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CANADA’S GRAIN LABORATORY 


Trade and Commerce in the Canadian 

government, decided to establish a 
laboratory at Winnipeg for the study of 
problems relating to grain. The idea of 
undertaking work of this character origi- 
nated with Dr. Magill, then chairman of 
the Board of Grain Commissioners and 
now secretary of the Winnipeg Grain 
Exchange. The Board of Grain Commis- 


l 1914, Sir George Foster, Minister of 


sioners has charge of the administration 
of the Canada grain act, and in the 
course of its work was continually en- 
countering problems demanding solution, 
io which no satisfactory answer could be 


studied by the laboratory and the milling 
yields of the different grades at once 
published, and an exhibition of the flour 
and loaves produced made on the floor 
of the Grain Exchange, where all inter- 
ested could form their own opinion as to 
the value of the different grades for mill- 
ing purposes. 

As to the equipment of the laboratory, 
it is sufficient to say that it possesses all 
the facilities necessary for investigation 
of problems relating to grain. The outfit 
includes a Wolf experimental mill, com- 
pletely remodeled with a view to the spe- 
cial purposes of the laboratory, an elec- 





In the Government’s Bread-Testing Room 


given without study and research: It was 
to aid the board by scientific investigation 
that this laboratory was created. 

The attention of the laboratory, so far, 
has been directed chiefly to questions 
arising from excessive moisture in grain 
and to problems relating to grading. One 
continually hears questions asked such as: 
What is normal moisture in grain? Do 
some grades or varieties naturally carry 
more moisture than others? . How much 
moisture can grain safely carry without 
deterioration in cars or boats or when 
stored in elevators? These questions are 
of vital importance to the trade, and some 
answer must be given every day, but only 
as the result of long-continued observa- 
tion and careful scientific work can we 
hope to arrive at some permanent and 
satisfactory answer to problems of this 
nature, ee 

Difficulties with regard to the proper 
grading of grain are also constantly oc- 
curring. When the present Canadian sys- 
tem of grading was inaugurated, milling 
and baking values were not contemplated. 
\lso the introduction of new varieties 
has in a few years completely changed 
he nature of the grain now produced in 
the West. As is well known, these new 
varieties undergo, as a result of climatic 
conditions, still further changes from year 
to year, and it is only as a result of care- 
ful milling and baking tests that the 
proper relation between the grade and its 
actual milling value can be discovered, 
and an equitable basis for inspection 
established. 

Many other problems are continually 
arising to demand the attention of the 
laboratory, but the foregoing will suffice 
to explain the nature of the work under- 
taken, The results achieved so far have 
fully justified the creation by the depart- 
ment of a laboratory for the study of 
matters of such vital importance to the 
trade. This was amply demonstrated on 
last year’s crop, such a large proportion 
of which was badly affected by rust. The 
comparative milling value of rusted grain 
and the baking quality of the flour pro- 
duced were matters of the greatest impor- 
tance. This problem was immediately 
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trical proving cabinet with accurate tem- 
perature control, an electrical baking 
oven of the most approved type, etc. In 
agidition a chemical laboratory is pro- 
vided, adequately equipped with all the 
necessary apparatus for conducting re- 
searches in grain. 

The laboratory is under the direction 
of Dr. F. J. Birchard, ably assisted by 
A. W. Alcock and Richard Sneddon. Dr. 
Birchard is a Canadian, a graduate of the 
University of Toronto and also of the 
University of Leipzig. He was formerly 
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The Winnipeg Laboratory Experiment Station of the Dominion Government 


on the chemical staff of the Rockefeller 
Institute, New York City, and before 
coming to Winnipeg was in the service of 
the United States Department of Agri- 
culture, Washington. 

Mr. Alcock is a graduate of Birming- 
ham Technical School, and was formerly 
connected with the Canadian Pacific Rail- 
way laboratory at Winnipeg. Mr. Sned- 
don graduated from the Glasgow Techni- 
cal School, and before accepting his pres- 
ent position had charge of the laboratory 
of the Western Canada Flour Mills Co., 
Ltd.,- Calgary. 

The experimental mill is operated by Will 
Hill, a miller of long experience. Under 
his direction many changes and improve- 
ments in the mill have been effected, so 
that much more accurate milling yields 
and results more in accordance with those 
of commercial mills are now obtainable. 


The work of laboratories of this kind 
cannot fail to be of the utmost value, not 
to any one section of the community 
alone but to the country at large. The 
farmer, the miller, the exporter, the ele- 
vator companies, are all interested in 
knowing the relative values of the grain 
they handle, as based on actual milling 
yields and baking quality. All are inter- 
ested, too, in anything which can be ac- 
complished to increase our knowledge of 
the keeping qualities of grain and proper 
methods of storing and handling the 
same. This laboratory was not established 
in the interests of any one class, is not 
the champion of any fad or theory, and 
holds no preconceived views with regard 
to any of its problems. Its aim is simply 
to establish the truth for the ultimate 
benefit of all. 

A. H. Batrey. 





One of the Rooms in Which the Dominion Government’s Experiments are Carried On 
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WHEAT LOSS UNDER FLOUR CONTRACTS 


Hick HOIDALE 


HEN a' flour mill contracts with a 
buyer to deliver in the future a 
stipulated quantity of flour, and 

the buyer, prior to the time of the manu- 
facture of the flour, breaks his contract 
by announcing, in effect if not in terms, 
that he will not take the flour, what dam- 
age can the mill recover, in the absence of 
a provision in the contract on the subject? 
If the contract contains a provision speci- 
fying how the damage, recoverable by the 
mill, shall be calculated, is such a pro- 
vision a valid and binding one? 

If there is confusion in the law as to 
the measure of damage, when the con- 
tract contains no provision in that re- 
spect, the obvious remedy is to exclude 
that confusion by agreeing, in the con- 
tract, what the measure of damage shall 
be, and thus avoid uncertainty and liti- 
gation. In all transactions, parties should 
attempt to so clearly define their respec- 
tive rights and obligations by contract 
that litigation will be avoided. Litigation, 
while frequently necessary, is expensive, 
distracting to business and generally un- 
desirable. Of course, the great bulk of 
the litigated cases concern commercial 
contracts. The occasion for the litigation 
is that the parties have not taken the 
simple precaution of clearly defining their 
respective rights and obligations in their 
contract. j 

The law, as defined by the courts, is, 
by implication, written into every con- 
tract on all points on which the contract 
is silent. When the law, however, is ob- 
scure on any particular point, the rights 
of the parties under the contract become 
likewise obscure, and are unknown until 
the parties have resorted to litigation and 
have had the law more clearly defined 
than it was before. 

If, for instance, a contract for the sale 
of flour does ®ot state how the damages 
sustained by the mill on breach by the 
buyer shall be determined, the rule adopt- 
ed by the law will govern, and if the law 
is not clear as to what the rule is,, there 
will, of course, be litigation on that 
point, although it is only a secondary 
issue with the parties. But each party 
should know his rights, and whether he 
should proceed to collect loss in the one 
way or the other. : ; 

It is important for him to know this, 
for the reason that he must prove his 
case. In the United States each state has 
its own laws, and there is more or less 
conflict among them. The courts of one 
state may say that the law is one thing, 
and the courts of another state may say 
that it is exactly the opposite. Owing to 
this conflict in the laws of the various 
states, it is very desirable that the miller 
who does business in a great many states 
should have his rights and obligations 
clearly defined by his contract so as to 
avoid having them construed in opposite 
ways in different states. Not only the 
miller, but the buyer as well, should wel- 
come any means that will avoid litigation. 

INDEFINITE CONTRACTS 


Where the contract between the mill 
and the buyer does not state the manner 
in which the damages recoverable by the 
mill shall be determined, in the event of 
the buyer’s breach, there is much con- 
fusion and lack of clarity, to say nothing 
of actual conflict, in the law, and it is ex- 
tremely unsatisfactory for that reason. 
This: confusion and conflict, of course, 
make it desirable, for the purpose of 
avoiding litigation, and consequent delay, 
expense, distraction and annoyance, that 
the contract should specify the manner 
in which the damage should. be calculated, 
fixing exact dates readily determined. 

In this connection three cases have been 
decided by courts of final resort, all 
involving flour contracts. The first of 
these to which attention will be called is 
the case of Erie Baking Co. vs. Hubbard 
Milling Co., 217 Fed. 759. In this case 
the buyer attempted to excuse its refusal 
to accept flour, through a claim that flour 
delivered was inferior in quality. This 
claim the jury decided was not true, and 
the court said: 

“In this ease the Hubbard Milling Co., 
of Minnesota, charged the Erie Baking 
Co., of Pennsylvania, with breaking a 
contract made in September, 1910, to ac- 
cept 10,000 bbls of flour at an agreed 


price. Deliveries were to be made Snaing 
five months immediately following, an 
the flour was to conform in quality to a 
specified standard. Of the first install- 
ment 750 bbls were shipped, accepted 
and paid for, but (although they were 
tested and accepted) the baking com- 
aes | declared itself not satisfied with the 
quality, and on Oct. 24 announced its 
refusal to go on with the contract. The 
principal dispute at the trial was over 
the quality of the 750 bbls, and the ver- 
dict of the jury has settled that question 
in favor of the milling company. 

“The only controversy upon this writ 
of error is about the proper measure of 
damages. At the time the contract was 
made the milling company did not havé 
the flour on hand, so that the parties 
agreed, not upon the sale of an article 
already made, but upon the manufacture 
and sale of an article not yet in being. 
For the breach of such a contract it is 
apparent that the measure of damages 
generally applied, namely, the difference 
between the price agreed upon and the 
market price at the time of the breach, 
may not properly compensate the manu- 
facturer, and, in that event, another 
measure that will compensate him should 
be applied. 

“What the measure is to be will depend 
on the facts of the particular case. The 
evidence here shows that the milling com- 
pany went into the market immediately 
upon the making of the contract and 
bought wheat for future delivery in suf- 
ficient amount to meet its obligation, and 
when the baking company unlawfully 
broke the contract this raw material was 
either in the milling company’s possession 
or was to be delivered under agreements 
that had already been made and were only 
awaiting execution. When the cancella- 
tion of the contract was announced the 
price of wheat had gone down, and for 
this loss, 914,¢c a bushel, the baking com- 
pany was properly charged. The verdict 
is simply for this amount, with some 
further deduction. 

“But in the charge of the court the 

jury were instructed that the plaintiff 
was entitled to recover not only the loss 
referred to, but also the profits that 
laintiff would have made if the contract 
ad been fully completed and all the 
flour had been manufactured. This in- 
struction is specially attacked as erro- 
neous, and much of the oral argument 
was devoted to this subject. On the 
present record, however, the question is 
academic, and we do not feel bound to 
discuss it. The verdict made no allow- 
ance for profits, and defendants have 
therefore suffered no injury even if the 
instructions complained of were erro- 
neous—a, matter which we intimate no 
opinion about whatever.” _ 

It will be noted that the court. dis- 
tinctly affirmed the right of the mill to 
recover loss by way of decline in value of 
wheat purchased, even though the con- 
tract did not cdntain a provision authoriz- 
ing such recovery. The court held that, 
since the flour was not manufactured at 
the time the contract was broken, the mill 
had wheat, not flour, on its hands, and 
the loss sustained was by way of decline 
in value of wheat, not by way of decline 
in value of flour. 

The court did not pass upon the ques- 
tion as to whether or not the mill could 
recover, in addition, the profits which it 
had lost, although it is thought that the 
court would have so held if it had been 
required to pass on that question. This 
decision-was rendered by a federal court 
in Pennsylvania within two years, so it 
is a very recent case. 


THE OREGON CASE 


Directly contrary to this decision is the 
case of Russell-Miller Milling Co. vs. 
Bastasch, 142 Pac. 355, which was decided 
by the supreme court of the state of Ore- 
gon on May 26, 1914.. In this case the 
milling company recovered, at the hands 
of a jury in the lower court, damages 
based upon the loss in the decline in wheat 
and, on appeal by the buyer to the su- 
preme court, the latter reversed the lower 
court, granted a new trial and said: 


“On the assumption that the defend- 
ants had broken the contract by refusing 
to order any more flour after the. first 
shipment had been received, the court, 
over the objection of the defendants, 
allowed plaintiff to show that it was its 
custom, on receiving orders for flour for 
future delivery, to set aside a sufficient 
amount of wheat from which to manu- 
facture the amount of flour ordered, and 
carry it upon its books at the then pre- 
vailing price of wheat, in what was called 
a hedge account, crediting it with flour 
as the same was delivered, until the order 
was filled. 

“With this as a basis, the court, over 
the further objection of the defendants, 
allowed the plaintiff to show that wheat 
thus set aside had depreciated in market 
value from the time the order was given 
until a breach of the agreement by the de- 
fendants, all for the purpose of affect- 
ing the amount of damages to be recov- 
ered, by adding the amount of decline in 
the price of wheat to the difference be- 
tween the contract price of the flour and 
the market price of the same at the time 
of the breach. 

“The decline in the price of wheat can- 
not be taken as an element of damages 
in this case, because there is nothing in 
the complaint indicating that any special 
article of merchandise was to be manu- 
factured by plaintiff. for defendants out 
of any particular material to be used for 
the purpose. It is a plain question of a 
breach of an executory contract for the 
sale of personal property at a price speci- 
fied. The measure of damages for a 
breach of such a contract by the pur- 
chaser is the difference between the con- 
tract price and the lesser market price of 
the goods at the time of the breach of the 
contract. . ‘ 

“For aught that appears in this case, 
plaintiff could have gone into the open 
market and purchased flour to fill its con- 
tract. All questions about the purchase 
of material and the decline in price there- 
of were foreign to the issues framed by 
the pleadings. . ._. There was much in 
the testimony to the effect that plaintiff’s 
practice was not to manufacture flour to 
fill an order, like the one here involved, 
until it received shipping directions, but 
it also appears that the brand of flour 
specified was one regularly made by 
plaintiff in the usual course of business 
for indiscriminate sale to whomsoever 
would purchase. 

“It is not like a transaction where the 
article desired is for a special purpose 
and of no use to either the maker or a 
stranger, like a set of artificial teeth for 
a certain person, or advertising matter 
for a particular firm, or a party dress for 
a fashionable society belle. 

“The flour in this instance is shown by 
the testimony to be a staple article on 
the market, of an established standard in 
quality, and an agreement like the one in 
a having as its subject merchan- 

ise of that kind, although it is yet to be 
manufactured, under the circumstances 
disclosed by the testimony, is still only an 
executory contract for the sale of per- 
sonal property. The conclusion is that, 
whether we consider the pleadings or the 
evidence, the result is the same, involving 
the measure of damages above indicated.” 

So it will be seen that we have two ap- 
pellate courts holding directly opposite, 
the one that the loss on wheat can be re- 
covered and that the decline in the value 
of flour has no application, and the other 
that the loss in decline in value of wheat 
cannot be recovered, but that recovery 
must be had on the decline in value of 
flour, even though the flour never had any 
existence. We are sure that there are few 
millers that will accord with the latter 
view. 

It will be understood that in neither of 
these two cases was there a provision in 
the contract specifying the manner in 
which the loss should be ascertained. 
Therefore, if a miller today, employing a 
contract which does not specify the man- 
ner in which the damage s be ascer- 
tained, were to sue in the federal court 
in nl gy oo he could recover loss 
through decline in wheat purchased, and 


probably also net profits lost, not loss by 
way of decline in value of flour. ° 
But if he were to sue in Oregon on the 
same contract, he could not recover los; 
by way of decline in value of wheat o1 
profits lost, but loss through decline in 
value of flour. These two cases are di- 
rectly in point, and illustrative of the 
conflict mentioned. ‘ 


OREGON COURT'S MISTAKE 


The opinion of the writer is that the 
Oregon supreme court is radically wrong, 
although there are many other courts that 
hold the same way as that court. It is 
perfectly manifest to anyone that knows 
anything about the milling business that 
where a buyer breaks his contract before 
the goods are manufactured the miller’s 
loss is not measured by decline in value 
of flour. That rule is simply an arbitrary 
rule imposed by courts from time imme- 
morial, and from which many of them 
cannot divorce themselves. It probably 
originated in a day when hedging was un- 
known in any kind of manufacture; when 
prices were not as fluctuating as today. 

Outside of the fact that the actual loss 
to the mill is not at all measured by the 
decline in value of the flour, it is very 
difficult to determine the amount of that 
decline, which fact injects another ele- 
ment of uncertainty into the matter. 1( 
is no argument in support of the rule 
that the miller can manufacture the wheat 
into flour and resell the flour, and that 
thus his loss will be made whole and will 
be rightfully based on the decline in the 
value of flour, for the reason, among 
other things, that a mill usually has an 
established trade, and if it resold this 
flour it would be reselling to this trade 
which would have bought anyway, and 
thus its annual output would be reduced. 


AGREEING ON MEASURE OF DAMAGES 


This leads us to the question as to 
whether or not it is permissible for par 
ties to agree in their contract upon the 
measure of damages. The supreme court 
of the state of Ohio, which is one of the 
most highly regarded courts of last resort 
in the United States, has recently decided 
that a clause in a contract for the pur- 
chase of flour, fixing the manner in which 
the loss to the mill shall be determined, 
is valid if reasonable, and if it shows an 
effort to arrive at the actual loss, The 
case referred to is that of the Sheffield- 
King Milling Co. vs. Domestic-Science 
Baking Co, decided on Jan. 9, 1917. 

In that case a contract was entered into 
between the milling company and the 
baking company wherein the milling com 
pany agreed to deliver to the Seking 
company 4,000 bbls of flour at an agreed 
ac on directions to be furnished by the 

aking company, deliveries to be made 
between Oct. 1, 1912, and March 1, 1913. 
The contract was in writing, executed in 
duplicate by the officers of the respective 
companies. 

e baking company ordered out, re- 
ceived and paid for 750 bbls of the flour, 
but neglected and refused to order out 
the remaining 3,250 bbls, pleading finan- 
cial inability. There was no issue in this 
case over the quality of the flour. On 
the other hand, the baking company a: 
mitted that the flour delivered was entire 
ly satisfactory, and in one of its letters 
to the milling company it said: 

“No doubt you are aware by this time 
that the two cars of Gold Mine shippe:! 
us have been tried, and the quality of tl 
same is perfectly satisfactory. Howeve'. 
we are not in a position ‘Anancially al 
present to comply with your request |» 
take out the remaining 3,500 bbls of flow: 
by April 30, 1913.” 

Although only 500 bbls of this 4,000 
bbls of flour were taken out in the perio‘ 
between Oct. 1, 1912, and March 1, 191: 
the milling company extended the time 
two months beyond the time limit, or 
to April 30, 1913. Still there remainc(! 
3,250 bbls unshipped on that date, |) 
reason of lack of. shipping directions, tlic 
baking company having taken out an a:- 
ditional 250 bbls between March 1. ani 
April 30. In other words, the bakin- 
company had been given seven months i' 
which to order out the flour, and finall; 
admitted its financial inability to take the 

(Continued on page 779.) 
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. hawgs rootin’ acorns on Bald Knob.” 


“Hy. Goings,” said Old Dad 
Fetchit, of the Fish River Roller 
Mills, “allows ef we get into a war 
wheat will go to five dollars, an’ ef 
he only had a little capital he could 
clean up more’n a million dollars. 
The trouble with Hy. is, he’s got 
what Young Bill Fetchit calls in- 
dustrial inefficiency). Ef wheat 
went to ten dollars, Hy.’d be 
scratchin’ a little patch of corn an’ 
runnin’ a or so razor back 








THE ALLEGED FOOD RIOTS 

\ few weeks ago the newspapers, under 

imelodramatic headlines, were telling 
bout “food riots” in New York and 
other eastern cities, and the country be- 
came considerably excited over the sub- 
ject. People began to imagine that the 
state of affairs must be desperate indeed 
when mobs of women assembled and clam- 
ored for bread. Visions of the French 
Revolution vexed the thoughts of the more 
imorous, and denunciations of vague 
somebodies, supposed to be withholding 
the food supply for gainful purposes, 
rolled forth from the press and pulpit. 

Recently these manifestations have sub- 
sided, Those vaguely accused of robbing 
the public readily established an. alibi; 
the demonstrations described in such dra- 
matic language proved ephemeral, in the 
main, and not indicative of an actual 
shortage of food, so much as a shortage 
of certain favorite kinds of food—onions, 
for instance. Moreover, some of these 
“riots” were shown to have been inspired 
and carefully worked up by interested 
persons for ulterior purposes. 

The idea of want and suffering meng | 
in this land of plenty was alarming, an 
the thought of women besieging the office 
of the mayor of New York with threats 
and cries of “bread, bread, we want 
bread” was not one to treat flippantly. 
Nevertheless, upon investigation of the 
facts, it seems impossible to take it seri- 
ously. 

What the women who marched under 
the leadership of a lady called “Sweet 
Marie” actually wanted, it appears, was 
uot bread. They wanted onions. Their 
wrath was not on account of the cost of 
the loaf, but because of the pushcart ped- 
dlers who were believed to be overcharg- 
ing them for this delicacy. 

tesentment was first shown when™ an 
ingry customer overturned a peddler’s 
‘art. Others quickly seized and appro- 
priated its seattered stock. Some one 
threw oil on the cart and set it on fire. 
Not until then did the women take their 
(mazonian march to the City Hall and 
begin their fearful cry of “bread, bread, 
we want bread.” This, however, was a 
mere figure of speech; what they actually 
wanted was onions. 

Of course there was a freight congestion, 
a serious break in the national system of 
distribution which, temporarily, was dis- 
turbing. It is also true that the cost of 
commodities had advanced. To this ex- 
tent there was reason behind the demon- 
trations, but Health Commissioner Em- 
crson, in his report on the food situation 
nade to the Mayor of New York, found 
that there “does not appear to be any 
sudden or recently developed emergency 
in the food situation in this city. There 
is obviously less dependency and real 
need than has been common for many 
years past.” 

Mr. Emerson’s report was exhaustive, 
and covered conditions existing in twenty- 
six hundred families visited by his agents. 
In over twenty-three hundred of these 
families the wages were the same as or 


higher than formerly. There were more 
members of the household at work than 
there were a year ago in ten per cent of 
the families. In one-sixth of the families 
some unemployment was found, chiefly 
due to sickness or physical unfitness, but 
not brought about by lack of food, In 
more than half of the families visited 
there was no complaint of want. In eight 
hundred families only was there need of 
assistance, and relief agencies or friends 
were supplying this in nearly four hun- 
dred cases. “It was not uncommon,” the 
report adds, “that the surroundings or 
equipment of the home contradicted the 
claim of urgent need of relief.” 

It is interesting to note that, in the 
table submitted with Dr. Emerson’s re- 
port, showing wholesale and retail prices 
for food found in the five boroughs, and 
summarized from six hundred inspections, 
flour, based on the wholesale figure of five, 
is being sold at retail in three out of ten 
inspection districts at the same figure, in 
four at five and one-half, in two at six, 
and in one at six and one-half, the av- 
erage advance over the wholesale price 
being eleven per cent. 

The average retail price of beef is high- 
er than the wholesale price by almost 
seventy-five per cent; of onions, twenty 
per cent; of potatoes, fifteen per cent; of 
cabbage, forty-five per cent; of butter, 
fifteen per cent; of eggs, eleven per cent; 
of cheese, thirty per cent; of sugar, twen- 
ty per cent; of coffee, fifty per cent; of 
rice, twenty per cent; of grits, fifty per 
cent; of beans, twenty per cent; and of 
smoked whitefish, forty per cent. In fact, 
of the twenty-three staple articles report- 
ed upon, not one except eggs remotely 
approaches the low percentage of advance 
in retail over wholesale prices at which 
flour is sold. 

Dr. Emerson said: “A close analysis 
of the food bought and used in the fami- 
lies makes it clear that the selection of 
food is rather from racial custom than by 
discrimination or intelligent choice, and 
the purchaser does not take advantage 
even of such economies as are possible. 
In one instance, a family of eight on a 
budget of fifteen dollars a week was found 
indulging in the luxury of imported Ital- 
ian cheese at a dollar a pound.” 

Whatever may be said of the genuine- 
ness of these hysterical demonstrations in 
the eastern centers, the fact remains that 
the advancing cost of food products cer- 
tainly bears hard upon the poorer classes, 
with whom a few cents extra often means 
the difference between plenty and want. 
This cannot be denied. 

It is clear, also, that one of the great 
staples, flour, is being sold to the ulti- 
mate consumer as near as possible to the 
actual cost of production, which is based 
u the price of raw material, for the 
advance in which the miller is not respon- 
sible. He is, therefore, acquitted of any 
blame for the situation. 

It is obvious that in all the list of 
staple food articles, white flour is, in pro- 
portion to its strength and muscle- 
producing properties, the cheapest food 








obtainable, and, if consumed in larger 
quantities, instead of more expensive and 
less nutritious products, would go very 
far indeed to relieve present conditions 
among those of limited income. 

There is great and very urgent need 
that those who are feeling the pinch of 
high prices should be taught how to select 
the most economical foods, white flour 
being chief among them. In this emer- 
gency, however, those who take upon 
themselves the — of public advisor 
through the ium of the press are usu- 
ally to be found discouraging the use of 
white flour, cheap and easily obtainable, 
and advocating fad foods, made from 
cereals, which are far more expensive, or 
varieties of whole-wheat flour which are 
not found in the competitive markets and 
actually cost more to make and sell than 
ordinary white flour. 





MORNING STAR ORATORY 


Dear Mr. Rainey, member of Congress 
from Carrollton, Illinois, and advocate of 
legislation designed to force the adultera- 
tion of flour with corn starch, has discov- 
ered and become enamored of that lovely 
quotation from Job: “The morning stars 
sang together.” - 

It is a good quotation, and, if used in 
moderation and in the right place (like 
corn starch), can do no great amount of 
harm, but Mr. Rainey in its use, even as in 
his advocacy of his favorite food, goes to 
violent extremes, and attempts to force 
its beauty and aptitude upon his hearers, 
thereby vitiating its effectiveness and by 
repetition making it flat, stale and un- 
profitable, even nauseating. 

When talking recently in the House in 
favor of the new revenue bill which taxes 
profits eight per cent, and of which, by 
the way, he has the doubtful honor of 
being one of the prime movers,—a bill 
which should properly be entitled “An 
Act to Make Taxation Odious and Put 
the Democratic Party out of Power,”—he 
mentioned his friends the “morning stars” 
no less than three several times in a single 
speech, and observed, each time, that they 
“sang together.” 

In an address before the Federation 
of Women’s Clubs in Washington on 
February 28, Mr. Rainey again informed 
his audience concerning the surprising 
vocalization of the heavenly bodies, which, 
although Job heard it mentioned some 
years ago, seems to strike the distin- 
guished member of Congress as something 
new which the public ought to know 
about, and to which it is his special mis- 
sion in life to call attention. Probably 
they have but recently heard about it in 
Carrollton, Illinois. He said: “The food 
question has been an important question 
in the world from the time the morning 
stars sang together.” 

This may indeed be true; if so it has 
the distinction of being almost, if not 
quite, the only thing that Mr. Rainey said 
in this address which can be depended 
upon in this respect. To call the distin- 
guished gentleman an oratorical fabri- 
cator would be impolite; besides, such an 
appellation has lost for him the charm of 
novelty, even as his favorite quotation has 
become staled by too frequent application. 

It seems by common consent to be per- 
mitted congressmen to say anything they 
please, regardless of verity or accuracy, 
in or out of Congress. A sort of con- 
gressional license enables them to give 
voice to statements which have parted 
company with truth so long back as to 
have forgotten the meaning of the word. 

Probably not since the happy time when 
“the morning stars sang together” have 
more fictions been grouped together in 
one address than are to be found in fluent 
frequency in the report of Mr. Rainey’s 
masterly elucidation of the food question 
before the long-suffering and doubtless 
credulous females of the Washington Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs. 

It would be a hopeless task to attempt 
to enumerate more than a few of the more 
flagrant and conspicuous examples. Two 
subsequent speakers, Mr. Frankenburg, 
representing the National Association of 
Master Bakers, and Mr. Francis M. 
Phelps, in behalf of the Millers’ National 
Federation, who were kindly permitted to 
make statements in rebuttal, successfully 
refuted, in a few words, the principal 
allegations of the member from Carroll- 
ton, and very effectually swept his entire 
address beyond that bourne from which, 
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even since “the morning stars sang to- 
gether,” no congressional rodomontade 
has ever been known to return. 

Mr. Rainey, among many other things 
equally marked for their wide variance 
from truth and their weird distortion of 
fact, said that “the millers most violently 
combated the theory upon which the great 
roller mills of the country are now oper- 
ated.” This will be news to those who 
remember the advent of new process mill- 


ing. 

fie stated that the cause of the increase 
in the cost of bread was the action of the 
National Association of Master Bakers, 
which was “in possession of a large pub- 
licity fund—wherever they got it—for this 
particular purpose, and they are spending 
it for that purpose, for the purpose of 
this publicity campaign. It is paid for, 
all of it.” “Last year they [the bakers] 
contributed large sums of money for the 
purpose of defeating the bill I have had 
pending for two years to permit the mix- 
ing of corn flour and wheat flour.” 

“The millers follow that same pro- 
gramme of opposition—the wheat millers. 
They levied an assessment of five hundred 
dollars, I think, on each five thousand 
barrel mill and one hundred dollars on 
each two thousand barrel mill and so on 
down until they reach even the hundred 
barrel mill, announcing frankly that they 
propose to use a large part of that money 
for the purpose of defeating the proposi- 
tion to mix corn flour and wheat flour.” 

After referring to various advyertise- 
ments of millers in. The Northwestern 
Miller, neglecting, however, to say that 
since “the morning stars sang together,” 
the ability of flours to absorb moisture 
has been a legitimate argument in their 
favor, Mr. Rainey noted that the adver- 
tisements had been recently changed in 
the bakers’ papers, “probably at the de- 
mand of the bakers’ organizations.” 

Millers, it seems, “fight just as hard 
against this sort of innovation [adultera- 
tion] as they fought against the change 
from the old buhr mills to the roller 
mills.” Bakers are “surreptitiously buy- 
ing corn starch in carload lots, mixing 
it with power mixers and then sending 
that mixture out to their customers as 
pure wheat bread, and their consumers do 
not know it.” 

“Governor Lind, who received eight or 
ten thousand dollars to come here and 
represent the millers, stated frankly his 
position in the matter, that the millers 
were opposed to this bill because they 
‘were now making money, and did not 
want to change the present system.” 

It is unnecessary to quote further from 
the address of the morning star orator. 
As‘a glittering exception of truth, in ad- 
dition to the one noted, the statement that 
the food question has been an important 
one since the time “the morning stars 
sang together,” is the surprising admis- 
sion that “the millers are not in combina- 
tion to increase the price of their flour. 
I think their flour sells for what it ought 
to.” 

It seems, therefore, that Mr. Rainey, 
after investigating the facts, has come to 
the conclusion that the millers are not in 
his imaginary food trust. It is the wicked 
bakers alone who are responsible for the 
increase in the price of bread. They have 
entered into an iniquitous combination, 
and by means of their hellish publicity 
campaign, convincing the public that 
bread made from flour at ten dollars a 
barrel costs more than bread from flour 
at five dollars a barrel and must therefore 
be sold at a higher price, they are accom- 
plishing their wicked purpose! 

Surely since “the morning stars sang 
together” nothing so obnoxious, so wholly 
criminal, so entirely worthy of the zealous 
attention of a congressman with a weak- 
ness for trite quotation, has made its 
appearance as this dastardly attempt of 
the combined bakers, through publicity, 
to convince the public that what they have 
to sell is worth the price they ask for it. 
Mr. Rainey has the remedy all ready at 
hand: it is as simple as Pharaoh’s, who 
hanged the chief baker. If “my bill” 
oe flour adulteration is passed, 
then indeed will the machinations of the 
wicked bakers be brought to naught. 
Corn starch, the product of the corn prod- 
ucts trust, will displace wheat flour, prices 
will go down to the basis of the time when 
“the morning stars sang together,” and 
happiness and content will reign through- 
out this distracted and oppressed country. 
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LAST OF GRADES HEARINGS 


Session in Washington—Larger Moisture 
Percentage Asked For—Question of Term 
“Northern”—Grades by July 1 


Wasuincton, D. C., March 10.—The 
final hearings of the Office of Markets on 
rules for grain standardization took place 
in Washington Wednesday and Thursday, 
March 7-8. They were held at the Na- 
tional Museum, and were largely attend- 
ed by representatives of the grain trade 
from all parts of the country. It was at 
first thought that one day might be suffi- 
cient for the hearing, but so intense was 
the interest in the whole matter of rules 
that two full days were consumed. 

Final adjournment came late Thursday 
afternoon, after a day of discussion that 
at times became heated, and in which 
some uncomplimentary remarks were di- 
rected toward the officials who have been 
engaged in preparing the rules. But those 
remarks were pleasantly met by Mr. 
Brand and his associates, all of whom 
made it clear that their desire was to hear 
the fullest possible discussion, and to 
effect a set of rules that would be fair to 
all, and prove the value of the act estab- 
lishing grain standards. 


MOISTURE CONTENT 

The session Thursday morning devel- 
oped animated discussion on the subject 
of moisture percentages for grain. Rep- 
resentatives from Minnesota contended 
that the 14 per cent named by the De- 
partment of Agriculture was too low, and 
that the usual practice had been to pass 
wheat as Nos. 1, 2 or 3 if it had a mois- 
ture percentage of 15. 

During this discussion two senators, P. 
J. McCumber and A. J. Gronna, of North 
Dakota, and several congressmen, par- 
ticipated. Congressman Henry 
gesen was particularly emphatic in his 
opposition to the 14 per cent basis, and 
reminded the board that when the bill 
was under consideration in Congress he 
had declared himself as against any such 
basis, and that if he had known it would 
be applied in the rules, he would have 
opposed the passage of the bill. Senator 
Gronna was emphatic in his declarations 
that the rule would impose a great burden 
of loss on the farmers and shippers from 
his state. 

Opposition was also manifested to the 
proposal of the board to eliminate from 
the spring wheat grades the term “north- 
ern,” and to substitute for it “dark hard 
red spring” or “hard red spring.” 


EXPERIENCE VERSUS SCIENCE 


To set forth clearly the facts on which 
the department had based its conclusions, 
Dr. Duvel used stereopticon slides to dis- 
play on a large screen the figures used 
and the averages of crops, weights, mois- 
ture, etc., that could be used to fix defi- 
nite rules. At all times Dr. Duvel was 
ready to answer criticism. 

Some of the western farmers and ship- 
pers urged that experience, and not 
“science,” should be the basis for deter- 
mination of the rules. Dr. Brand, in 
answer to those criticisms, said that while 
the department aimed always to be very 
practical, he thought it was generally 
agreed that science had accomplished and 
would continue to accomplish much to 
work out a satisfactory solution of all 
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economic problems. While he was willing 
to admit that experience was an impor- 
tant factor, he defended strongly the aid 
that science renders to all such questions. 

No immediate conclusion will be reached 
as to the rules to be finally promulgated, 


but it is planned that they shall be ready . 


before July 1, so as to be the guide for 
the new crop. 
THOSE PRESENT 

Among those present at the hearing, in 
addition to Director Brand, Dr. Duvel 
and their assistants, were the following: 

Senators McCumber and Gronna, of 
North Dakota; Congressmen Helgesen, 
Norton and Young, of North Dakota, 
and Lindbergh, Anderson and Volsted, 
of Minnesota. 

R. H. Abraham, Minneapolis; George 
A. Aylsworth, Kansas City; J. H. Barnes, 
New York City; B.. F. Benson, Minne- 
apolis; Percy H. Bevis, Duluth; Seth 
Catlin, Boston; P. D. Connors, Buffalo; 
A. F. Evenson, Minneapolis; B. M. Flip- 
pin, New Orleans; J. O. Foering, Phila- 
delphia; L. G. Graff, Philadelphia; John 
N. Hagan, North Dakota; W. V. Hamil- 
ton, Caledonia, N. Y; G. B. Harrison, 
New Orleans; W. H. Hayward, Balti- 
more; C. F. Hegwein, New York City; 
L. M. Jackson, Baltimore; O. P.. B. 
Jacobson, St. Paul; W. H. Kemp, New 
York City; William Langer, Mandan, N. 
D; Lewis J. Lederer, Baltimore. 

Fred J. Lingham, Lockport, N. Y; J. 
B. Mahool, Baltimore; T. M. Maynadier, 
Baltimore; W. J. McCabe, Duluth; L. A. 
Mennel, Toledo; T. C. Merrill, Chicago; 
S. J. Nagel, Haymarsh, N. D; V. L. 
Nigh, Baltimore; A. J. Osgood, Het- 
tinger, N. D; F. O, Paddock, Toledo; C. 
B. Pierce, Chicago; F. E. Pond, Buffalo; 
W. L. Richeson, New Orleans; H. M. 
Scheer, Newport. News, Va; F. J. 
Schmeiderhan, Minneapolis; F. W. Seele, 
St. Louis; D. R. Slauson, Pueblo, Colo; 
E. P. Smith, Omaha; G. H. Spencer, Du- 
luth; T. B. Teasdale, St. Louis; W. S. 
Upshur, Newport News; Richard B. 
Watrous, Washington; G. H. K. White, 
New York City; S. A. Whitehead, St. 
Louis; Walter K. Woolman, Philadelphia, 
and W. R. Young, Philadelphia. 

Ricuarp B. WaArtrovs. 





DETROIT ELEVATOR BURNED 


Million-Bushel Elevator Completely De- 
stroyed—Two Hundred Thousand Bushels 
of Wheat Burned—Fully Insured 


At noon, Friday, March 9, fire was dis- 
covered in the Detroit (Mich.) Railroad 
elevator at the foot of Randolph Street, 
and the building and its contents were 
entirely destroyed in a few hours. It is 
fortunate that the fire happened at noon, 
when the help were at lunch, otherwise 
there would have been loss of life, as the 
flames spread throughout the wooden 
building with almost the speed of an ex- 
plosion, and no one in the upper part 
could have been saved. 

The elevator was the property of the 
Detroit Railroad Elevator Co., the stock 
of which is held almost entirely by mem- 
bers of the Caughey-Jossman Co. and 
the Swift Grain Co. The structure was 
of the old-fashioned kind, about 30 years 
old, but in the best of condition. All the 
machinery was new and modern, and 
there had recently been installed a grain 
drier and bleacher. 


The house had a capacity of 1,000,000 
bus, and was valued at $1,000,000. The 
contents at the time of the fire were 
200,000 bus of wheat, 50,000 of corn, 45,- 
000 of oats and 10,000 of rye. Both 
house and contents were fully covered by 
insurance. : 

Already plans are being considered for 


the erection of a larger elevator to take . 


the place of the burned one, but the loca- 
tion has not yet been decided on, By 
this fire the public elevators in Detroit 
are: reduced to two, the Union, with a 
capacity of 1,250,000 bus, and the Michi- 
gan Central, which holds 500,000. 

The grain destroyed was nearly all the 
property of the owners of the house, and 
there is no truth in the sensational re- 
ports that the entente allies had any in- 
terest in either house or contents. 





MAKE CAMP MEETING PLANS 


Committee Visits Ozark District to Arrange 
for Accommodation of Millers at Federa- 
tion Round-up Last Week in May 


A special committee of officers of the 
Federation and other members of the 
trade spent Saturday, Sunday and Mon- 
day, March 10-12, at Hollister, Mo., in 
connection with preliminary arrange- 
ments for the big millers’ camp meeting 
to be held there in the week beginning 
May 28. 

The committee made a careful check 
of the cottage and camping facilities 
available, and entered into provisional ar- 
rangements to provide the other accom- 
modations required. Plans have been 
made for the use of about 75 summer 
cottages located at and near Hollister, 
and of the summer camping facilities 
owned by the Y, M. C. A. and the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

It is probable that announcement will 
be made this week of the various com- 
mittees on arrangements, following which 
active work will be begun for the big 
camp meeting. The party which recently 
visited Hollister was made up of Samuel 
Plant, St. Louis; A. P. Husband, Chi- 
cago; Robert E. Sterling, Kansas City; 
A. J. Eisenmayer, Springfield, Mo., and 
J. S. Flautt, Aurora, Mo. 





Big Foreign Wheat-Buying 

Cuicaco, I11., March 13.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—Wheat is erratic, with peace 
talk, fears of a railroad strike and rains 
in the Southwest as unsettling factors. 
ixport business is heavy. Eight million 
bus hard winter and Manitobas were sold 
for export the past three days. Belgian 
Relief took 3,000,000 bus Manitobas. Hard 
winters sold at Gulf at better than léc 
over May, April loading. Increased of- 
ferings of reds made an easier tone. 
Hard wheats are firm. May delivery had 
a 12c break from last week’s high point. 
Contract stocks have decreased to 1,934,- 


000 bus. 
C. H. CHatien. 





Dutch Flour-Buying Postponed 

A cable dated March 13 to The North- 
western Miller from the secretary of the 
Netherlands Flour Importers’ Association 
states that no flour will be bought for 
Holland on March 21. 
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THE WEEK’S FLOUR OUTPUT 


Production of Flour at Milling Centers—Per- 
centages of Activity of Mills Compared 
with Maximum Output 


The attached table gives the flour output 
at milling centers for the last two weeks, 
with comparisons, in bbls: Mar. 11 Mar. 13 

Mar.10 Mar.3 1916 1915 
Minneapolis ....391,490 400,685 384,575 238,275 
Duluth-Superior 14,540 17,720 20,980 22,095 
Milwaukee ..... 9,000 6,000 11,500 7,500 





415,030 424,405 417,055 267,870 
Outside mills*. .152,820 181,635 


Ag’gate sprg.567,850 598,690 
St. Louis 34,200 32,900 32,600 
St. Louist 50,700 53,900 39,000 38,700 
Buffalo 105,250 107,200 101,550 
Rochester 12,100 11,900 13,900 138,400 
Chicago 21,250 22,500 24,000 24,000 
Kansas City.... 65,300 63,100 60,700 31,800 
Kansas Cityt...192,610 169,942 203,680 118,950 
25,550 15,800 26,800 25,900 
60,900 45,685 81,460 41,410 
77,805 67,250 87,440 70,785 
Seattle 18,735 13,350 11,660 
Tacoma 23,585 28,580 24,520 


PERCENTAGES OF ACTIVITY 


The following table shows the percentages 
of activity of mills at various points, The 
figures represent the relation of actual week- 
ly output of flour, as reported to The North- 
western Miller, to possible output on full- 
time schedule, operating six days per week: 

Mar. 11 Mar. 13 

Mar. 10 Mar. 3 1916 1915 

Minneapolis 7 7 79 53 
Duluth-Superior .. 40 58 
Outside mills* .... 54 65 





Toledo 
Toledof 
Nashville** .... 


Average spring.. 
Milwaukee 8 
St. Louis 

St. Louist 

Buffalo 

Rochester 

Chicago 


Kansas Cityt.. 
Toledo 

Toledof 
Nashville** 
Seattle 

Tacoma 


Average 7 
Minnesota-Dakotas 67 
Other states 66 

Flour output for week ending March 10 at 
all above points shows an increase of 6 per 
cent compared with week ending March 3. 

*Minnesota, Dakota and Iowa mills, out- 
side of Minneapolis and Duluth. 

tFlour made by mills outside of St. Louis, 
but controlled in that city. 

tFlour made by group of Missouri River, 
Kansas and Oklahoma mills outside of Kan- 
sas City. 

{Flour made by central states mills, in- 
cluding those of Toledo. 

**Flour made by southeastern mills, in- 
cluding Nashville, 





London Exchange 

AT MINNEAPOLIS 
London exchange at Minneapolis 

quoted as follows: 

Sight 3-day 60-day 
$4.74% $4.74% @4.745% $4.70% 
4.75 eevee s @4,74 4.70% 
@4.74% 4.70% 
4.74 % 4.70% 
savee+@4.74% 4.70% 
eevee e+ @4.74% . 4.70% 
were quoted today 


was 


Three-day guilders 
(March 13) at 40%. 


AT ST. LOUIS 
London exchange at St. Louis was quoted 
as follows: 
60-day 
$4.70% 
4.70% 


8-day 


4.70% 
4.70% 
4.70% 
4.71 





The New York workmen’s compensa- 
tion act has been held constitutional by 
the United States supreme court. 











7 S72 Owens 


3 SS Ww OO a So” 





March 14, 1917 
WANTS CANADA’S SURPLUS 


British Government Makes Offer to Buy 
Entire Surplus of 1917 Wheat Crop 
—Farmers Consider Proposal 


Toronto, Ont., March 13.—(Special 
‘Telegram)—Reports from Ottawa and 
Winnipeg indicate that the Canadian gov- 
ernment has an offer from Great Britain 
to purchase the entire surplus of this 
year’s wheat crop at a fixed minimum 
price. Representatives of the western 
farmers’ organizations were in Ottawa 
lately on this business, and took back a 
definite proposal to be submitted to the 
Canadian Council of Agriculture, se wed 
at Regina today. No price is disclosed, 
but it is understood it will be on the basis 
of Fort William delivery. Ottawa -— 
discussion so far is only tentative, but the 
veneral belief in Canada is that the crop 
surplus should be purchased now for the 
exclusive use of the allies. 

A. H. Barey. 


NO DECISION TUESDAY 
Wiynireec, Man., March 14.—(Special 
lelegram)—No decision yet made con- 
cerning British government’s offer for 
Canadian wheat crop. Price at which 
offer may be accepted is still being dis- 
cussed, G. Rock. 





Death of A. W. Green 

Adolphus W. Green, president National 
Biscuit Co. since 1905, died in New York 
March 9 after a long illness. Born in 
Boston, he was 74 years of age. 

Mr. Green was the prime mover in the 
organization of the National Biscuit Co. 
and put into practice many advanced 
ideas as to placing crackers in packages 
and otherwise pxcking them to insure 
prime condition when they reached the 
consumer. It was under the direction of 
Mr. Green that the “Uneeda Biscuit” was 
developed and became famous. 

A hobby with him was to put out prod- 
ucts only of high quality. In illustration 
of this, the company always uses fresh 
eggs, no matter what the price. 





Quaker Oats Thirty Millions Stock 

Stockholders of the Quaker Oats Co. 
met at Jersey City, March 9, and ap- 
proved the recommendation of the direc- 
tors to increase the capital stock from 
$19,000,000 to $30,000,000. Of the new 
stock $6,000,000 will be preferred and 
$5,000,000 common. No decision was 
reached as to the manner of distribution 
of the new stock. 





Congress in Special Session 

Wasuinoeton, D. C., March 10.—When 
the Sixty-fourth Congress adjourned at 
noon, March 4, there was indignation here 
in Washington, as there was everywhere 
else, at the conduct of those senators who 
had kept up a filibuster that made impos- 

ible legislation necessary to the national 

defense. Condemnation has been heaped 
upon them, not only for their failure to 
rise to a great national need, but because 
by their procedure they made absolutely 
necessary a speeial session of Congress to 
do detail work on the appropriation bills. 
'his should and could have been done in 
the regular session if the decks had been 
kept clear of unnecessary work. 

Meeting the demand for the presence 
ot Congress, President Wilson issued on 
March 9 a call for a special session, to 
convene April 16. There is general satis- 
faction that the date has been set, for in 
these unsettled times the feeling of the 
people is that Congress should be in ses- 
sion. The Senate has been meeting this 
week, and one of its great achievements 
has been to change its rules so as to pre- 
vent further filibustering. 

Great interest is manifested in the or- 
ganization of the committees in both 
houses, and it is safe to say that a deter- 
inined effort will be made to break away 
‘rom the order of seniority in the selec- 
‘ion of committee chairmen. It is gen- 
crally admitted that Senator Stone has 
disqualified himself for the important po- 
sition of chairnian of the Senate Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. If he does not 
voluntarily retire, he may be forced to 
give way to some other senator more in 
accord with public wishes. 

In the House, as things now stand, 
there is a chance that the Republicans 
may organize, but there is a growing sen- 
timent that this isa time for non-partisan 
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action, and that, in ccgnaicing. a public 
service may he rendered by a bi 
organization, with the re-election of 
Speaker Clark, the apportionment of 
some of the important chairmanships to 
Republicans, and the. distribution of 
House appointments so as to make the 
body work for the general good of the 
country. Ricwarp B. Warrovs. 





DOMESTIC TRADE SUMMARY 


All Grades of Flour Lower—Some Resales in 
the East—Millfeed Scarce and 
Firmly Held 

[Special Telegrams to The Northwestern 
Miller—Quotations subject to confirmation.] 
Boston, Mass., March 13.—There is a 
decline of 20@30c on all grades, with 
Kansas hard wheat patents showing a 
greater decline. Demand generally slow, 
although some business was done on the 
break, especially in Kansas flours. Flour 
arriving more freely, and the tension is 
reliev: to some extent. Minneapolis 
patents, $10.10@10.20; spring country 
atents, $9.50@9.90; special short patents, 
10.35,—all in wood. Soft winter pat- 
ents, $9@9.75, in wood. Kansas patents, 
$8.70@9.50, in sacks, with most sales made 
at $8.70@9. Millfeed dull, with offerings 
light and prices firmly held. 
Louis W. DePass. 


Purapevpuia, Pa., March 13.—Flour 
somewhat weaker since Saturday, with 
demand light and transactions mostly in 
second-hand stocks below mill limit. Quo- 
tations, 196 lbs in wood: winter straight, 
$8.50@9; Kansas clear, $8.50@8.75; 
straight, $9@9.25; patent, $9.25@9.50,— 
all in cotton sacks. Spring first clear, 
$8.50@8.75; patent, $9.25@9.60; favorite 
brands, $10@10.50. City mills’ choice and 
fancy patent, $10@10.50. 

SamvEt S. Danik1s. 


St. Louis, Mo., March 13.—In sym- 
pathy with the weakness in the wheat 
market, a weaker feeling developed in the 
flour market. Demand dull and sales 
light, with car shortage the chief hin- 
drance. Some inquiries, but no sales for 
export, Millfeed scarce and-prices high- 
er, with very little wheat feed available. 

Perer Dertien. 


Baxtimore, Mp., March 13.—Flour low- 
er and quiet, with most buyers loaded and 
less chirpy. Millfeed scarce and higher, 
but slow. 

Cuanrtgs H. Dorsey. 





Food Conditions Improving 

Wasuinoton, D. C., March 10.—Be- 
cause Congress failed to appropriate 
$400,000, or any amount at all, for an in- 
vestigation of the food question, the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission has announced 
that there will be no such investigation. 
The announcement is somewhat unusual, 
as the request for the investigation had 
come in the form of a formal order from 
the President. But without funds at 
hand for the purpose, there has seemed 
to be no other course to follow. 

In the meantime the talk of food short- 
age has subsided, and there are reports 
that conditions are improving each week. 
The American Railway Association, act- 
ing in co-operation with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, has been doing 
remarkable work in urging on and accom- 
plishing the return to the West of empty 
cars, and shipments to the East of grain 
and other food products have been cared 
for better than for many months. 

The effective manner in which the rail- 
roads are now working to comply with the 
wishes of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission makes it quite unlikely that the 
Commission will feel compelled to issue 
a special order defining rules for the re- 
turn of empty box cars, as was the case 
in connection with empty open-top cars. 

Ricnarp B. Warrovs. 





Buying Period Now Due 

E. Crosby & Co., Brattleboro, Vt: 

With the recent violent fluctuations in 
wheat, the larger flour buyers, including 
jobbers, large wholesale grocers and bak- 
ers, are limiting purchases to a greater 
degree than for a number of years. With 
the possible exception of a few large 
New England bakers, few have old un- 
filled contracts. Straight flour jobbers, 
who in years past have bought 1,000 bbls, 
and even more, at a time, limit their pur- 


-partisan ° 


chases to one or two cars; and in the last 
few weeks their stocks have been depleted. 

In the past, in each year we have ex- 
 srigar cag about two periods of buying, 

ut with the large buyers restricting their 
trades, the buying periods should come 
more frequently, and one is now long 
overdue. Stocks in New England are of 
record-breaking smallness, if such an ex- 
= may 3 used. Our experience 
as been that none were wise enough to 
sell out on top and buy in at the bottom. 
With the eastern buyer erratic, it has 
been hard for the eastern wholesaler who 
carried stocks to correctly size up the 
demand, or at least to tell when the de- 
mand would take place. 





MORE RAINEY ORATORY 


Congre » in Add Before Women’s 
Or ization, Begi with Morning 
Stars and Ends with Corn Starch 


Through the courtesy of the Corby 
Baking Co., Washington, D. C., The 
Northwestern Miller has received an in- 
teresting typewritten document of some 
50 pages, containing an address delivered 
by Congressman Rainey at a meeting of 
the District of Columbia Federation of 
Women’s Clubs, together with replies to 
his arguments made by Francis M. 
Phelps, representing the millers, and T. 
T. Frankenburg, representing the bakers. 

Mr. Rainey, after explaining that the 
food question has been important “from 
the time the morning stars sang together,” 
made his usual plea in behalf of flour 
adulteration. He maintained that prog- 
ress in the arts of farming, milling and 
bread-making was consistently resisted by 
those directly concerned, and declared 
that “the millers most violently combated 
the theory upon which the great roller 
mills of the country are now operated.” 

“We are not,” according to Mr. Rainey, 
“a great wheat-producing nation.” This, 
as the United States produces more wheat 
than any other nation in the world, is in- 
teresting. The following table gives, in 
millions of bushels, the wheat crops of 
the leading wheat-producing nations in 
1913, 1914 and 1915: 








1913 1914 1915 


United States .......... 763 891 1,011 
i eer SER eee eee rk 837 746 833 
British India .......... 362 312 383 
POUEN bh Cakes ot cse se 321 282 268 
QHOMGR _ ces cccscriseese 231 161 376 
Austria-Hungary ...... 232 170 230 
TORI bade beewtecnancces 214 169 170 
APMORURE 66 ic cieceeseca 187 113 178 


Mr. Rainey gave his usual argument in 
favor of mixed flour, declaring that his 
bill was opposed by two “splendidly or- 
ganized” industries, the master bakers 
and the millers, with a “large publicity 
fund.” He explained that he advocated 
the mixing of corn flour, not corn starch, 
with wheat flour, but added that it was 


impossible to get any corn flour, as prac- . 


tically none was being made. He con- 
cluded by declaring that “this combina- 
tion” of the millers and bakers “exists for 
the purpose of compelling the consumers 
of this country to pay, each year—do you 
know how much these increases in the cost 
of bread have already cost you, if they 
are continued through 12 months’ course 
of time?—$300,000,000 every year!” 


REPLIES TO MR. RAINEY’S PLEA 

Mr. Phelps, speaking on behalf of the 
millers, explained the character of the 
Corn Products Co., and showed its pur- 
pers to work off its surplus corn starch 

y using it to adulterate wheat flour. 
After giving the figures demonstrating 
the loss in protein content of flour thus 
adulterated, he quoted a letter from Miss 
Helen Louise Johnson, chairman of the 
home economics department of the Gen- 
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs, stat- 
ing specifically that this department does 
not favor the Rainey bill. 

Mr. Frankenburg, in behalf of the Na- 
tional Association of Master Bakers, ex- 
plained that he was the entire “corps of 
talented, high-priced writers” to which 
Mr. Rainey had referred in his charge 
that the bakers were “flooding the coun- 
try” with material aiming to justify in- 
creases in the price of bread. He gave a 
detailed statement as to the cost of the 
ingredients in bread, and denounced the 
misrepresentation to which the baking 
industry has been subjected. He ex- 

lained fully why the bakers opposed the 

ainey bill, and were not misted by his 
argument that it would lower the cost of 
their flour. : 


763 
WINTER WHEAT PROGRESS 


Rain and Snow Supply Needed Moisture— 
Reports Varied, but on the Whole Encour- 
aging—Little Definite Information 


Sr. Louis, Mo., March 13.—(Special 
Telegram)—There were heavy and quite 
general rains over Missouri and southern 
Illinois the past two days. The moisture 
was much needed by the «wheat, and the 
effect of the rain will be highly beneficial. 
Reports are more encouraging. 


SATURDAY’S REPORT BY MAIL 


Warm, springlike weather prevailed all 
week, and: the growing wheat crop re- 
ceived little, if any, moisture. Therefore, 
reports from Missouri and southern IIli- 
nois all complain of lack of moisture, but 
say that the plant, so far, looks good, and 
but little winter-killing is expected to 
show when the plant has further de- 
veloped. 

Following is the gist of reports re- 
ceived: Looks good, but needs moisture 
-..- Will take growing weather to show 
actual conditions; indications are that 
damage is not heavy...O. K...No change, 
but needs moisture...Early-sown looks 
good, but late-sown iucanaell. .. Very dry, 
but looks good...Warmer weather has 
greatly improved it, and it is looking good 
..-Looks encouraging, but moisture is 
needed, 

Mills included in the above reports are: 

Blake Milling Co., Edwardsville, Ill. 

H. C. Cole Milling Co., Chester, Ill. 

Columbia (Ill.) Star Milling Co, 

Highland (Ill.) Milling Co. 

Majestic Milling Co., Aurora, Mo. 

Pfeffer Milling Co., Lebanon, III. 

Steeleville (Ill.) Milling Co, 

Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co., O’Fallon, Ill. 


Perer Derwien. 


Colder in Central States 


Totevo, Onto, March 13.—(Special Tel- 
egram)—The weather turned colder yes- 
terday, following mild, springlike days. 
Last night we had a fall of six or eight 
inches of snow. While there was no need 
of additional moisture, the snow will 
afford temporary protection from alter- 
nate freezing and thawing. The snow 
cannot last long at this season. It is not 
believed that very serious damage has 
been done to wheat through the winter in 
this vicinity, but nothing definite can be 
predicted about it until we have growing 
weather this spring. 


SATURDAY’S REPORT BY MAIL 


The weather has turned springlike, and 
frost is coming out of the ground. Re- 
ports regarding condition of wheat are 
conflicting and varied. It is too early yet 
to say anything definite. Many fields do 
not look any too good, with yellow tops, 
but the same condition has prevailed be- 
fore and a good crop been raised. Re- 
ports from Indiana, especially, would 
seem to indicate damage and winter-kill- 
ing in some sections. While Ohio has not 
suffered so much as Indjana, it is thought, 
and neither at all comparable to Kansas, 
the Ohio state report this week said that 
severe cold and inadequate snow covering 
had hurt the crop in February. It is esti- 
mated at 72 per cent of an average, 1 per 
cent higher than for the same month a 
year ago. 

W. H. Wicern, Jr. 


Southwest Needs Moisture 


Kansas Crry, Mo., March 10.—Another 
week has closed without moisture of 
consequence for the dry wheatfields of 
the Southwest. The snowfall of late last 
week, while beneficial in moistening the 
surface of the soil, was of little value 
aside from that, save in Oklahoma. 

Reports from the wheat districts vary 
widely. Some are of sensational charac- 
ter, and tell of dead and dying plants, 
with accompaniment of prophecies of 
disaster. Others insist that the wheat, 
while weakened by the long drouth, is 
alive and only requires moisture to revive 
and make a strong and healthy plant. 

About all that can be said of the wheat 
just now is to repeat what has so often 

en said in this department. The plant 
is not in good condition to withstand un- 
favorable weather or other adversity, but 
with ample spring rains there is no pres- 
ent reason why a full crop should not be 

roduced. All depends upon conditions 
ater this month and in April. 


R. B. Sverre. 
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The Minneapolis flour output last week 
decreased 11,550 bbls. The output (week 
ending March 10) was 391,490 bbls, 
against 384,575 in 1916, 238,275 in 1915 
and 334,385 in 1914. The capacity in 
operation this week is the same as last, 
but not as heavy an output is looked for, 
on account of the shortage in cars. In 
the same week last year, Minneapolis mills 
made 403,040 bbls. 

2 . 2% 

Business with northwestern mills last 
week was somewhat spotted. The larger 
concerns seemed to sell not to exceed 50 
per cent of their output; in some cases 
the business done was much under that 
amount. On the other hand, a number of 
individual mills of moderate capacity 
sold their output or better. One fair-sized 
mill reported sales of 250 per cent of out- 
puts largely in central western territory; 

ut this was very exceptional. 

Saturday seemed to have been a fairly 
good day with some of the mills. The 
business done appeared to be more of the 
warehouse kind than any other. Bakers 
were largely out of the market, and job- 
bers took flour sparingly. 

With the drop of 6c in wheat yesterday, 
and a reduction of 20@30c bbl on patent, 
there were fairly good bookings, many 
mills selling more than their output. 

The mills assert that the car situation, 
instead of improving, seems to be as bad 
as at any time. The cutting off of special 
trains from the East no doubt has af- 
fected the situation considerably. At the 
same time, it is stated that a good deal of 
flour around such cities as Chicago, which 
had been tied up there for weeks, has 
been released and sent on to eastern des- 
tinations. 

Buyers, while generally bearish, are 
uncertain what to do, and are putting off 
purchases. 

First clear is quiet, with the number of 
mills having this grade to offer, increas- 
ing. For, second clear the demand is only 
fair and, with mills catching up on gld 
sales; they have it to offer more freely. 
In some cases, mills are finding it difficult 
to move the current production of second 
clear. The output of both grades is of 
fair proportions, and with the foreign 
outlet cut off, the market for them is less 
favorable than it might be. 

With American steamships largely laid 
up and no rates quoted to ports like Lon- 
don, Liverpool and_Glasgow, millers con- 
sider export business wholly out of the 
question. Even if they could get ocean 
room, the car question would likely pre- 
clude business. 

Minneapolis and outside mills are ask- 
ing for standard patent a range of $8.90 
@9.60 per 196 lbs in wood. 


* * 


Millfeed is scarce and strong in price. 
Mills report continued heavy buying in 
mixed cars, leaving little to be applied 
on old contracts. It is claimed that some 
January contracts are still unfilled. 

Western demand, which fell off a little 
last week, is again active. Great difficulty, 
however, is experienced in getting cars, 
even to local territory. Those able to offer 
for prompt shipment seem to be able to 
get almost any price they ask. Sales in 
mixed cars at $35@36 ton, Minneapolis, 
for bran and standard middlings, are re- 


The East is showing more and more 
interest in deferred shipment feed, but 
neither mills nor jobbers seem disposed 
to figure on the future now. They would 
rather clean up old sales. Some jobbers 
claim to have shipments in transit for two 


to three months that they cannot get 
through to their eastern customers, who 
are badly in need of the feed. 

Asking prices vary somewhat. Bran 
and standard middlings are quoted by 
mills at $33.50@34.50 ton, in 100-lb sacks, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis; flour middlings at $39 
@41; red dog at $44@48,—latter in 140- 
lb sacks. For feed in mixed cars with 
flour, $1@1.50 ton more is asked. 

MINNEAPOLIS MILLS IN OPERATION 

Of the 25 Minneapolis mills the fol- 
lowing 22 were in operation March 13: 

Atkinson Milling Co.’s mill. 

Barber Milling Co., Cataract mill. 

George C. Christian & Co.’s mill. 

National Milling Co., Dakota mill. 

Northwestern Consolidated Milling Co., A, 
C, E and F mills. 

Pillsbury Flour Mills Co., A, B, Anchor, 
Palisade and Lincoln mills. 

Russell-Miller Milling Co.’s mill. 

Washburn-Crosby Co., A, B, C, D, B, F 
and G mills. 

Yerxa, Andrews & Thurston’s mill, 

FLOUR OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILIS 

Special reports of 58 mills outside of 
Minneapolis and Duluth, with a total 
capacity of 46,400 bbls, show that in the 
week ending March 10 they made 152,820 
bbls of flour (representing 688,000 bus of 
wheat), against 181,635 in 1916. 

Fifty-eight “outside” mills last week 
shipped 355 bbls of flour to foreign coun- 
tries, against 2,085 in 1916. 

MIN NEAPOLIS-DULUTH WHEAT RECEIPTS 


Wheat receipts at Minneapolis and 
Duluth last week aggregated 2,512,000 
bus, a net increase over the preceding 
week of 514,000 bus. At Minneapolis 
there was an increase of 520,000 bus, and 
at Duluth a decrease of 6,000. 

For the week ended Saturday, March 
10, receipts of wheat were as follows, in 
bushels (000’s omitted) : 

1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 
Minneapolis .... 2,454 2,530 823 1,729 2,729 
Duluth 58 5b 830 298 


Totals 2,512 3,038 
Duluth, bonded. 5629 6532 
Totals 3,041 3,570 1,658 2,038 
Elevator stocks at Minneapolis 
Duluth on March 10, in bushels (000’s 
omitted), were: 
1917 1916 1915 1914 1913 


Minneap’lis 11,108 12,916 12,148 20,273 21,242 
Duluth.... 6,129 15,023 10,880 12,337 13,871 





17,237 27,939 23,028 32,610 35,113 
1,136 1,909 


Totals... 
Duluth, b’d’d 3,525 3,173 189 





20,762 31,112 23,217 33,746 37,022 
CROP-YEAR RECEIPTS 

Receipts of wheat in Minneapolis and 
Duluth from Sept. 1, 1916, to March 10, 
1917, were as follows, with comparisons, 
in bushels (000’s omitted) : 


1916-17 1915-16 1914-15 1913-14 
72,982 120,297 82,444 75,765 
18,991 88,864 61,900 53,683 


Totals... 


Minneapolis .. 
Duluth 





91,973 209,161 134,344 129,448 
7,098 1,551 3,244 


Totals. 
Duluth, bonded 6,478 
Totals. 97,451 216,269 135,895 132,692 
CAR SITUATION IN NORTHWEST 

The shortage in boxcars is being felt 
more in the Northwest at present than at 
any time this winter. Interior mills are 
handicapped, in some instances, even 
more than are city mills. 

Of the four special trains of 50 cars 
each which were to have been shipped 
from Minneapolis last week, only one 
train was made up. Not enough cars 
were received to make up a second train. 

On March 8, notice was received from 
Washington that the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission had agreed to suspend 
the arrangements entered into three weeks 
ago, whereby 750 cars were to be shipped 
to Minneapolis weekly, 400 to be used 
for flour and 350 for grain, for domestic 
consumption. 

Since this notice was given out, the 
supply of eastern empties arriving has 
been very —_ 

Minneapolis mills are now shipping 





flour to Duluth-Superior for storage, to 
await the opening of navigation. In this 
way, it is hoped to keep running. 

The threatened railroad strike is caus- 
ing millers some concern. do not 
oem that, if a strike is called, it will be 
observed generally or that it will be of 
long duration. It would further aggra- 
vate the car shortage, however, and would 
probably add to the difficulties in the way 
of cleaning up the congestion in the East. 


BANKRUPTCY CLAIMS REDUCED 


In the case of the bankruptcy of the 
United Flour Mills Co. Minneapolis, 
Judge Booth, of the United States dis- 
trict court, has confirmed the order of the 
referee in bankruptcy in the matter of 
fees allowed attorneys and E. A. Thayer 
as receiver. Mr. yer was first aj 
pointed receiver and then transferred t 
assets to himself as trustee, in ‘ which 
capacity he is now acting. The claims 
sought and the amounts allowed are as 


follows: 
Asked for Allowed 


E. A. Thayer, receiver $5,197 $1,667 


F. E. Clinite, attorney 600 
2,000 
2,000 


G. E. Young, attorney for re- 
ceiver 
G. E. Young and Thomas 


Wallace, attorneys 1,000 


Totals $10,197 $6,267 


The receiver, in seeking a fee of ap- 
proximately $5,200, laid much stress on 
the conservation of the assets, good-will 
and operation of the mills of the com- 
pany. The assets, aside from the three 
mills, consisted mainly of small lots of 
grain, feed and supplies. It was shown 
that only one mill was operated at all, 
and that only one day, and also that 
W. A. Anderson and W. F. Kelm, 
former managers of the company, were 
retained for several monthsg as well as 
considerable clerical help. The North- 
western Miller appeared, and contended 
that the fees were unreasonable and not 
in accord with the services rendered. It 
is significant that the fees claimed were 
cut 40 per cent by the court. 

Further compensation will be asked for 
by Trustee Thayer and his attorney, 

eorge E. Young, as it will yet require 
some time to fully clean up the business. 
Attorney Young stated in the federal 
court that he eved there would prob- 
ably be about $150,000 to distribute amon 
the general creditors. : 


THE C. F. MUELLER Co, 


Henry Mueller, of the C. F. Mueller 
Co., Jersey City, N. J., was in Minne- 
apolis March 6-10 looking up the general 
situation as to spring wheat farina. Feel- 
ing that the transportation situation was 
unfavorable, the company four months 
ago accumulated a large stock of all kinds 
of raw material, and it has been working 
on this since that time. Some macaroni 
factories have been greatly troubled to 
get supplies, owing to the shortage of 
cars. However, the Mueller company 
escaped this difficulty because of having 
goed stocks on hand. 

The Mueller company, when it began 
to manufacture macaroni, used spring 
wheat farina and built up a trade on that 
quality. Therefore it uses the spring 
wheat product very largely. However, it 
finds a supply not always easy to get. 
Consequently, it is in the market to buy 
spring wheat farina, and makes it a 
point, in dealing with mills, to give its 
connections a steady business. 

Mr. Mueller Lrg: present wheat 
prices comparatively high and, possessed 
of a good supply of farina, believes it 

policy to now keep out of the mar- 
ket and buy only on material breaks. That 
is the policy his company is pursuing. 
From here, Mr. Mueller vee to Bt. ade 


LOCAL AND PERSONAL 


A southern Minnesota miller reports 
that he has had two cars of flour in 
transit to the East since Nov. 18. 


Samuel Olson, millwright, has been 
sorely grieved by the death on March 2 of 
an unmarried daughter, aged 29. 


The farmers’ elevator at Wimbledon, 
N. D., burned March 11. Loss on grain 
estimated at $15,000, and on the house 
$10,000. ; 

J.-C, Enright, manager of the Wm. 
Lindeke Rolie Mills, entertained 30 
members of the St. Paul Doughman’s 
Club at dinner, March 7. 


G. Wengelin, of Gust. F. Bratt & Co., 
Gothenburg, Sweden, was in Minneapolis 
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March 12. His company represents the 
Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. 

John Chambers, manager for the Pills- 
bury company in northern Michigan, with 
pay wang at Marquette, is spending a 
few days at the main office. 

A company has been formed at Ste- 
vensville, Mont., to build a mill. W. C. 
Culbertson, J. H. Barton, J. M. Higgins, 
C. B. Calkins and J. W. Simpson are the 
principals. 

A House committee of the Minnesota 
legislature has voted favorably for an 
interim investigation of grain exchanges, 
and the appropriation of $10,000 to cover 
the expense. 

L, P. Denison, manager of the Chippewa 
Milling Co., Montevideo, Minn., is in Min- 
neapolis today. Like other interior mill- 
ers, he is having trouble to get enough 
cars to keep running. 

Good sales of second clear flour could 
apparently be made to the United King- 
dom, if ocean space could be booked. Im- 
porters are bidding on the basis of 52@ 
54s bbl, jute, London. 

W. M. Atkinson, president of the At- 
kinson ogy Ay who was seriously in- 
jured by falling from an employee's 
elevator Dec. 27, is ndw able to get to his 
office, though his right arm is still in a 
sling. 

John R. Blackmer, who has been oper- 
ating the mill at Le Roy, Minn., is seri- 
ously ill. Mr. Blackmer’s lease on the 
property expires April 1, and E. S. Bos- 
worth, the owner, will thereafter oper- 
ate it. 

The Minneapolis flour output for the 
first six months of the crop year of 
1916-17 shows 8,494,000 bbls, against 11,- 
235,000 a year ago, and 9,148,000 in 1914- 
15. The export shipments also show a 
heavy shrinkage. 

William Fulton, Minneapolis manager 
of the Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., is in 
Kansas City to meet Fred O. Shane and 
W. J. Wilson, of that company. They 
are there to confer with Harry C. Ran- 
dall, manager of the Midland Milling Co. 

At a meeting of the Central Minnesota 
Millers’ Club in Minneapolis, March 12, 
the following were present: S. C. Ecken- 
beck, Appleton; A. L. Goodman, Duluth; 
Henry Meyer, Rush City; W. E. Coles, 
Jr., St. Paul; G. H. Ledbetter, Clark- 
field; D. M. Baldwin, Jr., and L. H. 
Pinney, Minneapolis. 

A. C. Townley, national president of the 
non-partisan league, at St. Paul, is quot- 
ed as saying that he approved the action 
of the North Dakota legislature in de- 
feating the proposition to establish termi- 
nal elevators, because the bill introduced 
provided for raising the money by direct 
taxation instead of by issuing bonds 
against the elevator. 


WHEAT IN THE NORTHWEST 


Minneapolis shipments last week were 
large—698,000 bus. 

It is a surprise to the trade that wheat 
receipts should hold up so strong at Min- 
neapolis. 

Duluth last week received 587,000 bus 
wheat, of which only 58,000, or less than 
10 per cent, was domestic. 


A week ago, Winnipeg May was 1%, 
under Minneapolis; today, it is 114¢ over. 
Winnipeg July is 5%c over Minneapolis. 

Wheat stocks at Minneapolis have de- 
creased 280,000 bus the past three days 
Total March 13 was about 10,828,000 bus, 
against 12,806,000 in 1916. 


Minneapolis mills last week ground 
approximately 1,762,000 bus of wheat. 
Receipts less shipments were 1,756,000 
bus, against 1,507,000 in 1916. 

Based on the close today (March 13) 
the average prices paid to farmers a! 
country points in Northwest were 
for No. 1 northern, $1.72 bu; for No. 
northern, $1.69; for light-weight, $1.45. 


Premiums on hard winter wheat 4 
Minneapolis have dropped 1@2c bu fo: 
the week. No. 2 Kansas, on track her 
is quoted at 13@l6éc over May; No. ' 
Nebraska, 11@14¢ over May; No. 2 Mou- 
tana, 8@10c over May. 


The difference of 35c between May an 
September wheat at Minneapolis is a 
interesting feature. May reflects th: 
present strong cash situation in th: 
Northwest, and September, new-crop con 

(Continued on page 776.) 
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While flour demand is still far from 
ictive, last week’s improvement in the 
veneral tone of the market continued to 
some extent through the week just closed. 
‘There was rather good inquiry from many 
directions, and buyers everywhere showed 
1 marked disposition to keep in close touch 
with prices. This was accompanied by a 
fair volume of trading in small lots, most- 
ly, of course, to established trade. 
“Eastern buyers seem interested right 
Jong, and millers are of the opinion that 
. very good business would be passing to 
those markets but for the transportation 
situation. When millers can offer any- 
thing in the way of reasonable assurance 
of delivery, trading follows. 

Meanwhile, mill prices are quite well 
maintained, Prices on wheat were a trifle 
lower on the wéek, but quotations on flour 
were about steady at a basis around $8.50 
(8.70, jute, Kansas City, for 95 per cent 
yoods. In some cases mills quoted 10c 
below last week’s figures. ; 

The possibilities of short supplies of 
wheat later on act as a sustaining factor 
in flour prices. Mills without surplus 
wheat reserves are not keen to sell save 
at a fair margin, and those having wheat 
are not, in most cases, disposed to divide 
their profits with flour buyers. 

Premiums on good milling wheat run 
9@10c over the May price, but rather 
higher prices are paid in interior Kansas. 

KANSAS CITY OUTPUT ~ 

The output of Kansas City mills, répre- 
senting a weekly capacity of 71,100 bbls, 
with comparisons, as reported. to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 

Flour Pet. of 


output activity 
This week ....cccsees s-+++ 65,300 91 
Last Week .ccscocvecccecce 63,100 88 
Year O80 .cosccsesedeusnns 60,700 85 
TWO Years ABO .eceeesscees 31,800 45 


SOUTHWESTERN OUTPUT 

The output of 62 mills in Nebraska, 

Missouri, Kansas and Oklahoma, outside 

of Kansas City, as reported to The 
Northwestern Miller, is here shown: 

Flour Pet. 

Weekly output of ac- 


capacity for week tivity 
This week .i.sece 285,600 192,612 67 


st week ...see. 275,520 169,942 61 
ar AGO ..sessee 272,220 203,680 74 
fwo years ago..+ 250,710 118,948 47 


Export FER ge sp =f reporting mills 
were 6,747 bbls this week, 7,040 last week, 
13,852 a year ago, and 8,080 two years 
go. 

Out of 62 mills reporting, 12 reported 
domestic business good, 27 fair, and 19 
SIOW, 

CABLES, BUT NO BUSINESS 


Millers in the Southwest have fairly 


frequent cables from their United King- 
dom correspondence, and indications are 
that some business could be passed right 
along if shipping space were available. 
the amount of room which can be had 
for flour is, however, of no consequence, 
and most mills are paying practically no 
attention to foreign business under pres- 
ent conditions. 


TRAINLOAD NEW ENGLAND SHIPMENT 
_The Bulte Mills (Kansas Flour Mills 
Co.), Kansas City, last week booked an 
order for a solid trainload of Made-Rite 
flour to go to three of its New England 
customers, ‘The flour wili go directly to 
Boston for local distribution from there. 
It will move in a solid train out 6f Kan- 
sas City, and probably on special schedule. 
The order was taken and shipment ar- 
ranged by E. V. Hoffman, manager of 
the mill, on a recent trip to the East. 
Mr. Hoffman looks confidently forward 


to a splendid spring flour business in 
eastern markets. With the freight con- 
gestion even partially cleared away, he 
believes buyers there will turn their at- 
tention to replenishing stocks and will 
buy regardless, to a degree, of price 
movements. Hard winter flours, he says, 
are gaining tremendously in favor in 
New England territory, and it only re- 
mains for the mills to give greater atten- 
tion to developing that trade field. 


THE TRANSPORTATION SITUATION 

The general shipping situation showed 
some improvement this week. Embar- 
goes against eastern shipment were les- 
sened in instances, although it is still diffi- 
cult to arrange to get shipments through. 
So far as empty cars are concerned, there 
is a generally easier situation. Here and 
there a miller says conditions are as bad 
as ever, but most reports indicate im- 
provement. 

SHRINKAGE IN FLOUR WEIGHT 

A southwestern milling concern recent- 
ly conducted a series of careful tests to 
determine the loss in moisture content of 
flour under conditions approximating 
those in the dealer’s store. 

In the test, one sack, filled to a care- 
fully determined weight of 24 lbs and 2 ozs, 
was placed in the mill, where the tempera- 
ture runs from 40 to 60 degrees; the other 
sack was placed in the laboratory, where 
the asta sonpithiitere is 70 ev but 
where it frequently rises, at night, to 90 
or 100. The laboratory sack was regard- 
ed as located in conditions approximating 
those of summer temperature. 

The following table shows the loss of 
moisture and loss of weight record cover- 
ing a period of 10 days: 

Moisture Moisture 


--Loss—, --incenter— -—on top— 
Lab..Mill Lab. Mill Lab. Mill 


Date— ozs ozs pet. pet. pet. pet. 
pO SE ee 13% 138% 13% 13% 
Jan. 31 15% 15 oSES Ane o-e “Seae<--0 e's 
Feb. 3 138% 8 

Feb, 5..... 15 9 itn. St6e, ebnre Adee 
Feb. 9..... 20 12 11 13 6 9 


Of particular interest igs the fact that. 
the sack placed in the laboratory showed, 
at the oun of 10 days, a moisture content 
of only 6 per cent in flour removed from 
the top of the sack, while flour drawn 
from the center showed 11 per cent, al- 
though the flour had been uniformly 131, 
per cent throughout the sack when it was 
placed in storage. 

Another interesting point is that the 
flour, in the second to fourth days, recov- 
ered a part of the loss of weight in the 
first two days. This was attributed to 
change in atmospheric conditions. The 
sack in the laboratory thereafter lost 
weight rapidly, while the mill sack, after 
the first sharp shrinkage and recovery, 
thereafter lost more slowly. 

In connection with its weight investi- 
gations, the same milling concern pur- 
chased, in the open market, sacks of well- 
known spring wheat brands. These sacks 
were only a few days out from the mill, 
but the 24-lb packages showed an almost 
uniform otehone of six ounces to the 
sack, 

In this same connection, a singular cir- 
cumstance recently developed in connec- 
tion with a car of flour seized by the gov- 
ernment in bleached flour proceedings. 
After having been in store three years, 
the flour was released and shipped back 
to the mill,—located in the Southwest. 
It weighed more than when originally 
packed.’ The flour had been held at a 
point—evidently a moist one—in Wiscon- 
sin. 

NOTES 

Henry Watts, Philadelphia, spent a 
part of the week in Kansas City visiting 
the Midland Milling Co. 

J. Luis Cisneros, flour, New York, 
spent several days this week visiting mill- 
ers in this vicinity, leaving later for the 
Northwest. 








Southwestern millers have received as- 
surance of lake-line service this season in 
the form of a notification _— bos Le- 

h Valley Transportation Co. that an 
Tekerstote Tienes Commission order 
would enable that line to operate its fleet 
out of Chicago for Buffalo. 

J. L. Rodney, president of the Abilene 
(Kansas) Flour Mills Co., returned this 
week from a visit to trade at eastern mar- 
ket centers. He says there is a good 
interest in flour, and that business can 
readily be passed where assurances of 
reasonably early delivery can be given. 

Archie R. Aylsworth was last week 
elected to membership in the Kansas City 
Board of Trade. e is associated in 
business with his brother, George A. 
Aylsworth, of the Aylsworth-Neal-Tomlin 
Grain Co. That concern is shortly to be 
reorganized as the Aylsworth Grain Co. 

A. D. Johnston, one of the old-time 
members of the Kansas City Board of 
Trade, and for several years in partner- 
ship in the grain trade with George L. 
Brinkman, then president of the old 
Kansas City Milling Co., died this week. 
He had not been engaged in the grain 
trade for several years. 

Advances of .8c in the rate on grain 
and grain products for export via the 
Gulf, originally scheduled to become 
effective Feb. 15, became effective March 
12. On the same date an advance of 


1.5¢c becomes effective on flour for ex- - 


port through Atlantic ports via the Chi- 
cago gateway; the equivalent advance 
through St. Louis is to become effective 
March 15. 


A report on Nebraska wheat reserves 
issued this week by Allen Logan, a Kan- 
sas City grain dealer, placed farm stocks 
at 9,520,000 bus and wheat held by coun- 
try mills and elevators at 9,723,000. The 
government report makes the farm re- 
serves 15,000,000 bus, which, in connec- 
tion with the Logan estimate on mill and 
elevator holdings, would make the total 
Nebraska reserve nearly 25,000,000 bus. 

The Kansas legislature has passed a 
bill requiring the state grain inspection 
department to turn into the state treasury 
$50,000 of the accumulated surplus of 
$86,000. Salaries of officials of the de- 
partment are also to be raised. Convert- 
ing inspection fees into the treasury 
practically creates a special tax on grain- 
handling. The present inspection law was 
at one time contested in the courts on 
that charge. 


WICHITA 


Local flour demand is the principal 
feature contributing support to the ac- 
tivities of operating mills. One large mill 
reports having received delivery notices 
of December shipments to eastern mar- 
kets; otherwise, the shipping situation 
remains practically unchanged. Export 
demand is reported fair, especially from 
established trade where deliveries can be 
made. 

Range of values, as indicated by re- 
ports received from leading southern 
Kansas and northern Oklahoma mills, is 
as follows: best Kansas hard wheat flour, 
$9.60@9.70; straight bran, $1.80@1.85 per 
100 Ibs; mill-run bran, $1.90@1.95; 
shorts, $2@2.10,—in straight or mixed 
cars, delivered within 15c rate territory. 

* #* 

During the latter part of the week, 
wheat demand was fair, as compared with 
the fore part, when scarcely any sales 
were effected. Practically all were made 
to local mills, which showed a tendency 
to overbid exporters. Since some of. the 
embar, on roads to the Gulf have been 
lifted, export inquiries are more fre- 
quent. . 

An improvement in the country move- 
ment is apparent, due to the high market. 
Receipts for the first five days of the 
week were 101 cars, against 61 same time 
last week, and 182 last year. Range of 
sales on No. 2 hard wheat was $1.9514@ 
1.99, delivered Kansas City rate points, 
or 114%@12c over Kansas City May 
option, delivered Kansas City. 

Corn is in fair demand, most of it 
coming from the north. Range of sales 
was $1.03@1.10, basis Wichita. 


NOTES 


F. D. Stevens, of the Larabee Flour 
Mills Corporation, is spending a few days 


“in Topeka, whence he will go to Kansas 


City. 
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C. B. Warkentin, president of the 
Newton (Kansas) Milling & Elevator Co., 
is in St. attending the millers’ con- 
ference. 

February, 1917, according to report 
given out by the Wichita weather ob- 
server, was the driest February in 29 
ears, the total amount of precipitation 

ing only a trace. ; 

The snow of last week, being light, did 
not afford much moisture. Hig winds 
add to the unfavorable conditions. The 
whole situation, however, depends upon 
the future supply of moisture. 


OKLAHOMA 


Southern flour markets have picked up 
but little in price, although there is some 
better demand. Domestic sales are fair, 
with prices at the top for the crop. Mill- 
feed is in the same pe § demand as for 
the past two months, and at top prices. 

Car-lot wheat to the mills of the state 
is worth $1.90 f.o.b. origin in the state. 
Best patents are held at $9.60, delivered 
in the state in 14-bbl cotton. 

There has been no further precipita- 
tion this week, and extremely high winds 
have prevailed over the state. 

* #* 

As a whole, the grain men are disay 
— at the failure to pass the legis- 
ature of the bill known as House bill 72. 
This bill legalized boards of trade, but 
made it impossible to conduct a bucket- 
shop. A hard fight was made to pass it, 
= the Farmers’ Union of the state was 

or it. 





Savarese Macaroni Co. 

The Savarese Macaroni Co., Baltimore, 
has acquired the trade-marks and good- 
will of the Anger-Brohel Co., Brooklyn, 
N. Y., and is spending about $200,000 in 
remodeling pot enlarging its plant. A 
special drive is being made on the famous 
“Babyhead” brand, formerly owned by 
the Anger-Brohel Co. 

The Barham & Bailes Co., Clarksburg, 
W. Va., is now representing the Savarese 
company in West Virginia, and Rector, 
Barham & Taylor, Bluefield, W. Va., in 
western Virginia, eastern Kentucky and 
part of West Virginia. 


Prices of Spring Patent and Wheat 

The following table gives the average quo- 
tation of patent flour per 196 lbs in wood, 
f.o.b, Minneapolis, as obtained from north- 
western mills, and the closing price of No. 
1 northern wheat at Minneapolis on March 9, 
and on approximately the same date in other 
years: 





lnor Pat lnor Pat 
Year bu bbl Year bu bbl 








Hard Winter Wheat and Fiour Prices 

The following table gives the price of a 
95 per cent patent flour, per bbl, in jute, 
f.o.b. Kansas City, the closing price per bu 
of No. 2 hard wheat at Kansas City on 
March 3, and on approximately the same 
date in other years: 


No.2 Pat- No.2 Pat- 
Year hard ent Year hard ent 
|). ae $1.98% $8.60 1907..... $ .71% $3.05 
1916..... 1.0 6.056 1906..... 3.55 
1916..... 1.47% 6.55 1905..... 1.10 4.75 
2024....06 89% 3.80 1904..... 96% 4.60 
1913..... 86% 3.80 1903..... 69% 2.95 
1912..... 1.05% 4.60 1902..... 73% 3.30 
| re 1 3.90 1901..... 68 3.00 
1910..... 1.08% 4.60 1900..... 3.00 
1909..... 1.12 4.90 1899..... 65% 3.40 
1908..... 1.00% 4.30 





Northwestern Flour Output—Exports 

The attached tables show the flour output 
and foreign shipments and approximate con- 
sumption of wheat by mills of Minneapolis 
and Duluth; also by 65 “outside” mills with 
a daily capacity of 55,300 bbis, from Sept. 1, 
1916, to March 3, 1917, with comparisons, in 
bbis (000’s omitted): 


c— Output, -—Exports—, 
1916-17 1915-16 1916-17 1915-16 
Minneapolis ... 8,696 11,427 638 801 
Duluth-Superior 691 857 69 73 
65 outside mills 4,794 7,006 111 174 











Totals....... 14,080 19,290 708 1,048 


The same mills consumed wheat in this 
period, in bus (000’s omitted), as follows: 


1916-17 1915-16 








Minneapolis ........sseeee0% 39,128 61,422 
Duluth-Superior ..........+. 2,659 3,856 
65 outside mills ............ 21,573 31,627 

BOGS i ccvcsccdcseccccsece 63,360 86,806 
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The flour output of the Chicago mills 
‘for the week ending March 10 was esti- 
mated at 21,250 bbls, or 76 per cent’of 
capacity, compared with 22,500, or 84 per 
cent, last week, 24,500, or 93 per cent, in 
1916, and 24,500, or 93 per cent, in 1915, 

The amount of flour being offered to 
the Chicago trade is exceptionally heavy. 
Millers, both in the Northwest and the 
Southwest, who have been able to obtain 
cars for shipments to Chicago but not 
beyond, have been very anxious to dis- 
pose of a part of their output. For this 
reason, the variety of quotations and 
range of values are far more noticeable 
than for many weeks. 

While the car situation has been detri- 
mental to the milling business, it has 
tended to clear the Chicago flour market 
of surplus stocks. Dealers say there is 
less flour being resold here than _ for 
months. That resold, as a rule, has proved 
profitable to the dealers. 

The buying of flour from mills direct is 
narrow. Southwestern 95 per cent pat- 
ents and strong clears, likewise the same 
grades of flour from the Northwest, are 
more salable than the high-priced patents. 
The money situation is more keen in Chi- 
cago than for a long time; that is, as 
regards loans to millers and flour firms. 
The high cost of flour, together with the 
inability of the millers to make shipments 
‘as they would like and on sight draft 
terms, has necessitated more millers com- 
ing to Chicago for money than perhaps 
at any time in the history of the trade. 

A drawback of a very serious nature is 
the exceptionally high charges by rail- 
ways on car demurrage. It 1s stated in 
this market that some dealers have paid 
$75 to $100 on cars, owing to the lack of 
funds to carry their transactions through 
and the difficulty of the roads in making 
deliveries through the congested sections. 
Some of the cases reported are very seri- 
ous. Some members of the trade wonder 
how it was possible for certain concerns 
with light finances to continue in business. 

As a general rule, there is not much 
difference between values of flour from 
the Northwest and the Southwest. Some 
mills are asking as high as $9.75, jute, 
for spring wheat patents, and others as 
low as $9.20. 


HEAVY FLOUR INDEBTEDNESS 


H. H. Kohlsaat & Co., wholesale bak- 
ers and owners of seven Chicago restau- 
rants, were forced to appear before Fed- 
eral Judge Landis, early last week, also 
before a referee in chancery, to show 
why the firm should not be thrown into 
bankruptcy. President Fred E. Barn- 
heisl and Secretary W. J. Irvin stated 
before the referee, Thursday, that they 
could not give the exact liabilities of the 
company, and admitted that the organiza- 
tion had been losing money for three 
years, and had failed to pay taxes for 
1915 on certain property. 

The three petitioning creditors did not 
include any flour or milling firms. It is 
understood, however, that the organiza- 
tion owes for flour alone $63,000, of which 
$30,000 is due to a local firm, $14,000 to 
an interior mill of Minnesota, and two 
sums of $15,000 and $4,000 to Minneapolis 
mills. The case will probably come up 
next week for final hearing before Judge 
Landis. The amount of bread produced 
by the firm is exceptionally heavy, there 
being 21 ovens in the plant located on the 
South side. 


RESALES OF EXPORT WHEAT 


Seaboard exporters have been- heavily 
overbought of late and unable to move 


the grain, owing to car scarcity. There 
have been cancellations of around 2,000,- 
000 bus wheat, mostly by Fahey, of Bal- 
timore. Part of this was resold to millers 
at better prices than those at which the 
trades with exporters were canceled. Ex- 
porters have lost about 5c bu in carrying 
charges, as much of the wheat was bought 
in November. They were to: furnish the 
cars in some instances, and in others the 
cars and authority for shipping. They 
have been unable to furnish either. 

It is understood that there was a good 
profit to the seller, and the futures were 
given back here in exchange, the buying 
of which had its influence on the market. 
It was simply a changing from weak to 
strong hands. Much of the wheat was 
resold due to fear of competition from 
Manitobas at the opening of navigation, 
as it was impossible to move the hard 
winter to the seaboard in time to get it 
out of the way of the Manitobas, which 
will be available early in May, and some 
of the exporters think they can get the 
latter wheat cheaper than the hard winter. 


NOTES 


Ernest G. Dahl has moved his offices to 
room 1203, 112 West Adams Street. 


J. C. Murray, of the Quaker Oats Co., 
is in Florida on his annual vacation. 


Board of Trade memberships have sold 
at $6,500. This is $1,100 under the recent 
high point. 

W. E. McGaw, of the McGaw Grain 
Co., Ltd., Winnipeg, Man., will be in 
Chicago, Wednesday, March 14. 


A business meeting of the members of 
the Flour Men’s Club of Chicago will be 
held Wednesday evening, March 21, at 
the Great Northern Hotel. 


A rapid changing of front was notice- 
able among the large traders in wheat 
at the close of the week, those who have 
been bullish taking profits and turning to 
the short side. ' 


The Nickel Plate road has removed its 
embargo on export grain shipments to the 
seaboard. The Lake Shore reports a 
cleaning up of all loaded cars on side- 
tracks between Chicago and Buffalo. 

C. B. Pierce and Secretary J. C. F. 
Merrill represented the Chicago Board of 
Trade at the final hearing on the federal 
grading of wheat before the Department 
of Agriculture at Washington, March 7. 

Speculation in grain has revived mate- 
rially of late. ‘There has been an advance 
of over 14c in May wheat, and more than 
9c in corn and 41/,c in oats in two weeks. 
The market has taken a big load from 
ae gge and by shorts. The latter 

rought their grain back, particularly 
wheat, on reactions of 2@3c. 


Dr. Price, of the Bureau of Chemistry, 
will speak before the Chicago section of 
the American Chemistry Society, Friday 
evening, March 16, at Hotel Sherman, on 
“Investigation of Dust Explosions in 
Milling.” This will be an open meeting 
and millers and those connected with the 
industry, or in any way interested, are 
invited to attend. 

Many: of the railroads, through their 
traffic departments, are sending out an- 
nouncements to shippers, both in the way 
of advertisements and cards direct, and 
also on freight and way-bills, requesting 
help from the shippers in the way of 
loading cars to their full capacity. These 
requests have been mailed to thousands of 
Chicago buyers and shippers. . 

Among the visitors in Chicago during 
the week werg J. O. Ewing, vice-president 
the Cannon Valley Milling Co., Minne- 
apolis, on his way to the East; W. R. 
Duerr, sales-manager the Kansas Flour 
Mills Co., Kansas City; J. R. Caldwell, 
manager the Albert Lea (Minn.) Milling 
Co., on his way home, and Arthur H. 


Dillon, of the Kaw Milling Co., Topeka, 
Kansas. 

The Weyauwega (Wis.) Milling Co. 
brought suit, some two years ago, for 
$520, against G. W. Cramer, a Chicago 
baker, to recover loss-on a car of rye 
flour which was declined by the baker. 
The case was heard before Judge Fry, 
and a verdict rendered on Thursday, al- 
lowing the mill $400. Grover D. Rose, 
formerly associated with a Chicago flour 
house, and later admitted to the bar, rep- 
resented the Weyauwega company. 

The car committee of the Board of 
Trade’s transportation department left 
Sunday for Washington. They were 
Joseph P. Griffin, president of the Chi- 
cago Board of Trade, E. F. Rosenbaum, 
E. D. McDougal, John J. Stream, W. N. 
Eckhardt, traffic manager, J. S. Brown, 
and James C. Jeffrey, traffic attorney. 
They expect to confer with the Interstate 
Commerce Commission and, if possible, 
secure a revocation of the car order of 
Feb. 21. 


Cash premiums on wheat have advanced 
sharply of late. Red winter has been 
hard to buy, and has sold at 9@11%c 
over the May. Hard winter sold at the 
same price early in the week, but later 
eased off slightly. A local miller paid 
3c over May for choice No. 2 hard f.o.b., 
the grain to be taken out of store. No. 2 
hard in undesirable houses, which recent- 
ly was 5c under the May, is now May 
price, while choice wheat brings 2c over 
May. There are only 300,000 bus of the 
undesirable No. 2 hard wheat: left. 


There is no improvement in the car 
situation on eastern roads. If anything, 
it is worse than heretofore. Promises on 
the part of the railroad people have 
brought no cars from eastern roads to 
Chicago shippers. The only eastern cars 
secured here are pick-ups from western 
lines. After they have been loaded with 
grain, the railroads have been unable to 
accept them for eastern shipment, owing 
to their existing embargoes. The St. Paul 
road has removed its embargo on ship- 
ments of grain to Chicago. The Baltimore 
& Ohio has placed a new embargo on ex- 
port grain from central Illinois points to 
Baltimore. 





WISCONSIN 


MinwauKkee, Wis., March 10.—The 
flour production of the Milwaukee mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 12,000 bbls, was 
9,000 this week, representing 84 per cent 
of capacity. 
with the same capacity turned out 6,000, 
or 50 per cent; a year ago, mills with a 
capacity of 24,600 turned out 11,500, or 
47 per cent. 

Flour business was only fair. Most 
buyers held off, owing to the advance in 
price and poor prospects of shipment. 
Mills have plenty of orders on the books, 
and would be able to operate full time 
for the next two months if cars were ob- 
tainable. 

Choice city brands of hard spring. pat- 
ent advanced 30c, and are quoted at 
$10.20@10.30 in wood; straight, $9.50@ 
9.60, wood. 

Clears were in good demand and mills 
are sold ahead, with plenty of loading 
orders on hand. Prices ranged $8.75@9, 
in jute. 

Shipping directions came in freely on 
patent, but millers were unable to load 
out much, Considerable is stored - in 
warehouses awaiting shipment. 

Rye flour was strong, following the 
advance in the cash market. Pure was 
quoted at $8@8.10 in wood, with country 
blends offered at $7 for dark and $7.35 
for white, in jute. There was an excel- 
lent demand from all sections, but ship- 
ments were light, owing to lack of cars. 
The local trade bought freely, and stocks 
on hand are moderate. 

Corn meal was strong, advancing with 
corn, both white and yellow selling at 
$2.80 in 100-lb cotton sacks. Grits were 
in good demand at $2.75 in sacks. 

Kansas straight was in good demand, 
and jobbers report good business with 
bakeries and grocers. Prices were quoted 
at $9.30@9.45 in cotton. Stocks are mod- 
erate, and sufficient to supply wants of 
local trade. 

Millfeed was strong, with offerings 
light from northwestern country mills. 
Demand was good for quick shipment, 
but shippers had little to offer. Transit 
feed sold readily at top prices. Feed 
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The previous week, mills_ 


March 14, 1917 


for deferred shipment was slow, with 
most buyers out of the market, not caring 
to make bids at the present high prices. 
Ideas as to values for April and May 
shipment range $4@5 ton apart. Ship- 
pers are complaining of the slowness of 
country mills in making delivery of feed 
bought two months ago. 

Trade in the state was somewhat im- 
proved. Country dealers bought fairly 
well in mixed cars with flour. Stocks are 
exceptionally light, and feed was wanted 
for immediate use. Hominy feed was 
strong, and advanced 75c ton. 

Milling wheat continues in good de- 
mand, all choice being picked up by mill- 
ers, who have moderate stocks on hand. 
Top price for No. 1 northern, $2.05, 


NOTES 


G. A. Baker, representing the Ismert- 
Hincke-Milling Co., Kansas City, was 
here this week. 

M. McLaughlin & Bro., flour and feed, 
Burlington, Wis., have retired, and are 
disposing of their stock. 


The E. H. Milke Co., Brodhead, Wis., 
has leased the Brodhead city mills, and 
took possession March 1. 


Car receipts of grain for the week: 
wheat, 248; corn, 217; oats, 394; barley, 
198; rye, 34; flaxseed, 2. 


Charles J. Suckow, a former miller of 
Barton, Wis., died at his home in Mil- 
waukee last week, aged 69. 

Flour and feed mills at Wausau, Wis., 
either have closed down or are operating 
at greatly, reduced schedules, owing to 
scarcity of cars. 

Hirt Brothers, Deer. Brook, will move 
their mill to Antigo. They have been 
engaged in the milling business in Deer 
Brook for a number of years. 

The Kern Realty Co., Milwaukee, Wis., 
has been incorporated by Adolph L. and 
John F. Kern, and Richard Ehlmann, to 
handle the realty holdings of John B. A. 
Kern & Sons. 

J. F. Clark has purchased the interest 
of his partner. in the Dells Milling Co., 
Augusta, Wis., and will continue the 
business, assume all liabilities and collect 
accounts receivable. 

A $25,000 corporation is being organ- 
ized, under the style of the Casco (Wis.) 
Milling Co., to purchase the machinery 
and equipment of the Hoebreck Milling 
Co.,. Luxembourg, Wis., and conduct a 
flour and feed mill at Casco. 


The Milwaukee plant of the Armour 
Grain Co., formerly the Kern flour-milling 
plant, is now producing about 500 bbls 
of “Armour’s Oats,” and new cereal daily. 
The mill is 130x180, and six stories high. 
It has been re-equipped at an expendi- 
ture of $100,000. 

The Northern Milling Co., Wausau, has 
increased the capacity of its mill to about 
400 bbls, by cutting out the rye mill and 
making it part of the former wheat mill. 
It will not manufacture rye flour at the 
Northern plant, but will have a_ rye 
capacity of about 200 bbls at the Dodge- 
Hooker mills, which will be sold through 
the Northern company’s office, the interest 
in the Dodge-Hooker mills being about 
the same as that of the Northern com 
pany. 

George A. Schroeder, traffic manager 
of the Milwaukee Chamber of Commerce, 
left for Washington on Tuesday to make 
a personal protest to the Interstate Com- 


’ merce Commission against the proposition 


of the carriers to continue in force after 
April 30 the increased demurrage charges 
granted to them last fall as a measure to 
insure rapid unloading of cars. Shippers 
assert that to continue the charges woul 
be unjust, it being assumed that traffic 
conditions will reach a more nearly nor- 
mal status by May 1. 

Major Walter Stern, of the United 
States Quartermaster’s Reserve Corps, 
headed a list of several hundred signers 
of a telegram sent to President Wilson 
on March 5 to controvert any impression 
that might have been conveyed that Mil- 
waukeeans are not loyal Americans. The 
telegram read: “We pledge to you our 
loyal support in any action you see fit to 
take in defense of American rights which 
may be menaced by any foreign country, 
and have faith in your looking after 
American interests’ with courage and 


fidelity.” he Se 
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The output of flour by mills repre- 
sented at Toledo, with a combined weekly 
capacity of 48,000 bbls, for the week 
ending March 10 was 25,550, or 53 per 
cent of capacity, compared with 15,800, 
or 33 per cent, last week, 26,800, or 56 
per cent, a year ago, 25,900, or 54 per 
cent, two years ago, and 29,800, or 62 per 
cent, three years ago. 

The car situation and embargoes con- 
tinue to be the outstanding feature of the 
milling business. The situation has got- 
ten steadily worse rather than better. 
Some millers are incensed at what they 
consider the injustice of supplying the 
Northwest with cars and passing up this 
territory, which is considerablys nearer 
eastern markets and, consequently, in po- 
sition to make quicker and more frequent 
deliveries. This is one of those inscrutable 
procedures which seems, to those not fa- 
vored, to be without justification on its 
face. 

Owing to the lack of cars, mills have 
been obliged to pile up flour until all 
available space about the mills is occu- 
pied. An occasional car furnished by the 
railroads gave a little temporary relief. 
Further curtailment of output is immi- 
nent, and shutting down completely may 
he necessary. Buyers want their flour, 
but there is no way of getting it to them. 
The situation is unprecedented in the 
memory of those now in the business. 

Business showed some signs of picking 
up again this week. New orders are of 
little moment, however, when mills cannot 
get cars. No export business has been 
done recently. Freight room cannot be 
had, and it was only toward the end of 
the week that through rates were quoted. 

The demand for feed is such that it has 
assumed the place of the major product, 
as one miller expressed it, and flour has 
become the by-product. Advancing prices 
serve as no check on business. Buyers are 
hungry for feed, and frequently it is not 
to be had at any price. Mills are obliged 
to care for their regular, established trade 
first, and this leaves nothing for the 
others. The question most often met with 
these days is, “Where can I buy some 
feed?” 

CENTRAL STATES MILES 

Seventeen mills in Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan, with a combined weekly capac- 
ity of 124,560 bbls, for the week ending 
March 10 made 60,900, or 49 per cent of 
capacity, compared with 45,687, or 43 per 
cent, last week, by 17 mills of 105,660 
bbls capacity. 

Among the mills contributing to this 
report were the following: 


OHIO 


Allen & Wheeler Co., Troy. 

Mansfield Milling Co., Mansfield. 
National Milling Co., Toledo. 
Northwestern Elev, & Mill Co., Toledo. 


INDIANA 


Acme-Evans Co., Indianapolis. 
Blish Milling Co., Seymour. 
Garland Milling Co., Greensburg. 
Goshen Milling Co., Goshen. 
Lawrenceburg Roller Mills Co. 
Noblesville Milling Co., Noblesville. 


MICHIGAN 


Commercial Milling Co., Detroit. 

Eldred Mill Co., Jackson. 

Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach. 
Voigt Milling Co., Grand Rapids. 


FILIBUSTER HITS EARLY & DANIEL CO. 
The Early & Daniel Co., grain, Cincin- 
nati, has been hit by the filibuster in the 
Senate in the failure to pass the deficien- 
cy bill conyins $38,000,000 for the War 
department. is company has been sup- 
plying large amounts of forage to border 
troops; its account against the govern- 


ment is now about $350,000, and increas- 
ing daily under present deliveries. Be- 
cause of the failure of legislation, no 
payments can be made, and no informa- 
tion can be secured as to when they will 
be resumed. Doubtless a way out of the 
difficulty will be found, but, even so, it is 
unsatisfactory to have such an amount of 
money tied up indefinitely. 


NOTES 


Thomas Hyslop, proprietor Ovid ( Mich.) 
. Roller Mills, was in Toledo recently. 
J. R. Caldwell, manager Albert Lea 
(Minn.) Milling Co., called at this office 
this week. 


David Anderson, president National 
Milling Co., Toledo, is expected home from 
Florida next week. 


The warehouse at Maximo, Ohio, of 
the Canton (Ohio) Feed & Milling Co., 
was burned Feb. 25; loss, $3,000. 


The flour mill at Nashville, Ind., ownéd 
by Clyde McDonald, was burned March 
2; loss, $4,500; insurance, $2,500. 

The Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Associa- 
tion of Indiana held a convention at the 
Hotel Fowler, Lafayette, March 8-9. 

William P. Thompson, formerly with 
N. B. Thompson & Co., Cincinnati, is now 
with the chemical department of the 
Huron Milling Co., Harbor Beach, Mich. 

The Kroger Grocery & Baking Co., 
Cincinnati, operating a number of retail 
stores, is advertising three large loaves 
of bread for 10c in Cincinnati papers. 

J. E. Copp, flour broker and jobber, 
Dayton, Ohio, has instituted a slander suit 
for $10,000 damages against Frank J. 
Reichers and others doing business as the 
Dayton Flour Co. 


A bill has been introduced in the Mich- 
igan legislature requiring Michigan in- 
stitutions to purchase flour milled in 
Michigan, and passed the third reading in 
the Senate Feb. 27. 

George A. Amendt, Amendt Milling 
Co., Monroe, and R. J. Hamilton, Wm. A. 
Coombs Milling Co., Coldwater, repre- 
sented Michigan at the hearing on grain 
grades held at Indianapolis recently. 

A tri-state millers’ meeting for Ohio, 
Indiana and Michigan millers is being 
agitated, and meeting with some favor. 
It probably was suggested by the very 


successful meetings of the Tri-State 
Master Bakers’ Association in recent 
years. 


President Rea, of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Co., in his annual report an- 
nounced that the company’s project to 
build an extension from Toledo to De- 
troit will be promptly undertaken, on 
account of the unprecedented develop- 
ment of that district. 


The wheat movement is light. Some 
who have wheat are holding for $2. Of 
course the car situation militates against 
any movement. Toledo grain men com- 
plain that they cannot get cars to move 
wheat, and are forced to pay interest and 
storage charges they never figured on. 
Stocks on farms are believed to be well 
cleared up. 


The development of millers’ local clubs 
is being pushed. A meeting of millers of 
Adams, Clinton, Brown, Clermont and 
Highland counties, Ohio, was held March 
8 at the Parker House, Hillsboro, A 
meeting of the Western Michigan Millers’ 
Club will be held at Grand Rapids, March 
14. W. I. Biles, of the Saginaw Milling 
Co:, has consented to take charge of ‘the 
Saginaw district, bounded by Harbor 
Beach, Flint, Alma and Shepherd. W. B. 
Campbell, of the Commercial Milling Co., 
will have charge of the district bounded 
by Utica, Pontiac, Ann Arbor and Mon- 
roe. A southwestern Michigan district 
is also being organized. 


INDIANA f 

InpraNApouis, Inp., March 10.—Opera- 
tions in Indiana flour mills reflect stagna- 
tion, due almost solely to inability to make 
deliveries within any reasonable time. The 
tone of the market, however, is better, 
millers assert, and if goods could be 
freighted to buyers there would be con- 
siderable activity. Several mills report 
getting nominal shipments through to 
points in the Southeast and the East, in- 
dicating a scattered demand for flour, 
but shipping conditions remain such that 
mills in many instances are not running 
better than half-time, and several have 
been closed most of the week. 

Prices in the main seem to be on the 
upgrade, though there was a hint that all 
‘schedules did not conform as to values. 
A report from Noble County, for ex- 
ample, carried this statement: “We re- 
ceived quotations today from an Indiana 
mill, and grocers received quotations 
from the same mill, same date, but it 
quoted the grocers 20c cheaper than us. 
Why?” Soft winter goods sold up to the 
$9 mark again this week, this being the 
third time since last fall that values have 
risen to this level. 

Wheat has been a steady gainer. Bear- 
ish crop reports from several sections 
came in this week, one indicating 75 per 
cent of the crop killed, and others stat- 
ing that the plant looked brown. In the 
Indianapolis market, flour advanced 10 
@20c. ‘Wheat was at one time up to 
$2.04, an increase of nearly 10c against 
the high of last week. Not much wheat 
moved this week, in spite of the flurry in 
price. Feed was the most active com- 
modity in this market. 


NOTES 


Indianapolis fiour production for the 
week, 8,860 bbls. 

A modern elevator will be erected near 
Servia, adjacent to North Manchester. 

Prices at the close: soft winter patent, 
in jute, $9@9.10 bbl; No. 2 wheat, $1.97 
bu; mixed feed, $40 ton. 

Miss Laura Jungjohan, telephone op- 
erator at Valparaiso, is to be given a 
suitable reward for her activity in re- 
porting a fire which threatened destruc- 
tion of the Nickel elevator. P. E. Good- 
rich is president of the company owning 
the elevator. 

Indiana grain men and millers inter- 
ested in co-operative elevators met at 
Lafayette, Friday, for the first annual 
meeting of the Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ 
Association of Indiana. President J. S. 
Minch, of Chalmers, presided. There 
were 75 delegates in attendance. 

The Indiana Millers’ Association has 
been invited by the Michigan State Mill- 
ers’ Association to join it and the Ohio 
association in a meeting to be held at 
some central point. The board of the 
Indiana association favors such a meet- 
ing, provided it could be held at Fort 
Wayne. 

J. M. Pearson. 





NASHVILLE 


Nasuvitie, TeENN., March 10.—Some 
improvement was noted in demand for 
flour in the Southeast this week. The 
continued advance of prices has caused 
nervousness on the part of consumers, 
who are more eager to secure supplies. 
Many are in actual need of flour, as 
shown by the urgent requests for prompt 
shipment. Stocks are getting low, and 
buyers are being thrown into the spot 
market to cover pressing needs. 

Mills have been inclined to stay on a 
parity with the upward trend of wheat, 
and prices were a shade stronger. Ship- 
ping instrifctions have been fairly active, 
but the shortage of cars continues to 
hinder deliveries. One large plant report- 
ed that it was in need of 100 cars one day 
this week. 

At the close, prices were substantially 
as follows: best or short soft winter’ pat- 
ents, in cotton, f.o.b. Ohio River, $9.60@ 
10.25; standard or regular patents, $9@ 
9.20; long patents, 15c under standard; 
low-grades, 30@50c under standard. 

No new features were reported in Min- 
nesota and Kansas flours, prices being 
firm, and business confined to small lots. 
Quotations: spring patents, jute, 140 Ibs, 
delivered Nashville, $9.25@9.50; hard 
winter patents, $8.85@9.10. 

Wheat ruled very firm this week. 
Western No. 2 red is quoted at $2.04@ 


767 


2.06. Mills are fairly well supplied for 
current needs, but offerings are not lib- 
eral, and there has been only moderate 
movement. 

Corn has had a tendency to advance, 
spot being in moderate supply and stfong. 
No. 2 yellow is quoted at $1.151%, Nash- 
ville, and No. 2 white at $1.141%. Bolted 
corn meal is strong at $2.50 per 96-lb bag. . 

Demand continues excellent for mill- 
feed, with prices firm. Quotations: soft 
winter wheat bran, 100-lb bags, ton, f.o.b. 
Ohio River, $837@39; standard middlings, 
$41@42., 

OUTPUT 

Nashville and outside mills, with a ca- 
pacity of 149,700 bbls, showed an output 
this week of 77,805, or 51.3 per cent of 
capacity. This compares with 67,250 bbls 
and 44.3 per cent last week, 65.7 per cent 
in 1916, 51.5 in 1915, 55.3 in 1914, 54 in 
1913, and 68.8 in 1912. 


STOCKS 


Stocks, with comparison, as reported 
through the Nashville Grain Exchange: 


March10 March 38 
ee NN oso. nises's eis 28,200 30,200 
WORE, BOB sccovccccescs 331,000 321,000 
rere ee 207,300 186,850 
Cs WE hic sv tetigsexs 278,500 - 308,200 


NOTES 


Receipts of grain at Nashville this 
week, 121 cars. 


L. G. Motlow plans to build a roller 
flour mill at Lynchburg, Tenn. 

C. C. Atkinson and N. P. Miller will 
establish a 10-ton feed and grist mill at 
Hawkinsville, Ga. 

The Cleveland (Tenn.) Milling Co. is 
pushing the work of replacing its burned 
mill, and has ordered machinery to cost 
$4,000, 

The Monarch mills, Chattanooga, Tenn., 
have been organized by W. A. Thornton, 
R. M. Stegall and others, with $25,000 
capital stock. 

The recent burning of the Kentucky 
Public Elevator Co.’s plant at Louisville 
has left that city without proper grain 
storage. The elevator had a capacity of 
500,000 bus. Plans for rebuilding have 
not yet been announced. 

Agricultural experts have been inter- 
ested for some years in the possibility of 
growing spring wheat in Tennessee. Tests 
have been made at the experiment station 
of the University of Tennessee, the re- 
sults of which show that it cannot be pro- 
duced with as good results as winter 
wheat. The station has advised farmers 
not to further attempt such experiments. 


Joun Leper. 





Minnesota Grain Dealers 


The annual eeting of the Farmers’ 
Grain Dealers’ Association of Minnesota, 
held in Minneapolis Feb. 23-25, was large- 
ly attended, over 800 registering. 

The various grain bills pending before 
the legislature were discussed. Resolu- 
tions were passed protesting against the 
creation of a bureau of grain inspection, 
divorcing this function from the Railroad 
and Warehouse Commission; against the 
taxation of grain in elevators; against 
taxing option trades, and _ especially 
against the bill designed to prohibit trad- 
ing in grain futures. - 

Speaking of the latter, President H. R. 
Meisch said: “The only protection that a 
farmer elevator company has when buy- 
ing grain is the privilege of selling it at 
a certain price for future delivery. If a 
company buying grain had to take a 
chance on selling it in the future, the 
price paid to the producer would neces- 
sarily have to be low, to protect the buyer 
against market fluctuations.” 

The convention went on record as fa- 
voring state supervision of farmer eleva~ 
tor companies, toward eliminating unsafe 
financing. 

The cleaning of grain by elevators be- 
fore shipping to terminal markets was 
advocated. 

H. R. Meisch, Argyle, was re-elected 
president; A. Q. Lunder, Slayton, vice- 
president; Adam _ Brin, Stewartville, 
treasurer. 

Before adjournment, the convention 
delegates were tendered a banquet by the 
Minneapolis Grain Commission Mer- 
chants’ Association, at which W. O. Tim- 
erman, B. F. Benson and Asher Howard, 
of the Chamber of Commerce, spoke on 
the various phases of a grain exchange. 
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The flour market has been quiet this 
week, but very strong. Demand has not 
been active, but there is a fairly steady 
business doing in a small way. Prices are 
irregular, with some claims that premiums 
are being obtained for spot flour over that 
to arrive. Of this, however, there is 
some question, as the amount of business 
does not indicate any amount of anxiety, 
and in some cases flour on spot is selling 
at a price no higher and in other cases 
lower than the mill quotation. Condi- 
tions in outside points continue such that, 
in order to get prompt delivery, pre- 
miums have to be paid. 

The movement of flour already loaded 
and coming forward from the West is 
better, and there is a distinct increase in 
the number of cars moving and arriving. 
It is, however, almost impossible to get 
any new permits, the embargoes, as re- 
ported from this end, being in full force. 

Export operations continue very small. 
There have been a number of inquiries, 
but there is practically no opportunity 
to do business, owing to the absence of 
tonnage, unless with the foreign govern- 
ments. 

Prices for flour are very firm. Spring 
patents in sacks are quoted at $9@9.30, 
clears $8@8.25 in sacks, winter straights 
$8.15@8.25, and Kansas straights $9@ 
9.40. 

STEAMSHIP CONDITIONS 

The steamship situation in some re- 
spects is becoming more acute. The 
movement of the allied boats is decreas- 
ing. February sailings were 20 less from 
New York than for January, and there 
have been very few neutral sailings. The 
Dutch boats in American ports or headed 
toward America have been loaded and 
cleared, but no arrangements have been 
reported for vessels to come from the 
other side, so that shipments for Holland 
are practically over. It is understood 
that the Dutch have been transferring 
their near-by contracts to later dates of 
shipment, through inability to get ton- 
nage. The quantity is not stated, but the 
movement that was to have covered at 
least the March boats, if not longer, has 
been transferred. 

Other neutral boats are not quite so 
badly tied up as the Dutch, but it is esti- 
mated that the hold-up of. the sailings is 

ual to the movement of 300,000 tons. 

position seems to be one in which, as 
far as neutral countries are concerned, 
there will be a hiatus in the shipments of 
at least six weeks, if not longer. 


SEABOARD STOCKS 


Seaboard stocks of grain are not large, 
but the amount of wheat, corn and oats 
in transit is heavy. Estimates vary from 
15,000,000 to 25,000,000 bus of all grain. 
The tension on the markets at the sea- 
board has been’ considerably lessened by 
developments in the tonnage situation 
which have compelled the neutral ship~ 
pers to transfer grain to later periods. 
This has brought some grain on the mar- 
ket, and cash premiums have weakened 
sharply. 

A good deal of hard winter wheat, held 
up by the difficulty of getting permits, 
has been resold to the West, and in some 
cases other grain has been taken in its 
place. Premiums for s oats broke 
sharply as a result of the throwing of 
some of the export grain back on the 
market. 

EXPORT DEMAND 

Export business this week in wheat has 
been almost entirely confined to buying 
by the Belgian Relief of about 2,600,000 


bus, a total since the last buying move- 
ment started of nearly 5,000,000 bus. 
Much of this was Canadian wheat, May- 
June loading. The position is one in 
which there is no power to buy on the 
part of the neutrals. 

The Greek buyers are reported to have 
canceled several cargoes since the British 
took over the Greek fleet. The Scandi- 
navian buyers have done a little business, 
but there were several cargoes of corn 
reported canceled for Scandinavian ac- 
count. 

The allies have not been reported in the 
market. People familiar with conditions 
have claimed that the allies have sufficient 
contracts for all their tonnage until open- 
ing of navigation and then Manitoba 
wheat probably will be low enough to 
divert all the business to Canada. 
PENNSYLVANIA JOINT EMBARGO COMMITTEE 

Material progress in expediting the 
movement of freight over the Pennsyl- 
vania railroad system, between the Mid- 
dle West and eastern points, is being 
effected through the work of the newly 
established Pennsylvania system joint 
embargo committee, with headquarters at 
Pittsburgh. 

This committee was created at the 
direction of the executive officers, follow- 
ing conferences held at Philadelphia and 
Pittsburgh, to devise means for handling 
freight affected by embargoes between 
the lines east and west. Its purpose is to 
serve the public more fully by making, as 

romptly as possible, modifications of em- 

argoes where transportation conditions, 
and the ability of consignees to remove 
freight from the cars.promptly upon ar- 
rival, permit such exceptions to be made. 

This makes more effective the object 
sought in handling freight under em- 
bargoes, which is to prevent terminal con- 
gestion by separating the freight that 
will be held in cars at destination from 
that which will be taken off the railroad’s 
hands without delay. 

As a result of the committee’s efforts, 
there have been moved in. the last week, 
through the Pittsburgh and Buffalo gate- 
ways, more than 3,100 carloads of freight 
of all kinds, which were under embargo 
and could not have been handled with 
equal promptness, if at all, except by spe- 
cial arrangement effected by the commit- 
tee. Of this freight approximately 2;000 
cars were eastbound and 1,100 westbound. 
At the close of the week, arrangements 
were pending for the movement of 4,100 


additional cars of embargoed freight. 


CAR CONGESTION DECREASING 

A marked reduction—practically one- 
fifth—in the number of freightcars accu- 
mulated at various places throughout the 
country is shown in reports as of Feb, 24 
published recently by the commission on 
car service of the American Railway As- 
sociation. The railroads held on that date 
138,679 cars, compared with 171,207 on 
Feb. 17. 

The accumulations were less than for 
any time since the railroads and the In- 
terstate Commerce Commission joined in 
an effort to relieve freight congestion. 
Further improvement is expected during 
the next_10 days. 

NOTES 

George A. Aylsworth, treasurer Ayls- 
worth-Neal-Tomlin Grain Co., Kansas 
City, and A. C. Huhn, president Huhn 
Elevator Co., Minneapolis, were on 
*change last Wednesday. 

Millers visiting New York last week 
were M. P. Fuller, of Everett, Aughen- 
baugh & Co., Waseca, Minn; John Krou- 
til, president Yukon (Okla.) Mill & Grain 
Co; W. V. Hamilton, of Wm. Hamilton 
& Son, Caledonia, N. Y., and O. C. Lake, 
of Ewart & Lake, Groveland, N. Y. 

The New York Flour Club will hold its 
annual banquet at Hotel Biltmore, March 


22, and from present indications the at- 
tendance will be large. The speakers will 
be the Hon. John Purroy Mitchel, mayor 
of New York, the Rev. Nehemiah Boyn- 
ton, E. H. Outerbridge and Harvey 
Conover. 

The East Coast Cereal Co. has been 
incorporated, with $100,000 capital, to 
engage in the exportation and importation 
of general merchandise, specializing in 
the exportation of flour and cereals. The 
capital stock will be owned by the officers 
of the company, who are: T. R. Van 
Boskerck, president; John W. A. Davies, 
secretary and general manager; Ernest 
Brewer, vice-president and treasurer. The 
offices will be in the Produce Exchange. 

With regard to the cotton sacks the 
Holland government returns to American 
millers, an opportunity is afforded one 
miller to exchange his allotment of sacks 
with another when those received bear 
the brand of some mill other than his own. 
In several instances mills have found 
themselves possessed of a large quantity 
of sacks belonging to others, and by cor- 
responding with the mills owning them 
have succeeded in disposing of the. sacks 
to advantage. 





PHILADELPHIA 

Puinapetpuia, Pa., March 10.—There 
was increased strength in the flour mar- 
ket this week, due to the fact that the 
mills were not disposed to offer flour 
freely because of the strength of cash 
grain and the premiums that the mills are 
obliged to pay for their wheat. Trade, 
however, is very quiet, and those in need 
of supplies are generally able to get them 
from second hands at concessions from 
mill quotations. 

Within a day or two, staffdard spring 
patent sold on the spot at $9@9.10 jute, 
while few, if any, of the mills were will- 
ing to accept less than $9.40 jute or $9.65 
wood, and many were asking more. Win- 
ters are largely nominal, as there is very 
little demand for them.. Some soft win- 
ter straight sold on the spot at $8.50 
wood, but the mills generally will not 
accept less than $9. 

NOTES 

Exports of wheat since Jan. 1, 5,433,649 
bus, against 8,723,988 for the same time 
last year. 

The Reinhart Flour Co., of this city, 
has been incorporated by Frank S. Muzzy, 
with $5,000 capital. 

Dr. D. de Sampaio Ferraz, a Brazilian 
editor, is here to study conditions and 
promote trade between his country and 
ours. 

E. R. Sharwood, secretary of the Mari- 
time Exchange, celebrated on Monday 
his fortieth year of continuous service in 
the office. 

William F. Whitpan, who owns a 
farm near Norristown, Pa., sold 600 bus 
corn this week at $1.30 bu, the highest 
price ever paid a farmer for corn in this 
vicinity. 

The flour and feed mills of C. P. Fox, 
at Daretown, N. J., have been sold to a 
New York company, which will manu- 
facture powdered milk as soon as neces- 
sary machinery can be installed. 

According to the government crop re- 
port, the stock of wheat on farms in 
Pennsylvania on March 1 was 4,700,000 
bus, against 8,612,000 last year; corn 17,- 
000,000, against 21,652,000; oats 18,628,- 
000, against 12,300,000. - 

The Pittsburgh Wholesale Distributing 
Co., of Wilmington, Del., capital $100,- 
000, has been chartered to do a general 
wholesale grocery business. Incorpora- 
tors: M. L. Gatchell, L. A. Irwin, and 
Harry W. Davis, all of Wilmington. 

Among visitors on ’change this week 
were A. A. Beltz, feed broker, of Minne- 
apolis; H. E. Emerson, of St. Paul, chief 
grain inspector for the state of Minne- 
sota, and O. P. B. Jacobson, railroad and 
warehouse commissioner of Minnesota. 

The macaroni factory of Luigi Verna, 
a three-story brick and frame buildin 
at 1021-25 South Ninth Street, collapsed 
on Wednesday, falling into a mass of 
wreckage about 25 feet high. No one 
was killed, though Ida Cippola, a book- 
keeper, was injured. R 

At the convention of the Tri-State Gro- 
cers’ Association, held at the Bellevue 
Stratford Hotel this week, the middle- 
man was defended as a factor in decreas- 
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ing, the cost of living, and not increasing 
it. The pro appropriation to allow 
the city to uy food and sell it at cost 
was condemned by wholesale grocers from 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware. 

E. Eldridge Pennock, senior member 
of Pennock & Co., grain merchants of 
this city, died March 4 of pneumonia. 
He was 60 years old and is survived by 
two children, his wife having died 11 
weeks previously of the same disease. 
Mr. Pennock was also vice-president of 
the National Bank of Germantown and 
vice-president of E. E. Smith & Co., con- 
tractors. He was directly deseended 
from Christopher Pennock, who came to 
this state with William Penn on the Wel- 
come. 

Samuzt S. Danrz1s. 





BUFFALO 

Burrato, N. Y., March 10.—Buyers 
seem to have dropped out of the market 
entirely this week, except for a little pat- 
ent. Millers believe this was due to the 
advanced prices and a feeling that the 
wheat market is going lower. 

The lack of new business is not worry- 
ing the miller half as much as the great 
scarcity of cars and the poor prospects 
of any improvement in the situation for 
some weeks to come. An _ occasional 
effort is made on the part of the rail- 
roads to get equipment, but the results 
are so unsatisfactory that shippers are 
getting tired and, as a rule, have given up 
the job. — 

The mills depending on wheat from 
Buffalo elevators are running about half- 
time or-not at all, but they have quite a 
bit of flour on hand and no particular 
rush orders to ship except mixed cars and 
feed. 
~The railroads promise a better supply 
of cars just as soon as the weather warms 
and clears up the accumulation of snow, 
which has been unusually heavy this win- 
ter. 

Prices of spring wheat patents and 
straights have been advanced 25c bbl, but 
other grades are unchanged. There is 
still a good gon in selling wheat instead 
of flour, and most millers seem to have 
a surplus of No. 1 northern. There is 
quite an improvement in the demand 
from local grocers, and prices are strong- 
er for the best family patents. 

Winter wheat millers seem to have little 
to offer, and as a rule are shut down, as 
there is so little demand. Representatives 
here are asking $9.65 for short winter 
patent, $9.40 for standard, and $8.95 for 
pastry, in wood, track, Buffalo. 

Rye flour stronger, and trade fair. 
No. 1 is quoted at $8.35, straight at $8, 
and blended at $7.90, in wood, track, 
Buffalo. 

There was another rush for bran thi: 
week. Offerings of spot stuff were picked 
up quickly at about $40 ton, but later 
some sales were made at $39. There was 
nothing on the market today, nor likely to 
be offered in straight cars next week, as 
mills have enough orders for mixed cars 
of flour and feed to take care of all they 
can produce. 

In a split-car way $40 is were A ob- 
tained for bran, me | $41 for middlings. 
Red dog declined fully $5 bbl, owing to 
the falling off in the export demand and 
only a limited trade here. 

Winter wheat feed representatives 
here are overrun with buyers, and could 
sell arfy quantity of near-by stuff at $40 
for bran and $41 for middlings and 
mixed feed. They have orders on han 
for three weeks’ shipment at those prices. 

Corn-meal coarse feed is wanted at the 
advance quoted, but mills are unable tv 
get cars to ship it out. Hominy feed is 
scarce, and everybody is sold ahead, with 
an active demand for spot. or shipment. 

Gluten feed advanced about $1, an 
offerings are very light. Cottonseed me: 
lower and quiet. 1 meal dropped $- 
ton, and the mills have plenty to sell at 
that decline at the moment, but there :; 
no certainty how long it will remain «! 
present prices. 

Kafir corn dull at $2.65 and milo maize 
the same price, per 100 lbs, track, Buffalo. 
Millet seed $3.20, sacked, per 100 lbs, 
track, Buffalo. 

Buckwheat is offered at $3.10 bulk, pc 
100 Ibs, track, Buffalo. The weather con- 
tinues good for the buckwheat flour 
trade, and sales are being made at $5.7) 
per 100 lbs in small paper bags. 

Rolled oats fairly active and firm. Oat 
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hulls, reground, scarce and oh yer or 
mand at $27-per 100 Ibs, sack track, 
Buffalo. ‘ 

THE OUTPUT 

The output of mills in this district for 
the week was 105,250 bbls, representin 
63 per cent of capacity, compared wit 
107,200, or 64 per cent, last week, 107,300, 
or 64 per cent, a year ago, 101,550, or 74 
per cent, in 1915, 107,800, or 78 per cent, 
in 1914, and 109,300, or 74 per cent, in 
1913. : : 

NOTES 

George Urban, Jr., is in New Orleans 
enjoying himself. 

Stocks of wheat here are about 9,600,- 
000 bus in store and afloat, of which 
4,300,000 are Canadian. Last year there 
were 11,195,000 bus in store and afloat. 

J. W. March, of the feed department 
of Igleheart Bros., millers, Evansville, 
ind., and Bert Miller, of Miller & Walk- 
er, grain dealers, Flora, Ind., were here 
this week. 

While elevator managers here say the 
-rain afloat in the Buffalo harbor will all 
ne unloaded by April 1, it will take more 
cars than are cow bole provided by fully 
100 per cent. The shipments are nearly 
ul Canadian wheat for export. 

E. BaNnGassER. 





ROCHESTER 


Rocuester, N. Y., March 10.—The 
flour output of the. Rochester mills this 
week was 12,100 bbls, of which 8,500 were 
spring wheat flour. This represented 60 
per cent of capacity, compared with 
11,900, or 59 per cent, last week, 12,500, 
or 62 per cent, a year ago, and 11,600, or 
9 per cent, two years ago. 

Operations in the flour market were 
slightly larger. Mills reported consider- 
able new business, as well as more ship- 
ping directions. Winter wheat millers 
were busier than the spring wheat opera- 
tors. The price tendency was upward on 
all grades, 

Spring patents advanced to $10@10.55, 
wood, Boston, The’ demand was spas- 
modic. City prices were marked up by 
some mills 20@30c, spring patent selling 
locally at $10.05@10.10, wood. 

Some reported a better demand for 
spring clears, and sales showed an in- 
crease. Prices were generally $1 under 
patents, although one mill quoted only 
Ge less. Quotations ranged $9@9.95, 
wood, Boston. 

Mills were sold ahead on spring low- 
grade flour, and did not have much to 
offer. One made a few sales at $6.65, 
jute, Boston, while another — $6.75. 

Winter wheat mills ran full time, hav- 
ing the best week in months. There was 
an increase in both new business and ship- 
ping directions. Winter straights were 
advanced 15ce bbl, sales being made in 
car lots at $8.90, wood, Boston. Local 
small buyers paid as high as $9.20. 

Rye flour advanced 10@1l5c bbl under 
a sharp demand and a firm market for 
rye. Mills reported a large influx of in- 
quiries, and managed to close some lar 
contracts, Sales of the best were mom 
at $8.25, wood, Boston. Local buyers 
paid $8.40, wood, for small lots. 

Graham flour advanced 10c bbl, selling 
freely at $7.90, wood, Boston. Orders 
were mostly small in size, but mills said 
the aggregate was large. Small orders in 
the local trade were filled at $8.20, wood. 
intire wheat flour was 10c bbl higher, 
sales being made at $9.80, wood, Boston. 

The amount of millfeed available was 
nowhere near enough for the demand, and 
mills obtained about any price they 
asked. Sales of spring bran were re- 
ported as high as $42.50, in 100’s, Boston, 
while some local buyers paid $42. Winter 
bran sold at $48, in 100’s, Rochester. 

Spring middlings ruled strong at last 
week’s advance of $1. All sales were on 
the basis of $44.50, in 100’s, Boston. De- 
mand was active, and mills could have 
sold ahead if they had desired. Winter 
middlings sold at $45@46, in 100’s, 
Rochester, and rye feed at $43. Crushed 
oats advanced to $55, Rochester. 


. NOTES 

About $60 worth of wheat was stolen 
this week from the warehouse of Henry 
Cross, Clyde. Grain has been taken from 
this plant on several occasions this winter. 

W. H. Duffett, president J. A. Hinds 
& Co. was in Bu alo this week looking 
into the shipping situation. Mills here 
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have had difficulty in getting wheat out 
of Buffalo. : 

Mild weather has dissipated most of 
the snow covering in this locality, and 
bare wheatfields were reported from some 
sections. So far, however, no material 
damage hus been claimed from winter- 
killing. : 

Crushed against a wall in the garage 
of the Ward Bros.’: Bakery Co. by an 
automobile that started without warning, 
Alfred Hobson received injuries that re- 
sulted in his death. His widow has sued 
for $10,000 damages. Hobson was not an 
employee of the oe and the baking 
concern alleges that he was trespassing. 

R. J. ATKrns. 


PITTSBURGH 

Prrrssurcu, Pa., March 10.—There was 
a slight improvement in the flour market 
this week, and the volume of business was 
larger than for some time. Railroad con- 
ditions showed improvement, and_ this, 
with the government report of reserves 
on the farms, was mainly responsible for 
the more active market. Shipping direc- 
tions on old contracts were good. 

Springs were firm, and ranged, for pat- 
ents, $9.50@10.10 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; 
straights, $9.30@9.75, cotton. 

Kansas hard winters, patents, $9.20@ 
9.60 bbl, 49-lb paper bags; straights, $9@ 
9.40, cotton. 

Near-by soft winters were unchanged 
from last week, and were offered freely 
at $7.60@8.10 bbl, bulk, for straights, 
with patents held about 30c bbl more. 

All grades of millfeed were in 
demand for cars for quick shipment, but 
buyers were slow to take feed for de- 
ferred delivery. Bran on track sold for 
$41 ton, a record price. Millfeed for 
pee gr was quoted: bran, $38.50; stand- 
ard middlings, $39; white middlings, $42; 
red dog, $45.50,—all in sacks. 

Receipts of ear corn were light, and 
quotations were obtained for good, sound 
stock. Shelled corn advanced, in keeping’ 
with the higher speculative markets. Ear 
corn, No. 2 yellow, was quoted at $1.18@ 
1.19 bu; ...'.:d corn, No. 2 yellow, $1.17 
@1.18; oats, No. 2 white, 72@721,c. 

Receipts for the week ending Friday: 
millfeed, 15 cars; ear corn, 10; shelled 
corn, 80; oats, 103. 


NOTES 





Jobbers held established Minneapolis: 


brands to the grocery trade at $10.20@ 
10.60 bbl, 49-lb paper bags. 

Weddle & Sutton, for many years in 
the flour and feed business at West New- 
ton, have sold to W. R.-Andrews, and 
will retire. Mr. Andrews expects to take 
possession May 1. . 

The following changes are reported by 
the local office of the Russell-Miller 
Milling Co: A. G. Chase, formerly a spe- 
cial salesman, takes charge of the south- 
ern West Virginia and western Virginia 
territory, with headquarters at Charleston, 
W. Va; D. R. Dillinger, until recently 
with B. H. Voskamp’s Sons, will have 
charge of northern West Virginia, west- 
ern Maryland and southwestern Penn- 
sylvania. W. A. Low. 


BOSTON 

Boston, Mass., March 10.—Sharp ad- 
vances in prices during the week resulted 
in a slow focal demand for flour. Buyers 
will only pay the increase when it is abso- 
lutely necessary to have the flour for the 
near future. 

Arrivals show a slight improvement, 
but a large proportion of the receipts are 
for export. While there has been no ac- 
tual pinch in New England among the 
big bakers, it has required shrewd plan- 
ning by receivers to so apportion the small 
amount that has come forward among 
those clamoring for flour, and who were 
entitled to receive it under their con- 
tracts, to prevent any real hardships. In 
some instances the smaller bakers were 
forced to buy flour at retail in order to 
keep things moving. ‘ 

Some millers’ agents are quietly offer- 
ing their product at slightly under open 
mill quotations, in the hope that they may 

filled on some material break in wheat. 
A few sales were placed in this way dur- 
ing the week, but as a rule the buyer can- 
not be induced to do much until he sees 
the flour purchased some time ago where 
he can get his hands on it, and get a 
return on the money invested. 

Prices on spring wheat patents at the 





close are fully 30@40c bbl higher than a 
week . Kansas hard wheat patents 
are held about 50c bbl higher in sacks, 
while soft winter patents have advanced 
about 20c. 

There is not much reselling of flour. A 
few receivers have some stored at various 
points in New England for resale, but 
the quantity is small. Practically the 
same range as is asked for mill shipment 
has been obtained by resellers who were 
able to make prompt delivery to the trade 
here. 

NOTES 

Semolina flour was sold in a moderate 
way during the week at $10.70 bbl, in 
sacks, 

Chauncey J. Thornton, New England 
representative of the New Prague 
(Minn.) Flouring Mill Co., has applied 
for membership in the Boston Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Receivers in this city are complaining 
that in several instances cars of flour 
have been entered while in transit, and 
part of the contents stolen. One had a 
car arrive a few days ago from which 60 
bbls, in sacks, had been taken. 

Albert K. Tapper, Walter E. Smith 
and John D. Peck represented the Boston 
Chamber of Commerce in opposition to 
the proposed withdrawal of the “hold” 
tariffs and increased diversion and re- 
consignment charges, at a hearing before 
the Interstate Commerce Commission held 
in Washington, March 10. 

Louis W. DePass. 





BALTIMORE 


Batutrmore, Mp., March 10.—Flour was 
unsettled and in fair demand most days, 
but closed easier and quiet. Offerings 
were more liberal, particularly from the 
West, and the premium on spot stuff 
gradually disappeared. Sales included 
practically all grades, with soft winters 
leading. Buyers are getting used to the 
present level of values. They have di- 
gested the news as to farmers’ reserves, 
and are now looking for a May squeeze. 
The decline for the week averaged 10c 
bbl. ; 

Springs were slow. Fancy short pat- 
ents closed nominally at $9.70@9.85; 
standard patents, $9.45@9.60; long pat- 
ents, straights and cut-straights, $9.15@ 
9.30; first clears, $8.45@8.70; second 
clears, $7.80@8.30,—98-lb cottons or 140- 
lb jutes, and 20@30c more in wood. Only 
a car-lot business was done, chiefly in the 
medium qualities. There was some in- 
quiry for good first clear, which went un- 
satisfied owing to light offerings. 

Soft winters were in constant demand. 
Patents closed nominally at $8.90@9.15, 
wood, 20@30c less in sacks, 40@45c less 
in bulk or buyer’s package; near-by 
straights, $8.10@8.25; western, $8.20@ 
8.30,—bulk or buyer’s sacks, 10@15c more 
in cotton or jute, 40@45c more in wood. 
Both local and export buyers were in the 
market, principally for straight, which 
sold well around $8.25, bulk. The West 
was anxious to sell, and made some tempt- 
ing prices on short patent, straight and 
low-grade which resulted in bookings. 

- Hard winters were more active, with 
— at the close quoted nominally at 

40@9.55; straights, $9.15@9.30; clears, 
$8.25@8.50,—98-lb cottons or 140-lb jutes, 
or 20@30c more in wood. Good sales 
were made of both short and long patent, 
mainly the former and early in the week. 
Some call for good first clear. 

Receipts of flour for the week, 28,496 
bbls; clearances, withheld. 


NOTES 

A. W. Mears, of White & Co., flour, 
Baltimore and New York, has returned 
from Cuba. 

Grain exports from Baltimore this 
week were 1,866,081 bus—424,778 wheat, 
782,142 corn, 486,433 oats and 172,728 rye. 

Lewis S. Tyler, local manager Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., Minneapolis, has ap- 
plied for membership in the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Cash wheat made new high records in 
this market on Tuesday, when No. 2 red 
western touched $2.11 and No. 2 red $2.07. 
Prices at the close were 63,¢ lower. 

President Legg, .of the Chamber of 
Commerce, has advised by Vice- 
President Thompson, of the Baltimore & 
Ohio, that the first solid train of flour 
received from Minneapolis for relief of 
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the alleged famine in the large eastern 
cities, comprising 43 cars, is being rushed - 
to destination. 


It is stated that a new shipbuilding 
plant may be established at Port Coving- 
ton, on land owned by and adjoining the 
Western Maryland Railway, by New 
‘York interests. 


Receipts of new southern corn from 
Oct. 21, 1916, to March 10, 1917, 239,791 
bus; corresponding period last year, 185,- 
786. Range of prices this week, $1@1.19; 
last year, 751,@80c. 

Receipts of new southern wheat from 
June 20, 1916, to March 10, 1917, 1,385,- 
438 bus; same time last year, 1,576,184. 
Range of prices this week, $1.53@2.07; 
year ago, $1.12@1.16. 

Paul P. Whitman, recently appointed 
trades commissioner to investigate ports 
and transportation facilities in Russia 
and the Far East, was in Baltimore last 
Tuesday for a conference with officials 
of the Chamber of Commercé and other 
commercial bodies. It is generally be- 
lieved that Mr. Whitman will succeed in 
opening up trade relations on a large 
scale with Russia and the Orient. 

The great steel and concrete coal pier 
of the Baltimore & Ohio road at Curtis 
Bay, said to be the largest structure of 
the kind in the world, was opened for 
traffic March 6. The new pier, which is 
operated throughout by electricity, cost 
$2,500,000, and is capable of handling 
7,000 tons of coal an hour. Takaki Ta- 
mada, civil engineer of the Japanese gov- 
ernment railways, was present at the 
opening of the pier by special consent of 
the federal authorities. 

The Potomac States Master Bakers’ 
Association, at its meeting held here last 
Tuesday, decided to hold its next annual 
convention in the Hotel Rennert, Balti- 
more, June 5-7. Committees to prepare 
for the occasion were appointed, and will 
report progress later. About 150 mem- 
bers attended the meeting, and included 
bakers and flour and supply men from 
Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia and 
the District of Columbia. Charles E. 
Meade, a baker of Baltimore, is president 
of the association, and A. J. Clarke, of 
Richmond, Va., is secretary. 

Frey & Son, Inc., wholesale grocers 
and flour, have been declared entitled to 
damages against the Welsh Grape Juice 
Co. for alleged discrimination in restraint 
of trade, by the United States circuit 
court of appeals, reversing the lower 
courts. It is claimed the ruling is a very 
important and far-reaching one, as it in- 
volves an application of the federal anti- 
trust laws, including the Clayton amend- 
ment. The decision, it is said, will put a 
stop to the practice of manufacturers of 
foodstuffs trying to control the price of 
their products after they have passed into 
other hands. 

Visitors were H. S. Harker, of the 
Wheat Export Co., Inc., buyer for the 
allies, New York; William G. Crocker, 
director and manager feed department 
Washburn-Crosby Co., Minneapolis; A. 
D. Acheson, sales-manager Shane Bros. 
& Wilson Co., Philadelphia; J. F. Krou- 
til, president and manager Yukon (Okla.) 
Mill & Grain Co; H. E. Miller, repre- 
senting Lamson Bros. & Co., grain, and 
Arthur F. Lindley, of Clement, Curtis & 
Co., grain, Chicago; E. M. Flesh, of C. H. 
Albers Commission Co., grain, St. Louis; 
W. G. Bragg, cereal broker, Richmond, 
Va; W. P. Devereux, of W. P. Devereux 
Co., grain, Minneapolis; P. H. Beviss, 
Duluth, Minn. 

Furness, Withy & Co., Ltd., steamship 
agents and owners, have bought a lot on 
South Street, running back to Holliday 
Street, for which they paid about $75,000, 
and on which they propose to erect a two- 
story brick and stone office building, de- 
signed after the style of the seventeenth 
century buildings at Whitehall, London, 
the Horse Guards and the banqueting 
hall, at an additional cost of about 
$60,000. It is said Lord Furness ap- 
yt of the purchase and the plans. 
n view of these developments, it is now 
generally believed- that Furness, Withy 
& Co., Ltd., are the principals in the 
projected $15,000,000 steamship line be- 
tween Baltimore and South America 
which was announced some weeks ago by 
Vice-President Thompson, of the Balti- 
more & Ohio Railroad. 


Cartes H. Dorsey. 
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This week brought a slight improve- 
ment in the soft wheat flour trade in 
north coast territory. Demand from 
California, however, shows little or no im- 
provement, and the market there is more 
or less demoralized by cheap offerings of 
Canadian flour. The port mills quoted 
soft wheat flours this week, basis 49-lb 
cotton sacks: blue-stem family patent, 
$8.40 bbl; blue-stem cut-off and club 
straights, $7.40@7.60. 

That stocks of soft wheat flours in 
southern and southeastern states are run- 
ning low is evidenced by the fact that 
there was a considerably increased in- 
quiry from those sections during the 
week, and a moderate volume of new 
business was placed. Most of the book- 
ings in those markets were made by the 
smaller interior mills of Washington and 
Oregon, at prices 25@50c bbl less than 
the majority of the mills are willing to 
sell at. 

Some mills appear to be making the 
same mistake this year which they did at 
the beginning of the active buying move- 
ment from those sections last year, selling 
at unnecessarily low prices, and consid- 
erably below quotations made by central 
states soft wheat mills. Pastry flours 
were quoted by interior mills last week 
for delivery from Memphis, Tenn., at 
$8.25@8.75 bbl, basis 24-Ib cotton sacks. 
Some of the port mills quote pastry flours 
on the same sack basis, f.o.b. cars here, 
around $8 bbl. 

Business in hard wheat flours is life- 
less. The few bakers who have not sup- 
plied their demands up to July are buy- 
ing only in small lots to cover immediate 
necessities. On yesterday’s close, Dakota 
flours were quoted: first patent, $9.70@ 
10.85 bbl; second patent, $9.40@10.35; 
first clears, $9.15@9.30. Montana flours 
range: first patent, $9.10@10.30; second 
patent, $8.90@9.85; first clear, $8.55@ 
8.95. Kansas patent was quoted at $9.85. 

Feed is scarce, but not quotably higher ; 
local bran $26 ton, and shorts $29. 

Chicago, Minneapolis and St. Louis 
were active bidders for Washington wheat 
throughout the week at 6@8c bu over 
the Chicago May price, for Big Bend 
blue-stem. Bid prices for wheat on the 
Seattle Merchants’ Exchange yesterday 
were: blue-stem and Turkey red $1.71 bu; 
forty-fold, $1.66; club and fife, $1.65; red 
Russian, $1.62. 


IIONGKONG FLOUR IMPORTS 


One of the best-posted authorities in 
the flour trade at Hongkong advises that 
the 1916 imports of flour amounted to 
1,604,033 %-bbl sacks, compared with 
2,075,129 for 1915, 3,939,754 for 1914, 
5,176,623 for 1913, and 5,694,554 for 1912. 

The 1916 and 1915 receipts of flour at 
Hongkong, with countries of origin, in 


sacks, were as follows: 
1916 1915 
Ley pew ae 975,771 1,815,129 
7,662 
51,100 
7,800 
,700 


United States 
Canada 
Australia 
Shanghai 
Japan 


GREAT FALLS STRIKE SPREADS 


The settlement of the strike of the em- 
ployees of the Royal Milling Co., at 
Great Falls, Mont., supposed to have been 
reached about a mofth ago, fell through, 
being followed by a union-labor boycott 
of the mill’s flour. The strike then spread 
to other industries, resulting in walk-outs 
by grocery clerks, painters, tinners, elec- 
tricians, contractor’s helpers, lumber yard 
employees, teamsters, cooks, waiters, bar- 


keepers, barbers, machinists and _ iron 
workers. 

The committee of ‘the employers’ union 
which is attempting to arbitrate the dif- 
ference between the mill company and 
the cereal workers’ union has notified the 
latter that the mill will take back 15 of 
the 26 men who formerly worked for it, 
including those who have returned to 
work, will pay the wage schedule offered 
by the mill and accepted as satisfactory 
by the union, and will agree to allow the 
union to solicit men to become members, 
but will not make a personal effort to get 
them to join, and would not be adverse 
to an agreement along the lines submit- 


ted by the union. 


CHINESE WHEAT YIELD 


Recently compiled official Chinese esti- 
mates place the annual wheat yield of the 
Chinese Empire at the immense amount 
of 26,000,000 tons, or approximately 
884,000,000 bus. This includes the aver- 
age Manchurian yield of 10,000,000 bus. 
Since the official Chinese estimate of the 
rice crop is only 3,750,000 tons, it is evi- 
dent that the 275,000,000 population of 
China is fed more largely from wheat 
and less from rice than has generally 
been believed, 

The modern mills of Shanghai and 
throughout the Yangtze Valley, with a 
daily capacity of 13,175 bols of flour, 
would grind only 200,000,000 bus, or less 
than one-fourth of the crop, if operated 
steadily, which they are not, and the mills 
of southern Manchuria, with 8,000 bbls 
daily flour capacity, 80,000,000 bus addi- 
tional, leaving over 600,000,000 bus for 
the countless small hand-power mills of 
China and for consumption in other ways. 
Since under the ‘Treaty of Tientsen, re- 
affirmed in the Anglo-Chinese Mackay 
Treaty of 1902, wheat cannot be exported 
from China, the home consumption of 
wheat in China must far exceed that of 
any other nation. 


NOTES 

The rate on flour from north Pacific 
ports to China and Japan is $15 short 
ton; to Manila, $17. 

Charles Vandenhook, manager Boze- 
man (Mont.) Milling Co., was in Seattle 
this week on the way to San Francisco. - 

Montana mills report considerable im- 
provement in demand for flour from the 
East, with shipping instructions prompter. 

The snow cover throughout most of 
Montana is still ample, and winter wheat 
has been well protected during the cold 
weather. 

The official Chinese estimate of the kao- 
liang crop (Kafir corn) is 7,000,000 tons; 
of other cereals, excluding rice, beans, 
peas, 7,000,000 tons. 

The car situation shows no improve- 
ment in the Pacific Northwest, and is 
generally pronounced to be at the most 
acute stage so far experienced. Some of 
the mills, however, report that they are 
receiving a few more cars for flour ship- 
ments to St. Louis territory. 

The office of Markets and Rural Or- 
ganization of the federal Department of 
Agriculture will open offices on the eighth 
floor of the Arctic Building April 1, for 
the work of uniform wheat grading, and 
install a wheat-testing laboratory. The 
Seattle office will be under the general 
mangement of the Pacific Coast main 
office at Portland. 

Persistent reports of large sales of 
Japanese flour on the Pacific Coast ap- 
pear to be without foundation. Japanese 
importers representing Japanese mills 
state that there have been no sales here, 
but heavy commitments to the United 
Kingdom recently. Samples of Japanese 
flour received here are very dark, poorly 
milled and purified, and could not com- 
pete with American flour at any price. 


CALIFORNIA 

San Francisco, Cau., March 10.—De- 
mand for flour this week was but little 
changed, buyers purchasing only for im- 
mediate needs. North coast flours were 
advanced 20c bbl. Blue-stem patent was 
quoted at $8.40@8.60; straight grade, 
$8.20@8.35; cut-off, $7.50,—98’s, cotton, 
delivered San Francisco. Local mills were 
unchanged at $9@9.40 for best grades 
family flour. 

Eastern hard wheat flour was close to 
the top price for the season. Kansas first 
patent was quoted at $9.80@10; Dakota 
first patent, $10.20@10.50; Montana first 
patent, $9.60@9.80,—98’s, cotton, deliv- 
ered San Francisco. 

Millfeed advanced with unexpected sud- 
denness, and by the middle of this week, 
when a full realization of the scarcity of 
all grades of feed became apparent, there 
was an unprecedented demand that forced 
prices up fully $2 ton. At the advanced 
price there were only limited quantities 
obtainable for prompt delivery from local 
mills, with north coast mills generally 
reporting nothing to offer for 30 to 60 
days. White bran is bringing $31@32 
ton; shorts, $33.50@34.50; middlings, $40 
@44,—delivered San Francisco. 





OREGON 

Porttanp, Orecon, March 10.—The 
flour output of Portland mills, with a 
combined weekly capacity of 33,000 bbls, 
was 17,422, or 52 per cent of capacity, 
this week, against 16,246 bbls, or 48 per 
cent of capacity, last week. 

The upturn in wheat prices led to a 
20c advance in flour at the beginning of 
the week. At $8.40, patents are back to 
the price prevailing in the middle of 
January, and also in November. This is 
the highest price at which flour has sold 
here since Civil War days. Straights are 
quoted at $7.60@7.80, valley grades at 
$7.90, whole-wheat at $8.60, and graham 
at $8.40. Cracked wheat has advanced to 
$10.70 bbl, and farina to the same quota- 
tion. 

The millfeed market is strong, with 
bran listed by the mills at $27 and shorts 
at $30.50. There is a heavy demand for 
millfeed, but the flour trade is slow. 

Wheat regained the high point of $1.72 
for blue-stem reached on Jan. 15, but the 
price was not maintained. Bids~ for 
March delivery at the Merchants’ Ex- 
change today were: blue-stem, $1.69; 
forty-fold, $1.66; club, $1.65; red Rus- 
sian, $1.60. 

There has been some inquiry from the 
East for wheat, but the bids have been 
generally out of line with the prices 
ruling here. Northwestern millers remain 
inactive, and the demand from California 
for wheat is slack. 

Oats are holding steady at around $27 
ton. Most of the crop is out of first 
hands, and holders are not offering freely. 
The barley market is nominal at $38.50@ 
39 for feed grade. 


GRADING SMUTTY WHEAT 


The Portland Merchants’ Exchange 
Association has declared in favor of giv- 
ing smutty wheat the grade it would be 
entitled to after cleaning. The grades 
proposed by the Department of Agricul- 
ture and discussed at the recent federal 
hearings in this city on grain standards 
placed smutty wheat in the sample grade. 

At a special meeting of the association, 
the following resolutions were unanimous- 
ly adopted: 

“Whereas, A large quantity of the 
wheat grown in the Pacific Northwest is 
smutty, and in spite of the best efforts 
of growers is likely to be so affected for 
years to come; and 

“Whereas, The loss of weight involved 
in removing the smut is readily ascertain- 
able, making the statement of a fair dock- 
age easily possible; and 

“Whereas, The grading of our smutty 
wheat as sample grain would leave open 
to dispute an important factor in its 
value; now, therefore, be it 

“Resolved, That the Merchants’ Ex- 
change Association of Portland, Oregon, 
is strongly opposed to the grading of 
smutty wheat as sample grain, but recom- 
mends that such grain, after cleaning, 
take the grade to which it is entitled, on 
basis of moisture test, weight test and 
other grade specifications, the dockage for 
smut to be shown on certificate of grade; 
also 

“Resolved, That a copy of this resolu- 
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tion be transmitted to the United States 
Department of Agriculture, Office of 
Markets and ‘Rural Organization.” 

A copy of the resolution was wired to 
C. J. Brand, chief of the Office of Mar- 
kets, Department of Agriculture. 


NOTES 

Four Portland firms submitted bids at 
San Antonio, Texas, for supplying the 
government with 5,000 sons of oats for 
army use on the Mexican border. The 


bids, per cental, were as follows: Albers 
Bros. Milling Co., $1.9214; Globe Grain 
& Milling Co., $1.981%4; M. H. Houser, 
4 Northern Grain & Warehouse Co., 
2.10. 


The crop report issued yesterday esti- 
mated wheat stocks in Oregon farmers’ 
hands on March 1 at 2,740,000 bus, 
against 3,004,000 a year ago and 1,820,000 
two years ago; oats, 4,670,000, against 
4,336,000 a year ago and 2,930,000 two 
years ago; barley, 1,078,000, against 936,- 
000 a year ago and 549,000 two years ago; 
corn, 134,000, against 116,000 a year ago 
and 59,000 two years ago. 

J. M. Lownspate. 





Farmers’ Grain Association 


The annual meeting of the North Da- 
kota Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Association 
was held at Fargo, Feb. 27-March 2. 

Resolutions were adopted commending 
the grain grading of the Minnesota Rail- 
road and Warehouse Commission and pro- 
testing against the formation of a state 
grading department in North Dakota. 

Other resolutions expressed belief that 
trading in futures was an essential part 
of the grain business. A formal protest 
was made against the passing of bills be- 
fore the Minnesota legislature to tax op- 
tion trading. 

Government ownership of railroads was 
advanced as a practical remedy for ex- 
isting troubles. 

A. A. Lane, of Sherwood, was elected 
president; William Holmquist, of Reeder, 
first vice-president; J. M. Still, of Beach, 
second vice-president; M. C. Gaulke, of 
Thompson, secretary; L. P. Ormsby, of 
Kdgeley, treasurer. - ¢ 

Bismarck was chosen as the meeting- 
place in 1918. 





Macaroni Factories Affected 


James C. Andrews, Yerxa, Andrews & 
Thurston, Minneapolis: 

Receipts of wheat are continuing, and 
probably will for the balance of this 
month, due to the fact that North Dakota 
is quite naturally trying to reduce its 
wheat in elevators before tax assessment 
on April 1. 

We anticipate a lighter movement of 
wheat after April 1 and will not be sur- 
prised if durum, as well as spring, be- 
comes very scarce and in great demand. 
There is no surplus of durum products 
held anywhere. Shipments in transit, al- 
though very badly delayed, will create no 
surplus on arrival, because the macaroni 
factories are more or less idle on account 
of the lack of raw material, and must 
work night and day to fill their own or- 
ders. 

We therefore expect a very heavy de- 
mand for semolina until the new crop, 
and shall not be surprised to see the de- 
mand even greater than the possibilities 
of manufacture. 





Exports for Week Ending March 3, 1917 
Wheat Corn Flour Oats 

From— bus bus bbis 

New York. 2,359,461 59,566 

Boston 514,995 

Philadelp’a,. 

Baltimore. 

Norfolk, Va. 

New. News 

N. Orleans. 


Galveston.. 170,000 





142,566 1,401,142 

217,406 1,405,950 
72,479 = ....-- 
10,294 


Tots., wk.3,788,673 1,105,353 
Prev. wk. .2,920,244 1,037,704 
U. K’gdom.1,893,076 649,194 
Continent .1,894,594 530,703 
8S. and Ctl. 

America. 
W. Indies. . 
Other 

countries, 


- 3,788,673 1,105,353 


23,698 
32,875 
1,003 


25,456 3,220 





Totals . 142,566 





Summary of U. 8S. and Canadian Exports 

July ito Same time 

Mar. 3,1917 last year 
Wheat, 187,995,641 223,316,989 
Flour, bbls 9,661,941 9,723,709 
Totals as wheat, bus. 231,474,375 267,073,679 
Corn, bus 33,121,243 13,448,235 
Oats, DUB pees eeee + 175,288,383 67,495,859 








eS 
of 


0 


vo 
.- 
0; 
r0 


a- 
ym 


ge 
1- 
O- 


te 


at 


h, 
of 
of 


y- 


1d 
lis 


ts 
nt 


of 


e- 
d. 
ts 
1- 
10 
ni 
nt 
st 


e- 


Ps 


es 










March 14, 1917 





THE WEEKLY NORTHWESTERN MILLER 









y 
> 
° 
a“ 
' 


YSIS INS YS WS 





GAN 


OPO ANG ING LNG LNG FO LNG CJR AAU TA SAL SAL a ALL Da te PAL Pe TA BAL PAL Pt Dak SA A 











2) Lo Lok Be Dt Le Be Eo Le to Lo Ee Ee 


ADIAN - DEPARTMENT 


A.H. BAILEY - MANAGER 
442;GRAIN: EXCHANGE: WINNIPEG: MANITOBA: 4" - 1001 LUMSDEN - BUILDING:TORONTO 
CABLE -ADDRESS ““PALDMKING” 


VEC Val BAL Pal et Pa el oe 








[ Wa Wa DS) 





ry 


iia wee We 


a\/a\/ Obi a7 8 









"AL 

















Contents of this publication are protected 
by copyright. Republication permitted when 
credit is given The Northwestern Miller. 








Toronto, Ont., Marcu 10, 1917 








A BAD MUDDLE 

It is difficult to understand the situation 
in Canada with regard to the break-down 
in transportation. It is full of contra- 
dictions. The railways issue and with- 
draw embargoes, supply and refuse to 
supply cars, haul and refuse to haul 
goods, with a degree of irresponsibility 
that is beyond the comprehension of those 
who desire to use their service. The 
country is full of empty or idle cars, but 
has a shortage of motive power. 

Goods the property of the government 
take precedence over all others in making 
their way to destinations, and get quick 
dispatch, while important shipments of 
foodstuffs for civilian use in Britain get 
no consideration whatevér and are fre- 
quently left for months at or near the 
seaboard, while ships intended to carry 
them are obliged to sail light or take on 
other cargo. 

A quite frequent occurrence lately is 
for flour intended for England to reach 
points practically on the seaboard, only ‘to 
meet with refusal on the part of connect- 
ing roads that are necessary to complete 
the journey to dockside. A matter of 
two or three miles’ haul would complete 
the connection with vessel, and enable 
shipments to go forward. At the same 
moment, the defaulting roads will be giv- 
ing excellent service over the same short 
haul for other classes of freight. 

Evidently, Canada needs for the period 
of the war a director of transportatioa, 
with power to control the movement of 
freight and a system of control that will 
prevent the present waste of time and 
facilities by transportation companies. 
Co-ordination of services would effect an 
enormous saving to the country in the 
cost of delivering goods to British buyers, 
and to that extent would help to win the 


war, 


THE FLOUR SITUATION 

Locally, and throughout Ontario, busi- 
ness in flour is good. Advances in wheat 
have stimulated buying. Most new busi- 
ness is in mixed-car lots. Bakers are 
taking their usual quantities of flour. 
Prices for local deliveries advanced 20c 
on Monday. 

There is plenty of demand for flour for 
export but, since the railways refuse to 
haul anything but government supplies, 
business is at a standstill. Nominally, 
regulation 76 per cent extraction Mani- 
tobas are worth 63s per 280 Ibs, c.i.f. 
United Kingdom ports, while Ontario 
winters of 75 per cent extraction are 
worth 60s. 

Toronto brokers quote $7.65 bbl for 90 
per cent winters in bags, f.o.b. Toronto 
or Montreal, or $7.25 in bulk at seaboard 
for export. Local quotations, per bbl: 


Spring patents, firate .......--seeeeeee $9.70 
Spring patents, seconds ..........+++++ 9.20 
Spring Grot, CIM ves s cvs ecees cbse cso 8.80 
Spring second clears .......ceseeeeee. 9.30 
Winter and spring blends ............. 8.60 
Winter 90 960. GIMME dia oabsdss4eeswonts 8.10 


All delivered in 98-lb bags, mixed-car lots, 
Ontario country points. 


MILLFEED DEAR 

Mill offals have reached a price that is 
quite the record for this province. Sup- 
plies are so limited that buyers who must 
have straight cars are paying high pre- 
miums for supplies. Bran has been sold 
at over $39 ton in straight cars. At the 
same time it is known that the big west- 
ern mills have considerable stocks of feed 
in store there which will come east as soon 
as the railways can handle the cars. 


Prices: bran in straight cars, in bags, 
$38@39 ton, delivered Ontario points; 
shorts, $42; feed flour, $54@56. Bran in 
mixed cars, $36; shorts, $38 ton in bags. 


WINTER WHEAT 
Ontario winter wheat is rising steadily 
in sympathy with outside markets. With- 
in a fortnight it has gone up 10c bu. 
Deliveries are limited. No. 2 red. or 
white, in cars, track, country points, $1.84 
@1.86 bu; farmers’ loads at mill doors, 
$1.75@1.80. 
Manitoba wheat, No. 1 northern, $2.06; 
No. 2 northern, $2.034,; No. 3 northern, 
$1.8714,,—on track, Bay ports. 


CEREAL GRAINS 
Oats are in good demand. Mill pur- 
chases have increased, and the feeding 
demand is also exceptional. Prices made 
gains throughout the week. Quotations; 
No. 2 red or white Ontario oats, 65@67c 
bu; malting barley, $1.22@1.23; rye, $1.41 
@1.43; peas, $2.50; buckwheat, $1.28,—in 
car lots, on track, country points. No. 2 
Canadian western oats, 74144@75%4¢ bu, 
delivered Toronto or Ontario points; No. 
3 American yellow corn, $1.22 bu. 


DEMAND FOR OATMEAL 


There is a steady domestic demand for 
both bulk and package rolled oats and 
oatmeal. The fact that housewives are 
finding these among the cheapest foods 
obtainable is increasing sales. Export 
business amounts to nothing. The pres- 
ent price of rolled oats is $3.45 per bag 
of 90 lbs, mixed cars, Ontario points; 
oatmeal in 98-lb bags, $3.80. 

Reground oat hulls, $28 ton, in bags, 
car lots, Ontario points or Montreal. 


NOTES 

The bag factories of Toronto and Mont- 
real are unusually busy. 

Sterling exchange on 60-day paper is 
quoted here at $4.7151 London. 

There is a good inquiry from United 
States buyers for Canadian flour. 

W. E. McGaw, Winnipeg, spent a part 
of the week in Toronto. He is organizing 
his grain connections in the East. 

Most of the considerable stocks of 
wheat and oats held in Georgian Bay ele- 
vators is understood to belong to the 
British government. 


Shipments of grain and mill products 
from western Canada are reaching On- 
tario in mere driblets. The railway serv- 
ice around the north shore is very bad. 

Millfeed has become so scarce in On- 
tario that unprecedented prices are being 
paid by needy buyers for supplies. West- 
ern spring wheat bran in car lots passed 
$39 ton in some cases. 

The city of London, Ont., is taking 
steps to have a grain elevator built at 
Port Stanley, which is the Lake Erie port 
for its water traffic. The proposed capital 
investment is $100,000. 

The Colonial Cereal Co., Ltd., Mark- 
ham, Ont., has been organized to take over 
the mill of Milne Bros., at that place. 
A. W. Milne is president of the new 
company, and D. E. Jones secretary- 
treasurer. 

The Canadian Cereal & Flour Mills, 
Ltd., is putting its flour mill at Tillson- 
burg into running order. This mill has 
been shut down for some years. The oat- 
meal plant at same point will also be 
refitted and operated later. At present 
the company’s flour mills at Galt and Ayr 
are working to capacity. 





The Interstate Commerce Commission 
reports earnings of 151 railroads for Jan- 
uary as follows: Mileage 191,892, increase 
1,056; operating revenue $242,288,476, in- 
crease $34,603,100; net revenue $69,465,- 
265, increase $9,413,630. 





WESTERN CANADA 

Wiynirec, Man., March 10.—Demand 
for flour this week has been quiet. Mill- 
ers have booked a small mixed-car trade, 
and a little new export business has been 
taken. 

On Wednesday, millers announced an 
advance of 30c bbl for spring patents. 
The big mills today are asking for top 
patents $9.70, seconds $9.20, and_ first 
clears $8.30 bbl, net, in 98-lb bags, de- 
livered to the retail trade in mixed-car 
lots at Manitoba points. 

There is a heavy demand for millfeed, 
but shipments are limited to the small 
amount the railways are able to carry, 
and mills have difficulty in filling orders. 
Today’s net prices to Manitoba points, in 
100-lb sacks, straight- or mixed-car lots, 
per ton, are: bran, $30; shorts, $32; spe- 
cial middlings, $38; red dog or feed flour, 
$42; oil cake, $47. 

Rolled oats and oatmeal continue to sell 
freely throughout the West. Today’s 
price for rolled oats at country points 
is $3 per 80-lb bag, delivered; granulated 
oatmeal, $3.75 per 98-lb bag. 


THE GRAIN MARKETS 


Cash wheat has been in fairly good de- 
mand, but no great amount of business 
was done at any time. Exporters and 
eastern millers bought moderately, but 
the shipping congestion has acted as a 
deterrent to heavy trade. 

Closing prices, in cents per bushel, on 
each day of the week: 


-————Cash———_, --F utures— 

In 2n 3n May July 
March 5 .... 185% 182% 177% 186% 184% 
March 6 .... 188% 186% 180 188% 186% 
March 7 .... 187% 184% 178% 186% 184% 
March 8 .... 187% 184% 178% 186% 184% 
March 9.... 188 RO5M seuss 187% 185 
March 10 .... 188% 185% 178% 187% 185% 


All prices are on the basis of delivery in 
store at Fort William and Port Arthur. 

Cash oats have been in excellent de- 
mand throughout the week, and are now 
62%%,¢ bu for No. 2 Canadian western, in 
store, Fort William. 

Cash barley closed today at $1.05 bu, 
Fort William, an advance of 5c for 
the week. 

Cash flaxseed closed at $2.65 bu, Fort 
William, an advance of 11%c for the 
week. 

NOTES 


Wheat inspected at Winnipeg for Feb- 
ruary, 6,035 cars, against 10,339 in Jan- 
uary. 

The Farmers’ Club Elevator Co., Ltd., 
with headquarters at Winnipeg, has been 
incorporated, with a capital of $300,000. 

A. H. Klassen, Hague, Sask., has sold 
his flour mill to Berg & Schmidt. Mr. 
Schmidt has had charge of this mill for 
a year, and was formerly engaged in mill- 
ing at Foam Lake, Sask. 

The buildings and elevator of. the 
Northern Elevator Co., Winnipeg, were 
completely destroyed by fire on Friday 
night. The elevator was filled to capacity 
with 150,000 bus grain, chiefly oats. Loss 
to the building is estimated at $100,000, 
and to grain in store $100,000, most of 
which is covered by insurance. The ele- 
vator was a sheet iron building and has 
been for more than 20 years a landmark 
in the West. It is believed that over- 
heated machinery was the cause of the 
fire. 


W. P. Fraser, M. A., professor of 
biology, has been appointed to conduct 
special investigation with respect to grain 
rusts, at the field laboratories recently 
erected at Brandon, Man., and Indian 
Head, Sask. This appointment, it is re- 
ported, has been made in consequence of 
the serious losses sustained by western 
farmers by reason of the various rust 
diseases which have attacked previous 
crops, and Professor Fraser, who is one 


of the best authorities on this subject, 
will devote himself to the study of pre- 
ventive measures. G. Rock. 





MONTREAL 

Montreat, Que., March 10.—A_ firm 
feeling prevails in the local flour market, 
and prices for spring wheat grades are 
fully maintained. A good business has 
been done during the week for both do- 
mestic and country account, and_ this, 
with the large orders millers have on hand 
for the government, keeps the output of 
mills well sold up. Sales of first patents 
were made at $9.80, seconds at $9.30, and 
strong clears at $9.10 bbl in bags, and 30¢ 
more in wood, in mixed-car lots, deliv- 
ered to the trade. 

-There has been no change in winter 
wheat flour. Sales of broken lots of 90 
per cent patents were made at $8.50@ 
8.80 bbl in wood, and at $4.10@4.25 per 
bag, delivered to the trade. 

Owing to the scarcity of ocean freight 
space for flour from all seaboard ports 
and the fact that steamship agents have 
canceled contracts made two or three 
weeks ago for sales made by millers for 
March shipment to. Liverpool, London 
and Bristol, there has been no further 
business done in this direction, and the 
prospects for the future are not encour- 
aging. 

Demand for feed flour has been good, 
owing to the great scarcity of other feed- 
stuffs, and sales of some round lots were 
made for prompt delivery at $3 per bag, 
delivered, 

A strong feeling prevails for millfeed. 
Bran sold at $36@38, shorts at $39@40, 
and middlings at $41@42 ton, including 
bags; in mixed-car lots, delivered to the 
trade. Sales of a few full car lots of 
shorts were made at $43 ton for ship- 
ment to Ontario points, and of flour 
middlings at $51. 

Rolled oats unsettled, and prices ir- 
regular. Sales of round lots were made 
at $3.20@3.25 per bag of 90 lbs, but lead- 
ing millers are still quoting broken lots of 
standard grades at $3.35@3.45, delivered 
to the trade. 

x * 

The Armour Grain Co., of Chicago, 
which held 260,000 bus Manitoba wheat 
in store here, sold it to the Belgian Relief 
Fund this week. 

Tuomas S. Bark. 


MARITIME PROVINCES 

Sr. Joun, N. B., March 10.—Prices for 
flour have advanced. Manitobas are 
marked up 20¢ bbl; Ontarios, 5c. 
Prices are as follows: Manitoba first pat- 
ent, $10.20 bbl; first clears, $9.80; Ontario 
blended flour, $9.25. All quotations are 
for car lots in wood, f.o.b. track St. John; 
Halifax, 5c bbl more. 

Feeds have also advanced. Manitoba 
and Ontario mills quote bran and mid- 
dlings at $38 and $41 ton, respectively, 
an increase of $1 in each case. Feed flour 
is quoted at $54 ton, in car lots, bagged, 
f.o.b. track, St. John. 

Rolled oats are offered at $7.30 bbl, in 
wood, an advance of 10c; standard oat- 


meal, $8. 





NOTES 


Advices from the West Indies indicate 
that business is good, and there is a fair 


demand for Canadian flours. 


Work on the new grain elevator for the 
Canadian Government Railways in St. 
John is progressing well. It is expected 
the plant will be ready for next season's 
business. 

Among the successful candidates in the 
New Brunswick elections held recently 
was Fred Magee, of , Westmoreland 
County, a large dealer and well known to 
flour men in this territory. 

Arrep E. McGrntey. 
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CHICAGO, MARCH 10 
FLOUR—Prices carload ‘and round 
f.o.b. Chicago: 
SPRING WHEAT FLOUR 
Leading Minneapolis brands, % 
sacks or wood, per 196 Ibs, less 
usual discounts for cash to re- 
tail merchants 
Spring patent, jute 
Spring straights, jute 
Spring clears, jute 
Second clear, 140 lbs, jute 
Red dog, 140 Ibs, jute 
City mills’ spring patents, jute.. 9. 30@ 


WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


Patent, southern, jute $9.00@9.40 
Straight, southern, jute 
Clear,-southern, jute 


HARD WINTER FLOUR 


First patent, Kansas, jute 
Patent, 95 per cent 
Clear, Kansas, jute 


RYE FLOUR 


Rye flour, white, jute $7.30 @7.60 
Rye flour, standard, jute - 7,.00@7.20 
MILLFEED—tThe general situation, so far 
as shipping is concerned, does not improve, 
and mills still find it necessary to be careful 
in offering feed in large quantities. Spring 
wheat bran is quoted at -$37.25; standard 
middlings and winter wheat bran, $37.50; 
winter middlings, $43; red dog, $45,—in 100- 
ib sacks. ° 
WHEAT—Prices closed 1%@2c lower. 
Offerings small; milling demand. Premiums 
on hard winter easier. No. 2 hard in store, 
2c under to 2c over May; fresh receipts 8@ 
10c over May, with sales at $1.96%. Turkey 
variety 15@18c over May. Dark wheat, 14@ 
17e over May. No. 2 red, fresh receipts, 8@ 
10c¢ over May. No. 1 northern, 9@12c over 
May, with choice blue-stem 15c premium, 
RYE—Offerings small, demand limited. 
No. 2 nominally $1.48. 
CORN GOODS—Higher. 
$2.63, per 100 Ibs. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 


Receipts and shipments of flour and grain 
for the week, with comparisons (000’s omit- 


ted): 
-Shipments—, 

1917 
247 386 
1,975 598 
2,336 1,210 
1,821 1,742 
44 79 


lots, 


$10.00@10.20 
9.20@ 9.65 


Grits $2.64, meal 


r-Receipts— 
19 19 


Flour, 
Wheat, 


Oats, 
Rye, 
Barley, bus.... 618 139 


PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 10 

FLOUR—Receipts, 4,053 bbls and 5,878,992 
Ibs in sacks. No exports. Quotations, 196 
Ibs in wood: 
Spring favorite brands 
Spring patent 
Spring first clear 
City mills— 

Choice and fancy patent 
Winter straight 





$10.25 @10.65 
9.40@ 9.75 
8.75@ 9.00 


Kansas straight, cotton sacks... 
Kansas first clear, cotton sacks. . 8. 50@ 8. 75 

MILLFEED—Scarce, and spot spring bran 
50c higher. Feed to arrive also firmer. Quo- 
tations, per ton: 
Soft winter bran, 100-lb sacks. .$42.50@43.50 
Western to arrive, in bulk 42.00 @ 43.00 
Spring bran, 100-Ilb sacks— 

Spot 41.50 @ 42.50 

To arrive, all-rail 39.25 @ 40.00 
White middlings, to arrive, 100- 

lb sacks : 41.50@ 43.00 
Standard middlings, to arrive, 

100-lb sacks 39.00 @40.00 
Red dog, to arrive, 140-lb sacks 45.50@46.50 
Shorts, to arrive, 100-lb sacks... 39.00@40.00 
Mixed feed, to arrive, 100-ib sks 41.50@42.50 

WHEAT—Price fluctuations within narrow 
limits, and market without net change for 
week. Offerings light and demand fair. Re- 
ceipts, 567,786 bus; exports, 501,299; stock, 
1,378,998. Closing prices, bu: 


CAR LOTS, IN EXPORT ELEVATOR 


No. 2 red, spot $1.98 @2.03 
No. 2 southern red 1.96@2.01 
Steamer No. 2 red .. -. 1.94@1.99 
No. 3 red «+ 1.94@1.99 
Rejected A 1.90 @1.95 
Rejected B 1.86@1.91 

RYE—In small supply, and market firm 
and higher. Quotations: No. 2 western in 
export elevator, $1.58@1.63 bu. Small lots 
of near-by rye, in bags, $1.05 @1.26. 

RYE FLOUR—Quiet, but offerings 
and market 25c bbl higher. 
@8 per 196 Ibs, either in wood or sacks. 

CORN—Supplies small, and market ad- 
vanced 4c under a‘ fair demand. Receipts, 
172,577 bus; exports, 68,571; stock, 243,484, 
Closing prices, per bu: 

CAR LOTS FOR LOCAL TRADE 
Western No. 2 yellow $1.23@1.24 
Western No. 3 yellow 
Western No. 4 yellow 
Western No. 5 yellow . " 
Southern No, 3 yellow 1.19@1.20 

CORN PRODUCTS—Market firm, and some 
kinds higher under light offerings and in 


light 


Quotations: $7.75 ° 


sympathy with upward movement of raw ma- 
terial. Tradé, however, quiet. Quotations: 
100-ib 
bis sacks 
Kiln-dried yellow meal.$5. 184 @5.85 $2.80@2.85 
Granulated yellow meal 5.90@6.00 2. F 
Granulated white meal. 5.90@6.00 
Yellow table meal . 
White table meal 
White corn flour 
Yellow corn flour 
Pearl hominy 
Hominy and grits, case 1. 65@1. 70 
OATS—Offerings light, and market firm 
and 2%c higher. Demand fair. — Receipts, 
379,257 bus; exports, 68,571; stock, 358,761. 
Quotations: 
No. 2 white 
Standard white 
No. 3 white 
No. 4 white 
Sample oats 
OATMEAL—Market advancing in sympa- 
thy with raw material. Demand fully equal 
to the limited offerings. Quotations: ground, 
per 200 lbs, wood $7.99; patent, cut, per 200 
lbs, wood, $8.99@9.19; rolled, steam and 
kiln-dried, per 180 lbs, in wood, $7@7.35; 
pearl barley, in 100-lb sacks, $4.80@6.05. 


KANSAS CITY, MARCH 10 
FLOUR—Quotations on hard winter wheat 
flour, basis jute 140’s or cotton 98’s, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, prompt shipment: 
Patent.....$8.90@9.20 First clear.$7.60@8.10 
Straight... 8.40@8.75 Low-grade 6.50@7.00 





Federation differentials govern other pack- 


ages. 

For central states and “‘cotton sack” trade, 
mills quote $9@9.40 bbl for first patents, cot- 
ton 48’s, arrival draft. 

On round lots, interior mills quote $8.15@ 
8.40 for 95 per cent or straight flour, f.o.b. 
Kansas City, jute. 

“Patent” usually means from 65 to 80 per 
cent; “‘straight,’’ 100 per cent; “straight pat- 
ent,”’ 95 per cent. 

MILLFEED—Demand for bran is stronger 
than ever, with a further advance of fully 
5c per 100 lbs in the price. Dealers here put 
their price up to $1.90 late in the week, but 
the general market is about 5c below that. 
Shorts are also in bigger demand than ever, 
and the supply is nowhere near the require- 
ments. Quotations, basis Kansas City, per 
100-lb sacks: bran, $1.85 @1.90; brown shorts, 
$1.95; gray, $2; white, $2.20@2.25; corn chop, 
$2.10. 


WHEAT—The market was somewhat er- 
ratic, but there was a general good cash de- 
mand and offerings were quite well cleaned 
up. Mills are taking only what wheat they 
require for immediate use. Good milling 
wheat is selling at a premium of about l0éc 
over the May price, but the best samples 
command 12c over. Cash prices: hard wheat, 
No. 2, fair to choice Turkey, $1.96@1.97; dark 
and ordinary, $1.93@1.96; No. 3, fair to choice 
Turkey, $1.94@1.95%; dark and ordinary, 
$1.90@1.94; No. 4, fair to choice Turkey, 
$1.88@1.93; dark and ordinary, $1.80@1.88; 
soft wheat, No. 2, $1.93@1.97; No. 3, $1.88 
@1.95; No, 4, $1.80@1.92. 

CORN—The cash market was exceedingly 
keen, and record high prices were asked and 
readily obtained. Demand is largely for 
shipment to near-by points. Cash ag 4 
mixed corn, No. 2, $1.07% @1.08%; No. 
$1.07@1.08; white corn, No. 2, $1.08@1. 08%; 
No. 3, $1.07@1.08. 

WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 

r-Receipts— ara 

1917 1916 917 1916 

bus. .789,750 831,600 eee. 600 1,609,200 

- 237,500 848,750 177,500 598,750 
271,500 


Wheat, 
Corn, bus... 
Oats, 

Rye, 6,600 
Barley, bus... 25,200 
Bran, tons.... 420 
Hay, tons.... 17,344 


Flour, bbls... 7,750 7,000 





MILWAUKEE, MARCH 10 

FLOUR—Wholesale prices, car lots, per 
bbl, f.0.b. Milwaukee: 
Hard spring patent, wood $10.20@10.30 
Hard spring straight, wood 9.60@ 9.76 
Fancy clear, jute 8.7 9.00 
Rye flour, pure, wood 8.10 
Rye flour, country blended, jute. 7.35 
Kansas straight, cotton 9.40 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

white, 100 Ibs, cotton 2.80 
Kiln-dried granulated corn meal, 

yellow, 100 lbs, cotton 2.80 

MILLFEED—Higher. Standard bran, 
$36.50; standard fine middlings, $36.50; rye 
feed, $35.50; flour middlings, $40; red dog, 
$44; brewers’ dried grains, $38; oil meal; $35, 
—all in 100-Ib sacks. Demand good. 

WHEAT—Advanced 3@4c, with demand 
good from millers for choice. Receipts, 157 
cars. *‘ Low-grades were slow and liberally 
discounted to sell. No. 1 northern, $1.96@ 
2.05; No. 2, $1.93@2.03; No. 3, $1.57@1.90; 
No. 2 red, $1.94@1.96; No. 3 red, $1.84@1.92; 
No. 2 hard, $1.95 @2. 

No. 1 nor 
- 196@202 
198 @204 


No. 3 nor 
157@185 
160@190 
160@190 
160@190 


No. 2 nor 
193@197 
195@198 
193@197 
194@198 


Monday 
Tuesday ... 
Wednesday. 196@203 
Thursday .. 197@204 
Friday - 198@204 194@199 165@190 
Saturday .. 200@205 194@203 165@190 

BARLEY—Advanced 2@3c, with demand 
good from maltsters and brewers for choice. 
Receipts, 233 cars. Low-grades were picked 


up by shippers. Medium, $1,28@1.32; No. 3, 
$1.28@1.31; No. 4, $1.17@1.30; feed and re- 
jected, $1@1.24. 

RYE—Advanced 5@6c, with demand good 
from millers and shippers. Receipts, 37 cars. 
Shippers bought freely to arrive. No. 1, $1.56 
@1.59%; No. 2, $1.55@1.59; No. 3, $1.48@ 
1.58%. 

CORN—Advanced 3@4c, with demand good 
for all grades. Receipts, 231 cars. The local 
trade paid top prices for yellow, and millers 
were in the market at all times for white. 
No. 8. yellow, $1.07%@1.10; No. 4 yellow, 
$1.07@1.09%; No. 3 white, $1.07@1.10%. 

OATS—Declined 1%c, with demand good 
at all times. Receipts, 448 cars. Tables 
were cleared each day, demand being good 
for all grades. Standard, 60% @62%c; No. 
3 white, 59% @62c; No. 4 white, 59@61%c. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts— -Shipments—, 
1917 1916 1917 1916 

10,720 22,880 14,048 24,550 

193,750 61,250 107,769 41,593 

309,840 290,780 156,620 205,050 

876,120 292,060 670,879 827,072 

337,850 246,260 96,206 62,947 

43,840 28,320 42,675 21,260 

3,420 4,090 38,557 


Flour, bbls... 
Wheat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.... 
Oats, bus.... 
Barley, bus.. 
Rye, bus..... 
Feed, tons.... 500 


BUFFALO, MARCH 10 
FLOUR—Prices per bbl, wood, carloads: 


Spring 
ey he vencveeeceees $9.75@10.00 





Best patent 
Straight 
First clear 
Second clear 
Low-grade 
Rye, No. 1 


Spring bran, per ton 

Standard middlings, per ton -« 

Flour middlings, per ton 

Red dog flour, 140-lb sack, ton 
Hominy feed, white, per ton 

Gluten feed, per ton 

Corn meal, coarse, per ton .. 

Corn meal, table, per ton 

Cracked corn, per ton 

Cottonseed meal, 38.6 per cent, ton. 
Oil meal, per ton, carloads 

Rolled oats, bbl, 180 Ibs, net, wood... 
Oat hulls, reground, sacked, per ton.. 27. 00 

WHEAT—There were all sorts of prices for 
No. 1 northern, from 27 to 35c over Chicago 
May, the closing being about 30c over. There 
was-little demand, and buyers wanted to get 
it for as little as possible, while the millers, 
who were the principal sellers, tried to obtain 
the top price, but generally took considerably 
less. Opening shipment was offered at. 44\c 
over Chicago July. Winter wheat was held 
2@3c above last week, and the offerings were 
very light. There was no demand. Closing: 
No. 2 white, $2.01; No. 3 white, $1.96; No. 2 
red, $2.08; No. 3 red, $2; No. 2 mixed, $2.01; 
No. 3 mixed, $1.96,—on track, through billed. 

CORN—Buyers took all the offerings on 
arrival, and at the close the market was 
practically bare, with 2c advance asked over 
last week. Closing: No. 2 yellow, $1.18%; 
No. 3 yellow, $1.18; No. 4 yellow, $1.16; No. 5 
yellow, $1.14; No. 6 yellow, $1.12,—on track, 
through billed. 

OATS—tThe mills took all the good oats 
and paid top prices, while the lighter weights 
were hard to sell at the close at 2%c under 
last week. Anything in eastern cars, and 
ready to move, was wanted. Closing: No. 2 
white, 69%c; standard, 69%c; No. 3 white, 
69%c; No. 4 white, 68%c,—on track, through 
billed. 

BARLEY—Maltsters cleaned up all the 
offerings on spot. They were bidding for 
lake shipment up to June 1, but dealers had 
nothing to sell. Quotations at the close: spot, 
$1.32 @1.38; rail shipment, $1.30@1.35; open- 
ing shipment, $1.30@1.34. 

RYE—Some inquiry for export. No. 2 was 
quoted at $1:65, on track, through billed. 





ST. LOUIS, MARCH 10 


FLOUR — Following are nominal quota- 
tions, carload and round lots, f.o.b. St. Louis: 


HARD WINTER FLOUR 
Quotations per 196 Ibs, in 140-Ib jute bags: 
Fancy patent 
Straight 
First clear 
Second clear 
Low-grade 


SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 


First patent, in cotton 
Second patent, in cotton 
Extra fancy, in jute 
Second clear 
Low-grade 

PACIFIC COAST SOFT WHEAT FLOUR 
Fancy patent $8.80@9.00 
Straight 8.45 @8.65 

7.85 @8.15 

MILLFEED—Qiotations in 100-Ib bags, 
basis East St. Louis: for shipment, soft wheat 
bran, $1.93; hard wheat bran, $1.90; mid- 
diings, $2.25. At mills to city trade: bran, 
$1.90; gray middlings, $2.15. 

WHEAT—In slow demand, with prices 
about 4c lower on both hard and soft. Re- 
ceipts, 333 cars, against 292. Closing prices: 
No. 2 red, $2@2.10; No. 3 red, $1.86@2.01; 
No. 4 red, $1.85; No. 2 hard, $1.97% @2.04, 
nominal. 

CORN—Prices were 3% @5c higher, with a 
good demand. Receipts, 292 cars, against 
315. Closing prices: No. 2 corn, $1.11; No. 3 


corn, $1.10@1.10%; No. 4 corn, $1.09@1.09%.; 
No. 2 yellow, $1.10%@1.12; No. 8 yellow, 
$1.10@1.11; No. 4 yellow, $1.09@1.09%, nom- 
inal; No. 2 white, $1.10%@1.11%; No. 3 
white, $1.10: 

CORN GOODS—City meal, $4.65 bbl, f.0.b., 
in wood; grits, hominy and pearl meal, $4.95. 

OATS—Demand fair at an advance of 1c. 
Receipts, 205 cars, against 212. Closing 


prices: standard, 63% @64%c; No. 8 white, 
62% @63%c; No. 4 white, 62%c; 
62%ec. 


No. 2 mixed, 


RYE—No. 2 rye nominal. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
--Receipts— -Shipments—, 
1917 1916 1917 1916 

81,800 98,700 99,200 97,940 

613,200 187,925 435,510 601,820 

483,600 526,466 215,560 143,070 

523,600 et 800 339,600 223,370 

Rye, 6,500 8,730 21,510 

Barley, bus.. 4, 800 iF, 600 1,870 9,510 


STOCKS BY PRINCIPAL GRADES (BUS) 
Mar.10 Mar.3 Mar. 11 
1916 

111,393 

635,84: 

77,979 

109,997 


Flour, bbls... 
Wheat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.... 
Oats, bus.... 


. 2 red wheat.... 
. 2 hard wheat.. 
. 2 corn 

. 2 white corn... 
. 2 yellow corn. 
. 2 oats. ’ 
. 2 white oats. 
o. 3 white oats. 

Standard oats 


10, 300 
- 256,955 
54,674 52,005 
2,973 2,973 
TOLEDO, MARCH 10 


FLOUR—Quotations, carload and round 
lots, f.0.b. Toledo, wood basis, per bbl of 
196 Ibs: 


SPRING WHEAT FLOUR (IN COTTON) 
Patent, Toledo-made 
SOFT WINTER WHEAT FLOUR 


347,006 
5,080 
4,444 





Straight ... 


MILLFEED—Car lots, in 100-Ib sacks, p 
ton, f.0.b. Toledo: 
Winter wheat bran 
Mixed feed 43.00 @ 45.00 
Middlings -. 48.00@ 45.00 
Oil meal, in 100-lb bags otace 47.75 
Crushed flaxseed, 100-lb bag.... --@ 6.7 

WHEAT—Closing prices No. 2 red: 


$43.00 @ 45.00 


Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 1. 61: 
Saturday 2. 02% 1.614, 
Receipts last woul 41 cars, 15 contract 
year ago 80, 33 contract. 
CORN—Receipts 91 cars, 64 contract; yea: 
ago 139, 1 contract. 
OATS—Receipts 61 cars, 31 contract; yea: 
ago 19, 1 contract. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
7-Receipts—, --Shipments 
1917 1916 1917 1916 

48,600 80,000 29,400 49,10 

108,600 166,800 42,400 72,90) 

94,400 30,400 45,200 83,9 


Wheat, bus.. 
Corn, bus.... 
Oats, bus.... 


NEW YORK, MARCH 10 


FLOUR — Largely ——, A a a S 
car lots: Wood 
Spring patent By wees. - $9.30@9.1) 
Spring first clears 8.00@8.25 8. at ¥ 1 
Spring low-grades .... 6.75@7.00 .... 
Winter patent 8.60@8.90 8. io3. 
Winter straights . $8.15@8.45 8.45@8. 
Kansas straights 9.00@9.40 ....@.. 


EXPORTS FROM NEW YORK 


Flour exports for the week totaled 179, 
packages, of which 2,550 were destined 0 
Bergen, 121,100 to various ports and 56,' 
to the West Indies. 

Wheat exports totaled 1,656,000 bus, an! 
were destined for various ports. 

WHEAT—tTrading has been very qui: 
The Belgian Relief bought about 2,500,0'' 
bus, mainly Manitoba, opening of navigatic:. 
and there has been a smal! business in G.'! 
wheat, but about the only business repor': | 
in Atlantic wheat was the reselling of ha: 
winter back to Omaha or Kangas City, owi''s 
to the delay in the movement forward a::! 
the fear of loss of premiums, partly due ‘0 
shipping conditions. Loading for the al! s 
seems to be going forward about as fast as it 
comes in, and they are moving their sh')s 
without any delay excepting that wh /} 
comes through the loss of tonnage by s:!)- 
marines. The difference between No. 2 Mo 'i- 
toba, opening of navigation, and hard w'- 
ter, is so much in favor of the former t'«' 
most of the business recently has been in ()\4t 
grain. Quotations at the close: No. 1 norh- 
ern spring, $2.28; No. 2 hard winter, Chicss0 
$2.16; No. 1 northern Manitoba, $2.28%; \ 
2 northern Manitoba, $2.25%. 

CORN—Premiums have softened on n«''- 
by corn, largely the result of reselling on \°- 
count of inability to ship. It is claimed ‘::‘ 
Denmark has had to resell several] sm4!! 
cargoes, and other neutral shippers have °°‘ 
been able to take all their corn. Local 
mand has been quiet, largely owing to e 
price. Quotations: new No. 2 yellow ©)" 
is quoted at $1.23% c.if; No. 3 yellow. 
$1.22% c.i.f; Argentine, $1.32, delivered. 


OATS—The transferring forward of ; 















9.60 





March 14, 1917 


eral cargoes by neutral shippers brought con- 
siderable pressure on the market, causing a 
sharp break in cash premiums. e loss was 
<o pronounced that on one day prices declined 
about be on the spot premium. Local trade 
has been quiet, with buyers very conserva- 
tive, owing to the price. Quotations: stand- 
ards, 75@76c; No, 3 white, 74% @7bc; ordi- 
nary white clipped, 77@79c; white clipped, 
79@81c. 

RYE FLOUR—Trading has been light, 
with market quoted at $7.75@8.50, spot and 
to arrive. 

MILLFEED—Very firm, There is but little 
eed here and small offerings from the West. 
“ity feed in good demand, and mills are re- 
torted well sold up. Quotations for spring 

an, per ton, in 100-I1b sacks, to arrive, $39.50 

10.50; standard middlings, 100’s, $39.50@ 
50; red dog, $47.75. City feed: bulk bran 
1.40, 100-Ib sacks $43; heavy feed, in bulk 
1.40, 100-lb sacks $43; flour middlings, 

.o's, $47; red dog flour, $48, in bbls. 

CORN GOODS—Prices are strong and 
cks are light, but demand is limited, and 
ers are not following the advance except- 
in a small way. Quotations at the close: 
\-dried, export, bbl $5.35@5.40; fine yel- 
, 100’s, $2.85@2.90; white, 100’s, $2.85@ 
: coarse, 100’s, $2.85@2.90; hominy, bbl, 
\5; granulated yellow, $5.90@6.20 bbl; 
te granulated, $5.90@6.20 bbl; corn flour, 


10's, $3.3 





BOSTON, MARCH 10 
‘LOUR—Closing prices at wholesale: 






er carload— Bbl, wood 
Spring, special short patent..... $.....@10.75 
Spring, Minneapolis +. 10.40@10.50 
Spring, COUMEIFY ...+eeeeeees ° 9.85 @10.25 
Spring first clear, in cotton ..... 8.40@ 9.00 
Konsas patent, standards, sacks. 9.40@10.15 
Winter patent vsscvcccccecseces 9.40@10.10 
Winter straight ......sccceeses 8.85@ 9.90 
Winter first clear ....ecccccsees 8.70@ 9.60 


\\ILLFEED—Demand for wheat feeds is 
slow and unsatisfactory. While prices asked 
for mill shipment are considerably lower 

na week ago, it has very little influence 
upon the trade. Buyers have money tied 
up in shipments due here for some time, 
which they would like to realize on before 

iking new purchases, Hay declined about 

ion this week. Oat hulls held about $2 
ton higher. Gluten, hominy and stock feeds 
steady. Cottonseed and linseed meals lower. 
Alfalfa meal dull and unchanged. Quota- 
ons, mill shipment, in 100-lb sacks, per ton: 
spring bran, $39@41; winter bran, $39@41; 
i\iddlings, $39@40.50; mixed feed, $40.50@42; 
d dog, in 140-lb sacks, $46.50; oat hulls, 
ground, $27; gluten feed, $42.30; hominy 

d, $46.40; stock feed, $46; alfalfa meal, 
}; cottonseed meal, $41@43; linseed meal, 








manrmansne 


17. 
CEREAL PRODUCTS—Corn meal higher; 
demand quiet. A good demand for oatmeal, 


especially for deferred shipment. Rye and 
graham flours higher, but demand slow. 
Quotations, mfll shipment, in wood: granu- 
lated corn meal, $6.25; bolted, $6.20; feeding, 
in 100-lb bags, $2.38@2.40; cracked corn, in 
100-lb bags, $2.40@2.42; rye flour, $7.75@8.15, 
in sacks; graham flour, $8.25@9.70; rolled 
tmeal, $7.15; cut and ground, $8.22. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND STOCKS 


-~Receipts— r—Stocks—, 

1917 1916 ‘1917 1916 
Flour, bbis.... 66,497 67,067 ..... «seees 
Wheat, bus... 12,662 245,119 228,467 825,963 
Corn, Dus ...6- 22,074 32,171 176,913 116,388 
Oats, bus ..... 309,123 158,423 75,845 252,763 
Rye, DUS .sees, peweell ehees 3,495 29,202 
Barley, DUS ... sedees 2,932 1,237 163,096 
Millfeed, tons. 68 OE ogee” sane 


Corn meal, bbis 410 On? ets ea 4. ehaed 
Ostmeal, sacks 1,500 See ctbeet: deters 

No figures are obtainable as to destinations 
of cxports. Total exports of wheat since 
Jan. 1, 2,155,111 bus; corn, 538,148 bus. 


DULUTH, MARCH 10 
FLOUR—Mill quotations for car or round 
lots, per 196 lbs, f.0.b. Duluth: 
March 10 1916 
Fir patent, wood....$9.60@9.95 $5.65@5.75 








Second patent, wood... 9.85@9.70 5.55@5.65 
Straight, wood ....... 9.20@9.55 5.45@5.55 
First clear, jute segeee 8.05@8.30 4.60@4.80 
Second clear, jute..... 7.05@7.30 3.15@3.50 
Rei dog, jute ..seese- 4.50@4.70 2.65@2.80 


DURUM FLOUR—Quotations in car or 
round lots, per 140 Ibs, f.0.b. Duluth: 
March 10 1916 
Med, semolina, jute..$10.20@10.45 $5.565@5.65 
Patent, juteriuseuens 9.90@10.15 6.15@5.25 
Straight, jute.... 8.90@ 9.10 4.65@4.75 
‘YE FLOUR—Quotations in car or round 
s, 98-lb cottons, f.0.b. mill, March 10, were: 
‘ily blend, $8.75; pure white, $8.95; pure 
k, $7.85; dark blend, $7.85. 
OULUTH-SUPERIOR FLOUR OUTPUT 
y weeks ending on dates given: 
bbls 1916 bbis 1915 bbis 
4 10..14,540 Mar, 11..20,980 Mar. 13. . 22,095 
‘ar, 3..17,720 Mar, 4..13,800 Mar. 6..16,560 
“4..10,755 Feb, 26..25,000 Feb. 27..29,750 
17..10,770 Feb, 19,.39,900 Feb. 20..26,925 
“oreign flour shipments for weeks named: 
bbls 1916 bbis 1915 bbis 
-10.. .... Mar. 21.. .... Mar. 18.. 2,500 
; oe +++» Mar, 4,.. 5,360 Mar. 6.. 1,975 
red. 24., 3,650 Feb. 26., 8,980 Feb. 27.: 5,000 
ch. 17, 6,455 Feb, 19.. .... Feb. 20.. 8,885 
VHEAT—Action of market for the week 
s uncertain, and transactions at a mini- 
‘n. Numerous factors exerted an influ- 
Nervousness was reflected in choppy 
price swings. Range in spring futures about 
‘©; in durum, 7@8c. 
‘he government report and seaboard ad. 
°s of export sales brought out buyers, 
‘using strength. In the rally, May spring 


rked to top figure at $1.93%; May durum, 
Above this basis trade refused to fol- 
news favored bears, holders realized, 


~ ~l prices declined sharply. 


a firr 


$1.98, 
Stronger cash 


and covering against week-end induced 
ner tone, with partial recovery from low 
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spots. Compared with March 3, spring de- 
clined 1% @2c and durum 4% @é6c. Car con- 
ditions have not improved; if anything, they 
seem worse. The light domestic receipts 
about offset the withdrawals. Were it not 
for the liberal arrivals of bonded wheat, 
stocks would show no important increase. 


CLOSING PRICES OF DURUM WHEAT 


Duluth closing prices of durum wheat, in 
cents, per bu, spot, May and July: 


-—Spot durum—, 


March No. 1 No. 2 May July 
B.6... eevee 1995 19456 @1965% 199% 196% 
YP Pere 199% 194% @196% 199% 197 
Pees 200% 195% @197% 200% 198 
Tutsi veers os 197% 192% @194% 197% 195% 
Siabiv-ce'vses 197% 192% @194% 197% 193 
De ian tasees 196 -191 @193 196 193 
Diiccserves 190 192 195 190 


1 195 @ 

11, 1916 .... 105% 985% @100%.106% 107 
Duluth closing prices of cash wheat, in 

cents: 

March 

3 


No.1lnor No. 2 nor No. 3 
94% 188% @190% 182% @187% 
182 @187 
191% @198% 183% @188% 
189% @191% 181% @186% 
190% @192% 182% @187% 
1895 @191% 181% @186% 
189 @i9l1 181 @186 
105% @109% 985 @103% 





Duluth grain—closing prices on track, in 
cents,per bushel: 


March No. 3 white No.2 Barley 
Oats Rye 

56% @59% 149@150 90@123 

56% @58% 150@151 90@123 

57 @59% 150@151 90@123 

56 @58% 150@151 90@123 

56% @59 152@153 90@123 

-. 56% @59 152@153 90@123 

-. 56 @58% -@153 90@123 

- 39% @40% 87@ 88 61@ 71 





Stocks of coarse grain in Duluth elevators, 
March 10 (000’s omitted), in bushels: 


c—Domestic——_, ——Bonded——_, 

1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
COPE + ccces sts eo. 1,983 és ae avd 
Oats ...... 1,267 591 2,950 2,039 1,516 25 
Rye ....... 437 29 4B: es Be: ~ste 
Barley .... 684 863 699 213 127 6 
Flaxseed ..1,552 1,629 429 94 33 0271 


DULUTH WEEKLY GRAIN MOVEMENT 

Receipts and shipments by weeks ended 

Saturday (March 10), at Duluth-Superior, in 
bushels (000’s omitted): 

7--—Receipts——, -——Shipments—, 

Wheat— 1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 


Spring .... 22 197 748 18 14 107 
Derum .... 28 286 |) aa ies 79 
Winter .... 8 25 13 21 50 13 
Totals... 58 608 830 39 64 199 
Bonded ... 529 632 5 20 BO. coe 
Totals... 6587 1,040 835 59 93 199 
CORR 2. ss0 cee aa ema eee ose 
Oats ...... 3 48 57 9 1 11 
Bonded... 296 262. ... een eer 
Rye@ .ccccee 4 7 eee eee oss 1 
Barley .... 34 25 SK nc 38 
Bonded... 11 17 ese ove aes 
Flaxseed .. 66 9 31 1 


Bonded... 20 14 15 1 


STOCKS AND RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
Duluth-Superior wheat stocks, March 10 
(000’s omitted), in bushels, and receipts by 
weeks ended Saturday: Receipts by 
7~Wheat stocks—, ———grade——, 
1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 
bus bus bus e¢ars cars cars 
1 hard :... 36 170 oo) ar 1 1 
1 northern. 776 2,850 2,760 ... 77 315 
2 northern. 662 1,674 3,361 1 767 296 


No. 3 ..... 475 183 1,118 1 46 35 
No. @ .coce ee 94 ee 25 34 
Rejected eo9 os , ee eee 5 
No-grade .. ... 10 1 2 8 5 
Mixed gr.. .. ves oes 4 eee eee 
Sample gr.. .. 1 


Sp’'l bin...2,452 2,764 2,541 





Totals...4,401 17,745 9,933 8 234 690 
Macaroni . 879 5,814 175 13 +190 37 
S’western.. 845 706 760 6 29 11 
Western .. 4 os ese 
Mixed ..... vew sos v.06 14 «136 17 

Totals. . .6,129 14,265 10,880 41 589 759 
Bonded ...3,525 3,173 189 658 731 7 

Totals. ..9,654 17,438 11,069 699 1,320 766 
Afloat ees 768 see see Bae ee 


Totals. ..9,654 18,196 11,069 699 1,320 766 
FEBRUARY GRAIN MOVEMENT 


Receipts and shipments of grain at Duluth- 
Superior for the month of February, and 
comparisons (000’s omitted), in bushels, 
were: 

c——Receipts——, -——Shipments—, 

Wheat— 1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 

Domestic .. 432 1,943 1,462 157 196 638 


Bonded ...1,608 2,052 265 63 344 190 
Totals ..2,040 3,995 1,727 220 640 828 
COFR.-2 cscs ese ob 23 sa” wes ese 
Oats ...... 90 105 636 25 36 48 
Bonded ..1,113 1,047 17 2 4B nes 
RIO 6 cvess 40 12 61 19 20 42 


Barley .... 255 162 357 8 130 141 
Bonded... 86 73 20 2 33 19 
Flaxseed .. 114 223 92 16 18 8 
Bonded... 55 14 127) wey eee 2 


Totals ..3,793 5,631 3,060 611 1,365 1,916 


FLAXSEED—Closing prices for the week 
were a shade under high point, and 114% @ 
12c over the close on May 3. Except for a 
slight sag early in the week, strength pre- 
dominated, Crushers are upholding market 
because of smallness of offerings and expect- 
ed scarcity later. Shipments hinge wholly on 
number of cars available to move stuff under 
contract. Some seed, sold and disposition 
furnished weeks and months ago, is still un- 
shipped. Receipts of domestic and bonded 
seed are somewhat heavier. 


BALTIMORE, MARCH 10 
FLOUR—Closing, car lots, 196 lbs, wood: 
Spring patent, special brands... .$9.95@10.10 
Spring patent ...... 9.65@ 9.80 
Spring straight ............+e065 9.35@ 9.50 

Spring first clear P 





Spring second clea 8.00@ 8.50 
Winter patent, special stencils... 9.05@ 9.15 
Winter patent ..........+. veseee 8.90@ 9.00 
Winter straight .........e-eeeees 8.50@ 8.75 
Winter first clear ........eeeeee8 8.10@ 8.35 
Hard winter patent ........-++++. 9.60@ 9.75 
Hard winter straight ........... 9.35@ 9.50 
Hard winter first clear .......... 8.45@ 8.70 
Rye flour, pure and blended...... 7.75@ 8.50 


MILLFEED—Scarce and high, but inac- 
tive. Quotations, in 100-lb sacks, per ton: 
spring bran and middlings for deferred ship- 
ment, $38@39.50; soft winter bran and mid- 
dlings for deferred shipment, $40.50@41; 
feed in transit, $2 ton higher; spot feed, 
$45@48, as to quality. 

WHEAT—Declined 4%c, with movement 
and demand moderate. Receipts, 381,333 
bus; exports, 424,778; stock, 1,361,870. Clos- 
ing prices: No. 2 red, spot and March, 
$2.00%; No. 2 red western, 4c more for same 
deliveries. 

CORN—Advanced 1%c, with demand and 
movement good. Receipts, 710,036 bus; ex- 
ports, 782,142; stock, 792,517. Closing prices: 
contract spot, March and April, $1.17%; No. 
8 track yellow, $1.18%; choice near-by yel- 
low cob, bbl, $5.50. 

OATS—Down 1@1%c, with movement and 
demand light. Receipts, 389,209 bus; ex- 
ports, 486,433; stock, 334,729. Closing prices: 
standard white, 74%c; No. 3 white, 74c. 

RYE—Up ic, with demand and movement 
small. Receipts, 183,479 bus; exports, 172,- 
728; stock, 337,155. Closing price of No. 2 
western for export, $1.67. 





MINNEAPOLIS, MARCH 13 


Quotations today by Minneapolis and out- 
side mills for flour in carload or round lots, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis, per 196 lbs, were within 
the following range: x 

Marchi13 Yearago 
Stand. patent, wood. ..$8.90@9.60 $5.60@6.00 
Second patent, wood... 8.70@9.40 5.45@5.85 


Fancy clear, jute...... 7.90@8.40 56.00@5.20 
First clear, jute...... 7.90@8.25 4.50@4.90 
Second clear, jute..... 6.25@6.50 3.00@3.40 
Red dog, jute ........ 4.20@4.40 2.60@2.75 


Prices asked by northwestern mills, includ- 
ing Minneapolis and outside, per 280 lbs, in 
jute, c.if., including 2 per cent commission, 
today (March 13) were nominally: 





LONDON 
PACOME ces vioccccssdstvovervcces see es @68s 
WONG GORD 6g.c's 665s sb vecwleennce eB 6 ce @64s 6d 
Becond CIOMP .crcocccccesersces eve es @50s 
WORE 6k6 60 05 Ko pd ewas ose es 06 e%4 @68s 
WiTSt ClOAP ..c ccceseceessectee sedge @64s 6d 
POCO | aids oe oe Fare cdiesreecae cot es @68s 
First ClO? ....cccccvcccsevsce o96 os @ 64s 6d 


Mills are not making any quotations to 
Amsterdam. 

Durum flour quotations f.o.b. Minneapolis 
today (March 13), in jute, were: 
$9.50@9.75 
- 9.40@9.65 
6.00@7.00 


MINNEAPOLIS FLOUR OUTPUT 

The flour output of Minneapolis mills for 

four weeks, with comparisons, is shown in 
the subjoined table: 

1917 1916 1915 1914 

March 17. ...... 403,040 218,630 342,835 

March 10. 391,490 384,575 238,275 334,385 

March 3. 400,685 377,610. 279,685 326,880 

Feb. 24... 377,190 393,380 335,470 346,980 

Weekly foreign flour shipments of Minne- 

apolis mills for four weeks ended. Saturday: 





1917 1916 1915 1914 
March 17.. ...... 70,445 33,545 43,850 
March 10.. 28,215 19,685 33,910 48,775 
March 3.. 26,210 17,700 41,040 20,075 
Feb, 24... 15,960 46,150 46,575 36,350 


OUTPUT OF OUTSIDE MILLS 

The flour output and foreign shipments of 
northwestern mills outside of Minneapolis 
and Duluth have been, by weeks, in barrels: 
Week Ca- 
end- No. pac- -—Output—, --Exports— 
ing mills ity 1917 1916 1917 1916 
Jan. 6. 64 54,700 153,750 256,720 9,415 6,385 
Jan, 13. 64 54,700 175,085 248,680 6,325 1,875 
0. 64 63,850 179,400 229,830° 2,430 7,215 


, Jan. 27. 65 53,650 129,660 246,190 715 4,535 


Feb. 3. 66 54,900 102,615 210,255 4,380 2,886 
Feb, 10. 6755,700 91,235.121,050 3,465 3,870 
Feb. 17. 67 55,700 179,750 225,990 3,825 2,095 
Feb, 24. 66 565,350 185,915 226,625 7,165 7,795 
Mar. 3. 65 55,000 210,120 234,175 4,230 4,645 
Mar. 10. 58 46,400 152,820 181,635 355 2,085 


MILLFEED PRICES 


Minneapolis car-lot prices of millifeed to- 
day (March 13) for prompt shipment (14 
days), per 2,000 Ibs, in 100-lb sacks, were 
reported as follows by brokers: 


March 13 Year ago 
BVA ataedies oa0.0% $34.50@35.00 $17.50@18.50 
Stand. middlings.. 34.50@35.00 19.00@20.00 


Flour middlings... 38.50@39.50 23.50@25.00 
R. dog, 140-Ib jute 41.00@42.00 26.00@27.00 
The Boston basis of prices for milifeed is 
given below, per ton, in 100-lb sacks: - 
March 13 Year ago 
Standard bran... .$40.00@40.50 $23.00@24.00 
Stand, middlings.. 40.00@40.50 24.50@25.50 
Flour middlings... 44.00@44.50 29.00@30.50 
R,. dog, 140-Ib scks 46.50@47.00 31.50@32.50 


CEREAL PRICES 


Quotations of cereals and feeds, in car lots, 
net to jobbers, f.o.b. Minneapolis: 
Cracked corn, 2,000 Ibst...... « «$42.00 @ 42.50 
No. 1 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 42.00@42.50 
No. 2 ground feed, 2,000 Ibst.... 42.50@43.00 
No. 3 ground feed, 2,000 lbst.... 42.50@43.00 
Rye feed, 2,000 lbs, 100-lb sacks. 35.00@36.00 
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Yellow corn meal, granulated*.. 5.30@ 5.40 
Corn meal, white® ...........5 » 6.40@ 6.50 
Rye flour, pure fancy patent*... 8.40@ 8.50 
Rye flour, pure medium straight* 7.90@ 8.00 
Rye flour, pure dark German*... 7.50@ 7.60 
Graham, standard, bbi* ........ 8.40@ 8.50 
Rolled oats, bbl, wood ......... 6.80@ 6.90 
Mill screenings, per ton ....... + 14.00@20.00 


Elevator screenings, per ton.... 24.00@30.00 
Buckwheat screenings, per ton.. 28.00@35.00 
Recleaned buckwheat screenings 35.00@ 40.00 
Flaxseed screenings, ton ....... 27.00 @35.00 
Fine seed screenings, ton ...... 25.00@30.00 
Oil meal, 2,000 Ibs, 100-Ib sackst 41.50@42.00 

*Per bbl in sacks, Where not otherwise 
stated sacks are of 49 and 98 Ib cotton. 

tCar-lot prices. Less than car lots, $1@ 
1.25 per ton additional. 

tIn sacks. 





MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN 

March 13.—With a net decline in wheat 
of 2%@l0c for the week, cash wheat shows 
the greatest loss. September was the least 
affected. A sensational drop of 6c occurred 
in May yesterday, on general rains in the 
Southwest and reports of a possible train- 
men’s strike. There was a further decline 
today of 1%c, but prices reacted and May 
closed ic above yesterday, as a result of an’ 
oversold condition. Peace talk helped the 
market today. 

High and low points for the week were: 
May, $1.92% and $1.80%; July, $1.85% and 
$1.74; September, $1.51% and $1.45%. 

Compared with Minneapolis closing prices 
on March 6, at the close today prices were: 
No. 1 northern wheat, 8@10c lower; No. 2 
northern, 10c lower; May, 8c lower; July, 
7%c lower; September, 2%c lower. 

Cash wheat at Minneapolis is inactive. 
Buyers are more inclined to name their own 
prices and, unless they can get offerings at 
same, will not take hold. In consequence, 
there has been a break of 5@10c bu in the 
last few days on prices paid for light-weight 
wheat. On top grades, premiums have 
dropped 2 @ic. 

No. 1 northern, blue-stem, is quoted at 
10@18c over May; No. 1 velvet chaff, 6@8c 
over; No. 2 northern, blue-stem, 5@12c over; 
No. 2 velvet chaff, 3@6c over; No. 3 north- 
ern, 5c under to 3c over May; No. 4 wheat, 
30c under to May price. 

The following is.the trading basis on light- 
weight wheat: 52-lb, 5c under May; 60-Ib, 
10@8c under; 49-lb, 20@15c under; 48-Ib, 
25@20c under; 47-lb, 30@25c under; 46-1b, 
35@30c under; 45-lb, 40@35c under. 

The appended table shows closing prices 
in cents per bushel, at Minneapolis, of cash 
No. 1 northern, No. 2 northern and No. 3 
northern wheat: 

March No.1 nor No. 2 nor No. 3 

«++ 192% @202% 188% @196% 181% @191% 
+ 197% @208% 194% @202% 186% @196% 

197% @208% 195% @203% 187% @197% 
-- 199% @210% 197% @205% 189% @199% 
+» 196% @207% 194% @202% 186% @196% 
+ 197% @207% 1955 @203% 187% @197% 
++. 197 @204 194 @203 187 @197 
10... 196% @206% 194% @208% 186% @196% 
12... 190% @199% 186% @194% 180% @188% 
13... 191% @200% 187% @195% 181% @189% 
14*.. 110% @114% 107% @110% 103 @107% 
16ft.. 153 @156 150 @153% 144 @151% 

*1916. 1915. 

Average prices of cash wheat sales at 
Minneapolis for No. 4, sample grade and 
no-grade: 

Mar. No.4 8.G. N.G. Mar. No.4 8.G. N.G. 


OTIS ogo Be 


7....175 162%..... 10...185% 166% 194% 
8....181% 154% ..... 12...176% 160% ..... 
9....179% 165 ..... 13...172% 145% 178 


Closing prices of May, July and September 
wheat: 
Mar. May July Sept. Mar. May July Sept. 
7....188% 181 149% 10...188% 180% 148% 
8....1895 181% 150 12...182% 175% 146% 
9....189 181 148% 138...183% 176% 147% 

DURUM WHEAT PRICES 

Daily closing prices of durum wheat in 
Minneapolis were: 
Mar. No.1 No.2 No.3* Mar. No.1 No.2 No. 3* 
7....202% 197% 179 10...202 195 184% 
8....204% 197% ..... 12...197% 190% 182% 
9....203 196 178% 13...1985% 191% 184% 

*Average of closing prices. 


WEEK’S RECEIPTS AND SHIPMENTS 
Receipts at Minneapolis by weeks ending 


Saturday were: March 11 

March 10 March 3 1916 
Wheat, bus ..... 2,453,880 1,933,750 2,529,600 
Flour, bbis ...... 24,709 27,545 23,724 
Millstuff, tons ... 1,444 1,180 - 1,610 
Corn, bus ....... 392,160 711,540 250,800 
Oats, bus ....... 592,200 640,640 738,000 
Barley, bus ..... 333,060 271,320 457,240 
Beye, Bus .....%.. 88,000 47,000 50,400 
Flaxseed, bus 105,000 71,940 153,690 


Shipments from Minneapolis by weeks end- 
ing Saturday were: March 11 
March 10 March 3 1916 


Wheat, bus ..... 697,500 678,280 1,022,130 
Flour, bbis ...... 398,406 400,712 386,950 
Miilstuff, tons ... 17,531 17,732 14,502 
Corn, bus ....... 417,300 154,880 207,100 
Oats, bus ....... 987,460 441,640 1,068,120 
Barley, bus ..... 262,260 166,800 858,480 
‘Rye, bus ........ 61,500 24,120 63,720 


Flaxseed, bus ... 39,900 


RECEIPTS BY GRADE 
At- Minneapolis for the week ending Satur- 
day, the receipts of wheat by cars were as 
follows, with comparisons: Mar. 11 Mar. 13 
Mar.10 Mar.3 1916 1915 











No. 1 hard ..... 14 14 131 6 
No. 1 northern... 177 94 707 1256 
No. 2 northern.. 120 76 479 211 
MS vesecusved 160 132 214 199 
= Serre reer 413 - 3873 119 133 
Rejected co see eas 24 19 
No-grade 169 120 30 15 
Sample grade... 266 190 27 14 

Totals, spring.1,219 999 1,781 722 
Hard winter .... 251 425 299 10 
Macaroni ....... 111 86 134 43 
po ere 103 144 121 34 
Western ....... +. 17 62 3 
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MINNEAPOLIS WHEAT STOCKS 


Wheat in Minneapolis public elevators was 
reported as follows by the Chamber of Com- 
merce on dates given, in bushels (000’s omit- 
ted): Mar. 11 Mar. 13 

Mar.10 Mar.3 1916 1915 

485 516 625 108 

4,361 3,814 
2,624 3,285 
5,306 4,941 


1,682 
2,114 
7,270 


No. 1 northern. .1,629 
No. 2 northern. .2,040 
Other grades... .6,954 





11,582 
20,910 
18,589 
18,373 8,017 


COARSE GRAIN PRICES 
Daily closing cash prices of No. 3 yellow 
corn, No. 3 white oats, No. 2 rye and the 
range of quotations on barley at Minneapolis 
during the week were, per bushel: ° 


Corn 
104% @106% 
103% @105% 
104% @106% 
105% @107% 
105% @106% 
104% @105% 


Totals 12,916 


In 1912 


Oats 
@60 
March 
March 
March 
March 
March 1 
March 


March 
March a 

March seeeee 152% @153% 

March 9 153 @154 

153% @154% 

‘ 153% @154% 

March 13, 1916 87 @ 88% 

COARSE GRAIN STOCKS 
Stocks of coarse grain in public elevators 
in Minneapolis, in bus (000’s omitted), were: 
Mar. 11 Mar. 13 Mar. 14 
1916 1915 1914 
Corn .... 238 2 94 1,046 325 
Oats ....6,520 6,706 3,287 2,516 2,040 
Barley “i 1002 1,015 283 374 1,078 
Rye .... 440 493 673 124 560 
Flaxseed. 506 512 217 110 193 


Mar, 10 Mar. 3 
31 





Minneapolis-Duluth-Winnipeg Receipts 
Wheat receipts in carloads at Minneapolis, 
Duluth and Winnipeg for six days were: 
-—Mpls—, -—Duluth—, Winnipeg 
1917 1916 1917 1916 1917 1916 
March 7.. 877 826 * 7 104 224 216 
March §8.. 137 302 2 93 263 486 
March  9.. 279 263 5 49 330 472 
March 10.. 287 280 5 81 400 419 
March 12.. 641 638 10 42 
March 13.. 235 248 9 101 


470 2,249 3,773 


330 654 
702 1,526 


Totals ...1,956 2,057 38 





Coarse Grain at Minneapolis 


March 12.—For the week, oats were in ex- 
cellent demand and strong. Feeders were 
good buyers, and oats in eastern cars were 
especially wanted. No. 3 white closed today 
at 55% @57c bu; No. 4 white, 54% @56%c. 

While corn was rather quiet and steady 
most of last week, in the last three days it 
has been quite active. Closing prices today: 
No. 3 yellow, $1.04%@1.05% bu; other 
grades, 97c@ $1.04. 

Rye was in good milling and shipping de. 
mand, and prices were higher. Offerings 
were light, and not equal to the demand. 
No. 2 closed today at $1.53% @1.54% bu. 

Barley in eastern cars was active, and 
snapped up daily; for barley in other cars, 
demand was quiet. Closing range today, 
98c@$1.25 bu. 





Wheat, Corn and Oats on Farms 


The quantity of grain on farms in the 
United States on March 1, for a series of 
years, as estimated by the Department of 
Agriculture, is shown below in millions of 
bushels, together with the per cent of the 
previous year’s crop this quantity repre- 
sented: 

--Oats— 

. C . Pp. c. *bus 
1917 . 31. 394 
598 
379 
416 
604 
290 
443 
365 
279 
267 
384 
380 
347 
274 
364 
228 
292 
291 
283 

1. 783 » 272 
51.0 1,164 f 313 
Figures revised to ac- 


—_ 
~_ 


bo BO BO DO BO bo OO bo OD BS OD tS to Ht 
NOSHLRISN HSM BANSRS 
POCAMADH OH ARR AAs wr 


*000,000's omitted. 
cord with census. 





Wheat Crop—Important States 

The crop of wheat grown in important 
states for nine years is shown below in mil- 
lions of bushels, as per government estimate: 

16 "13 °12 °11 °10 

Pennsylv’nia 26 2 22 
Ohio 2 7 10 
Indiana .... 10 
Illinois ..... 10 
Michigan ... 7 
Minnesota .. 67 
Iowa 13 
Missouri 
N. Dakota.. 
S. Dakota... 
Nebraska 
Kansas ..... g 
Oklahoma .. 
Idaho 1 
Washington. 
Oregon 2 
California .. 
Montana 


Closing Wheat Prices 
Closing prices of May, July, September and 
cash wheat at points named, on each day of 
the week, per bushel, were: 
MAY WHEAT 
7 "ee Thurs ng 
8 


191% 188% 189% 183 188% 182% 
--191% 189% 190% 189% 189 183% 
. -1905% 187% 188% 187% 186% 180 
is --189% 187 188 187 
Kans. City. 186% 183% 184% 184 183% 
Winnipeg 188% 186% 186% 187% 187% — 
JULY WHEAT 
183% 181 181% 181 180% 175% 
Duluth ...184% 181% 182% 181% 181% 176% 
Chicago ..159 157% 159 156% 156% 152% 
St. Louis..156% 154% 155 153% 153% 150 
Kans, City.155 153% 154% 153 153% 
Winnipeg 186% 184% 184% 185 185% 181% 
SEPTEMBER WHEAT 
150 149% 150 148% 148% 146% 
-146% 145% 147 145 145% 142% 
Kans. City.143% 142% 143% 141% 142 
Winnipegt 149% 147% 148% 148 148 
CASH WHEAT 
Mpls.*t ...204% 201% 202% 202 
Duluth*t .197% 195% 196% 195% 195 
Chicago*t 200% 199% 197% 200% 198% 
St. Louist— 
2 hard ..204% {....202 200% 200% 196 
2 red ...208% 205% 206 208% 205 204 
195% 


Kans. Cityt— 
2 hard ..198 196% 195 197 
196% 195 196 195 


2 red ...196 
Milw’kee*t.200 200 199% 202 201% 
200% 199% 196 


Toledo— 

2 red ...203 200 201 
Winnipeg* 188% 187% 187% 188 188% 

*No. 1 northern. Average of closing prices. 
tOctober, {No quotations, 


Flaxseed and Products 


No business is being done in linseed oil 
cake for near-by delivery. Western linseed 
mills are well situated as to orders, and are 
not forcing offerings on market. Quotations 
are nominal. Eastern exporters are bidding 
$42 per 2,000 lbs f.0.b. New York for summer 
delivery. Mills, however, are not willing to 
sell so far ahead. 

A good domestic demand is reported for 
linseed oil meal on the basis of $41.50@42 
ton, car lots, f.o.b. Minneapolis. The con- 
sumption is said to be almost up to normal 
for this season. 

Raw linseed oil is in good demand at 97 
@98c gallon, car lots, f.o.b, Minneapolis. 

* * 


Daily closing prices per bushel of No, 1 
flaxseed in Minneapolis and Duluth: 
c— Mplsa— -——Duluth——_,, 
Track Toarr. Track May a 
2.88% 2.90 2.9 
2.89% 2.91 2. HH 
2.90% 2.92% 2.94 
9.. 2.92% 2.945% 2.96% 
March 10.. 2.93 2.94% 2.96% 
March 12.. 2.88% 2.90% 2.92% 
Receipts and shipments of flaxseed at Min- 
neapolis and Duluth, Sept. 1, 1916, to March 
10, 1917, were, in bushels (000’s omitted): 
-—Receipts—, -—Shipments—, 
1916-17 1915-16 1916-17 1915-16 
-. 6,653 4,770 273 733 
6,187 3,845 


Sat Mon 
10 12 


201% 1945 
189% 





March 
March ° 
March §8.. 
March 


Minneapolis 
Duluth 4,664 


13,437 9,434 6,460 4,578 

Receipts of flaxseed by weeks ended Sat- 

urday and stocks in store at Minneapolis 
and Duluth, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

c—— Receipts——, -——-In store——, 

1917 1916 1915 1917 1916 1915 

Minneapolis 105 154 78 606 217 110 

Duluth 23 46 1,646 1,662 700 


124 2,152 1,879 810 


Totals.... 191 177 





Weekly Flour Exports 
New York, March 12.—(Special Telegram) 
—Exports of flour, given in barrels, from all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports for the weeks ending 
on following dates, were: Mar. 11 Mar. 13 
Destination— Mar. 10 ae. 3 1916 1915 
London 000 61,168 35,254 
Liverpool .. 11,629 6,288 
Glasgow 12,112 6,929 
21,179 357 
5,500 6,223 
4,000 1,052 
3,572 
Manchester .... 
Dublin 
France 
Belfast 
Rotterdam 
Bergen 
Copenhagen .... 
Norway, Sweden 


357 
12,000 
38,000 42,056 
13,000 10,964 
1,870 105,889 


34,928 


San Domingo .. 
Other W. L’s... 
Cen, America... 
Brazil 

Other 8. A. 

B. N. America.. 
Africa . 

Others 55,000 


214,000 143,000 246,970 431,325 





Totals 





World’s Grain Shipments 
World's wheat and corn shipments by 
weeks in bushels (000’s omitted): 
Mar. 11 Mar. 13 
1916 
9,727 


Wheat— Mar. 10 Mar. 3 
America 5,381 
India 212 
Argentina .... 1,163 
Australia 740 
Others wer 60 144 


13,447 13,016 
2,233 3,797 


2,944 
632 


Tots., wheat 7,556 
Corn 


On passage— 
heat 


9,212 
1,910 


a 
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OCEAN RATES 


Ocean rates on flour from Atlantic ports, 
as quoted in Minneapolis, Tuesday, were as 
follows, in cents per 100 Ibs: 

‘oy 


Cc rom 





Phila- 
Balti- del- 
more phia 


New Bos- 
York ton 
90.00 .... 
96.00 eo ETT ete 
Christiania -+ 187.00 186.00 
Copenhagen - 187.00 186.00 
Dundee 
Gothenburg 
Helsingfors 
Leith abe 
Marseilles ‘ eevee seve 
St. John’s, N. F.. 

The rates quoted on anche pany are - 
ject to confirmation with respect to the 
quantity, period of shipment and/or specific 
steamer or sailing date. All contracts and 
all shipments are subject strictly to the ex- 
press stipulations of the ‘War Clause” 
adopted by the respective steamship services. 


:. 187.00 186,00 
- 193.00 192.00 


ALL-RAIL RATES 


All-rail rates from Minneapolis and Min- 
nesota Transfer, in cents per 100 Ibs: 

To— 
Albany ... 
Baltimore 
Baltimore* 
Baltimoret 
Binghamton .... 
Boston 


oe 
Philadelphia .... 
Philadelphia* ... 
Philadelphiaft ... 
Pittsburgh 
Portland 
Portland* 
Punxsutawney .. 
Quebec 

Richfield Springs 
Rochester 
Rockland 
Schenectady .... 
Scranton 
Stanstead 
Syracuse 


Oo Ge DO BO BS FH bo bo bo 


Montreal 
Mount Morris ... 
Newport News’*,. 
New York 
New York* 
New Yorkt 
Ogdensburg 
*Applies on flour for export only. ftExport 
shipment of grain products (except flour), 
including bran, oil cake, malt sprouts, etc. 


Chicago (local). 
Wilkes-Barre ... 


00 D 00 nt bt G0 G0 Go mt 00 G0 mt GO 00 OO 0 © 09 00 OO 


es sabenateiabebeaduanban 


BO DS DO bo DO DD DO DD BO F DD BS DO OD BS PD bt DS DD PD 
SOR ADNAN 


PENVASWANNSNYNSSNVANSONA 
PWWDWDBDDADDOBDNDOWWDBDDOWWoOM 


KANSAS CITY 
Rates on flour for domestic shipment, all- 
rail, from Kansas City to points named, in 
cents per 100 Ibs: 
Scranton 
Baltimore 
Washington ..... 
Detroit 
Rochester 
Cleveland 
Va. com. points.. Louisville 
Inland rates, all-rail, on flour for export, 
Kansas City to ports named 
Boston 27.0 Baltimore 
27.0 Halifax 
Philadelphia .... 26.0 Portland, Me.... 
Virginia ports... 25.0 Montreal 26 
St. John, N. B... 27.0 
Through foreign rates on flour may be 
arrived at by figuring above rates to At- 
lantic ports in connection with ocean .rates 
quoted at the head of this department, 


Boston 
Philadelphia .... 
Pittsburgh 
Albany 

Syracuse 


DETROIT AND TOLEDO 
Rates on flour, in cents per 100 lbs, from 
Detroit, Toledo and Sandusky to points 
named: Reship- 
Ex-lake Reship- ping 
Ex-lake export ping export 
14 12 14 12 


16 
Philadelphia .... ‘ 11 
Baltimore 11. 
Richmond 
Norfolk 
Washington, D.C. 11. 
Cumberland, Md., 

Meyersdale, 

Pa., Piedmont, 

"Va 


Syracuse 
Rochester 


ST. LOUIS 

Nominal rates on flour in sacks, in cents 
per 100 lbs, via lake-and-rail, from St. Louis 
or East St. Louis to foreign ports: 
Bristol 110.50 Leith 
Christiania ....205.50 Liverpool 
Copenhagen ...205.50 London 
Glasgow 

Domestic rates, call rail, 
in cents per 100 lb 


on flour in sacks, 


Baltimore 
Washington .... 
Detroit 

Newport News.. 17.50 
Richmond, Va. 
Rochester ...... 

Va. com. points. if, Hy Cleveland 

Scranton ....... 18.50 Indianapolis 


Boston 22 
Philadelphia ... 
14 


CHICAGO 
Rates on flour for domestic shipment, all- 
rail, from Chicago to points named, in cents 
per 100 Ibs, are shown herewith: 


Baltimore 
Rochester nr eee 
Troy Pittsburgh . 
Syracuse ... .14. 5 Albany 


New York . - 17.6 
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COOPERS’ CHIPS 


For the week en —- Saturday, flour 
barrel stock was unloaded by three Min- 
neapolis shops as follows: elm staves, 4 
cars; heading, 1; patent hoops, 1; fetal 
cars, 6. 

The use by Minneapolis flour mills ot 
25,860 barrels for the week ending Satur- 
day represented the consumption approx- 
imately of 112,100 patent hoops, 82,200 
wire hoops and 9,700 hickory hoops. 

The sales and make of flour barrels by 
three Minneapolis shops for the week ending 
on the dates given below were: 

Make 
1917 
19, 920 


1914 
25,075 
24,695 
16,355 
21,915 


e 
1915 
12,240 


al 
1916 
20,260 
22,290 
12,775 
15,490 


1917 
10. *25,960 
18,770 
3,150 
6,935 


Mar. 
Mar. 3. 
Feb. 24. 
Feb. 17. 
Feb. 10. ©4,920 20,335 21,615 9,005 
Feb. 3. 6,225 17,900 20,945 11,110 
*These figures include 195 half-barrels, two 
half-barrels being counted as one barrel. 


Attached are quotations of flour barre] 
stock, prompt shipment f.o.b. cars, Minne- 
apolis: 

Michigan elm staves, M.. 
Gum staves, M ....+.ss06+ 
Basswood heading, set ....... 
Birch heading, 17%-inch, set.. 
Patent hoops, 6 ft., M 

Patent hoops, 5% ft., M 

Birch staves, M 

Beech staves, M .... 

Hickory hoops, M 

Head linings, carload, M . 
Head linings, smal! lots, M 


Special reports to The Northwestern Miller 
from northwestern shops outside of Minne- 
apolis as to the use of flour barrels, show: 

No, -—Barrels—, No. 1917 

shops’ sold shops. sold 
March 10.. 1,675 6,635 
March 3.. 2,620 5,955 
Feb. 24.... 3,295 4,820 
Feb. 17>... 2,675 8,555 
Feb, 10.... 725 4,585 
Feb. 3.... 1,160 2,920 

Following are the points reporting: Fari- 
bault and Red Wing. 


7,845 
10,390 





Fort William and Port Arthur Stocks 


The following table shows stocks of grain 
in store at above points for week ending 
March 9, in bushels (000’s omitted): 

Elevator— Wheat Oats ~ yd Flax 
CG FB: R. 2,126 29 

5 300 25 254 

239 180 

69 ay 

296 479 

63 

. T. "84 

Can, Northern Cece 166 
Horn & Co. 

Government ‘ 146 


Thunder Bay 6 66 
Davidson & Smith. 604 252 13 


Totals 23,117 11,104 1,272 1,579 
Year ago 8,693 1,657 938 
Receipts 9 125 3 36 
Shipments 474 26 26 
Storage afloat .... 89 101 6s 

974 


STOCKS BY GRADE (000’s omitted) 


Wheat— Oats— 
No. 1 hard 
No. 1 northern. .1, 
No, 2 northern.. 
No. 3 northern.. 
No. 4 
Others 





United States Visible Grain Supply 


Visible supply of grain in the United States 

in bushels (000’s omitted): 
c———— March 10 ———_- 
Wheat Corn Oats Rye Br! 

Baltimore 1,297 730 346 354 559 
Boston 26 77 44 6... 
Buffalo 247 401 eee 434 

Afloat 14 oe eve eee ee 
Chicago 3,254 4,133 7 45 
po 628 ies a 
287 271 
6,128 ar 
Galveston «.. 2,125 
Indianapolis. 187 
Kansas City. 6,753 
Milwaukee... 1,017 

Afloat ees 
Minneapolis... 11,108 
New Orleans. 2,372 
Newp. News. 28 cos eee 
New York... 2,475 74 

1,050 79 

10 .6e 
1,319 60 
1,503 12 
1,176 5 


Philadelphia. 
St. Louis.... 
Toledo 

Totals 43,137 12,677 35,995 1,992 4,° 
Mar. °3, 1917 44,916 12,931 36,740 2,014 4, 
Mar. 11, 1916 63,895 25,428 18,862 2,221 2, 
Mar. 13, 1915 45,326 39,400 28,588 1,247 3,: 
Mar. 14, 1914 66,348 20,268 20,815 1,543 4, 

Changes for the week: Decreases—Whc¢:', 
1,779,000 bus; corn, 254,000; oats, 745,000; 1 
22,000. Increase—Barley, 60,000. 








The elevator of the Elwood Farmer;’ 
Grain Co., near Joliet, Ill, was burned 
March 6. It contained nr bus corn 
and oats. Loss, $50,000. 
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RECORD MILLFEED PRICES 


small Stocks Resulting from Reduced Milling 
Activity—Effect ,of Car Shortage 
on Stocks and Markets 


The salient feature of the millfeed 
situation at present is the apparent short- 
age in stocks and the resultant abnormal- 
ly high prices. Current values are the 
highest on record; they average $14@15 
ton more than a year ago, 

In former years it was the custom to 
.ccumulate stocks during the heavy pro- 
ductive period in the early part of the 
crop. This year, however, owing to the 
jiviter operation of the mills, but pri- 
marily to the fact that storage facilities 
were not as available as formerly, com- 
paratively little feed was placed in store. 
What was stored by jobbers was sold in 
October and November at sharp ad- 
vances to cover the short sales of specu- 
Jators who failed and were unable to 
make deliveries. 

With the gradual reduction in output 
in the last three months, brought about 
by the increasing car shortage, dealers 
have had no opportunity to accumulate 
supplies against the customary heavy 
spring demand. It is generally in March 
and April that the consumption of mill- 
feed reaches the maximum. 

Shipments of millfeed from Minne- 
apolis for the first half of the crop year, 
Sept. 1, 1916, to Feb. 28, 1917, were over 
60,000 tons less than in the correspond- 
ing period a year ago. The total de- 
crease in the production of flour by 65 
interior mills in the Northwest was pro- 
portionately as great as at Minneapolis, 
and would indicate a shrinkage in the 
output of millfeed of at least 50,000 tons. 
With over 110,000 tons less millfeed pro- 
duced in the Northwest alone, it is easy to 
understand why prices have advanced as 
they have. 

Advices received weekly from the 
South and Southwest would indicate that 
the production of millfeed there has been 
equally as light as in the Northwest. A 
Missouri miller states that wheat bran has 
just about gone out of circulation; that 
he has not been able to supply one-tenth 
of his own requirements. 

On account of the decreased produc- 
tion, feeders in Missouri have been forced 
to use more linseed oil meal, cottonseed 
meal, alfalfa feeds, etc., but shortage in 
cars has to a degree prevented dealers 
from keeping even a supply of these 
feeds on hand. Interior Missouri mills 
generally are operating at greatly reduced 
capacity; many are reported idle. The 
prospect is that no great change may be 
looked for before another wheat crop is 
harvested, 

The production at Minneapolis and 
elsewhere in the Northwest has been in- 
creased in the last two weeks to about 
normal, through the railroads, on in- 
structions from the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, furnishing special trains to 
relieve the threatened flour famine in the 
East. These trains have enabled the mills 
to take on a semblance of their former 
activity. 

Word received March 8, however, stated 
that the American Railway Association, 
by permission of the Commission, had 
canceled the agreement by which Minne- 
apolis and interior mills were receiving 
the empty cars from the East. This will 
undoubtedly result in curtailing the oper- 
ation of the mills again and in reducing 
the feed output. 

‘The increased production recently did 
not weaken feed. In fact, if anything, 
prices strengthened a little. This was 
because mills generally are largely over- 
sold and behind on deliveries. Some 
state it will take them several weeks to 
catch up with orders. In the meantime, 
mixed-car business is heavy and is ab- 
ae a big percentage of the feed 
ou pu a 

lt is pretty generally understood that 
much of the feed stored in warehouses in 
Minneapolis some time ago, because of a 
lack of cars in which to ship to the East, 
Was loaded out in the last week or two. 
More cars, and the partial easing up of 
embargoes by the railroads, helped con- 
siderably. 

Chere is still some feed loaded in cars 
that cannot be shipped east of Minne- 
apolis, but the quantity is believed to be 
very much smaller than two or three 
— ago. Then, it was reported that 
ran and standard middlings, loaded into 


Great Northern and Northern Pacific cars 
by city mills, to make room for flour, 
could be picked up frequently at dis- 
counts of $3 ton under what was asked 
for feed in eastern line equipment. 

The opportunity to take advantage of 
these bargains, however, was limited to 
those who could sell the feed to persons 
located on the railroads mentioned, or 
who could secure foreign equipment into 
which to transfer the feed for eastern 
shipment. Naturally, under the circum- 
stances, these were few, because the small 
number of eastern empties available for 
loading were being apportioned among 
the mills for flour. 

The demand for feed has been very 
keen since March 1. Those in a position 
to offer reasonably quick shipment have 
been able to get remarkably high prices. 
As high as $35 ton, f.o.b. Minneapolis, has 
been paid for bran and standard mid- 
dlings in mixed cars, prompt shipment. 
Some expect to get even more before 
March is over. 

The strength in corn and oats has, of 
course, had some influence on millfeed 
values. With cracked corn and ground 
feed selling at $42@43 ton, Minneapolis, 
feeders naturally are turning more to 
millfeed, especially middlings, because of 
their relative cheapness. 

Bran and standard middlings are quot- 
ed by mills in straight cars at $33@33.50 
ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis; 
flour middlings, $38.50@39; red dog, $43 
@45,—latter in 140-lb sacks. In mixed 
cars, $1@1.50 ton more is asked. 

Flour middlings are just about as 
scarce as bran and standard middlings, 
but red dog seems to have lost a little of 
its strength. It is frequently claimed 
that cars of red dog can be picked up at 
good discounts under mill-asking prices, 
but these claims are difficult to verify. 

It is doubtful if at any similar time in 
recent years so little future shipment 
business was being done as at present. 
The trade naturally does not care to buy 
far ahead at anywhere near present 
prices, and, on the other hand, the mills 
are not anxious to sell. Few would be 
willing to discount present prices for 
April shipment. Bids have been received 
from eastern buyers for April-May ship- 
ment at only $1.50@2 ton under current 
quotations but, though these bids looked 
attractive, millers say they did not accept 
them. With the car. situation as it is, 
there is too much uncertainty as to oper- 
ating. The lessons learned in the last 
few months are keeping some from selling 
for specified shipment. 

Jobbers who have been approached by 
eastern connections for offers on. future 
delivery have resolutely refused to even 
consider them. They have passed through 
such an anxious time since Jan. 1, with 
threatened suits because of non-delivery, 
etc., that they are not at all keen about 
entering into fresh engagements. What 
they would like to do would be to clean 
up their old orders and take a short 
breathing spell. Their hands are tied, 
however, as to completing old contracts, 
and they are powerless to help them- 
selves. It does not look as though ship- 
ping conditions could possibly improve 
until the freight congestion in the East is 
broken and western cars are released. 

For several weeks, elevator screenings 
have been quoted at $24@30 ton, bulk, 
Minneapolis, and other grades of screen- 
ings at from $14 up to as high as $40. 
Supplies have recently increased some- 
what. Ground screenings are used as a 
base for molasses feed, and demand for 
the latter has fallen off because of the 
high price asked for it. With manufac- 
turers out of the market, and the sheep- 
feeding season drawing to a close, a drop 
in screenings is expected. 

Rozert T. Bearry. 





Effect of Car Shortage Bad 

W. H. Hayward, treasurer C. A. Gam- 
brill Mfg. Co., Baltimore, Md: 

Flour demand perhaps has been a shade 
better during the past fortnight. For- 
eign trade is very light. A rather urgent 
demand has prevailed for certain grades 
of flour on spot, due to the car congestion. 
This, however, is only temporary. We 
do not believe the flour trade, as a rule, 
is heavily bought ahead, and we expect a 
good steady demand throughout the rest 
of the crop year. 

Ocean freights are very strong, and 
room is difficult to obtain at any price. 
No doubt considerable business could be 
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buyers if the room 
at anything like a rea- 


done with forei 
could be had an 
sonable price. 

The car situation shows little, if any, 
improvement, and is creating a bad effect 
all along the line. We know of many 
cases where flour or feed shipped from 
the West two to three months ago has 
not yet been -reported as reaching the 
eastern connections. The railroads are 
keen to impose heavy demurrage charges 
on receivers where cars are not unloaded 
immediately on arrival, claiming that the 
cars possess such an enormous value to 
them that this justifies the charges. We 
should think the same argument might in 
justice be applied against the ‘roads in 
eases of long delays of cars in transit. 
The same cars could have made perhaps 
a half a dozen round trips between the 
East and the West had they been handled 
with reasonable promptness. 





Rye Cheaper Than Wheat 

D. W. Holmes, secretary Blodgett 
Milling Co., Janesville, Wis: 

In common with all other cereals, rye 
prices have advanced to the highest point 
in several decades. It is still selling, 
however, at its normal discount under 
wheat, and is, therefore, meeting with as 
ready use as it would have under normal 
prices. The grain is being sold freely for 
export, and with the domestic demand 
good and receipts extremely small, prices 
will doubtless be maintained at a high 
level for the rest of the crop year. Farm 
reserves, terminal elevator stocks, mill 
stocks and jobbers’ stocks are all much 
smaller than a year ago. 





No Large Reserves 


Regina Flour Mills Co., St. Louis: 

While thousands of carloads of flour 
and wheat are held in transit, the condi- 
tion of the country shows there are no 
large reserves and that any serious inter- 
ruption of traffic would cause suffering. 
But for the unprecedented high values of 
mill offal, flour would rule much above 
any price yet reached. That speculation 
is not the cause of the high prices of 
wheat is proven by the fact that spot 
wheat sells in St. Louis at some 18¢ bu 
above May. Crop prospects are still fair, 
so far not much winter damage in this 
section; but we are having much dry 
weather. 





A cable report: The result of a special 
inspection by neutral correspondents of 
food and other supplies at Liverpool, 
Manchester and London, states that enor- 
mous stores of wheat and other food- 
stuffs are on hand. At Manchester there 
were 100,000 tons of wheat in elevators 
and ships, and very large stores at Lon- 
don. At Liverpool the tonnage records 
show that for the year 1916 the ingoing 
and outgoing tonnage amounted to 11,- 
385,054 tons, compared with 12,487,974 in 
1913. 
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MORE ARGENTINE FIGURES 


Export Wheat Surplus Between 25 and 45 
Million Bus—Corn Export Surplus 
About the Same Amount 


Buenos Asres, Feb. 5.—Copious and 
general rains fell last week over practically 
all of the cultivated area of the republic. 
Although the cornfields were benefited 
thereby, it is unfortunately the case that, 
generally speaking, the rain came too late 
to neutralize the damage already caused 
by drouth. 

I find it extremely difficult at present 
to reconcile the several conflicting esti- 
mates current among local experts as to 
the et of cereals of this year’s crop 
which will be available for export. One of 
the largest exporting houses gave me, a 
few days ago, the following unofficial 
estimate (000’s omitted) : 

3 Metric tons Bus 
pi re Sire 1,000@1,200 36,000@ 44,000 
ERG TES 1,000@1,500 31,000@47,000 
000@ 50 000@ 2,000 
250@ 300 17,000@21,000 

These figures, covering the period I 
refer to, apply to the new crop only. 
Estimates of stocks of the old crop on 
Dec. 31 also vary considerably, wheat be- 
ing calculated at somewhere around 
400,000 tons, and corn 600,000 tons. Per- 
sonally, I imagine that the wheat export 
estimate for this year will prove to be 
excessive. Several competent opinions 
place it at from 700,000 to 800,000 metric 
tons only. Corn in the neighborhood of 
1,200,000 tons appears to me a probable 
figure. 

The market during the past week has 
been rather irregular, prices at the close 
being as follows: 


Wr BON 55-6 o6iv-6d cob vecaves $13.40 paper 
Benes GD sascasecdcdicosovcesve 9.95 paper 
CORR, TEATOR SEAS < vecccsscciic’s 10.20 paper 
Linseed, spot (market normal).. 22.20 paper 
rer ee ey Tene ete 8.55 paper 


These prices are per 100 kilos. It should 
be noted that during the week oats 
touched $10 per 100 kilos. 

Naturally the local market has been 
greatly excited by the international poli- 
tics of the last few days, and the conse- 
quent uncertainty as to shipping and 
freights. The whole of the purchasing for 
the allied governments is in the hands of 
a local firm in this city. 


Witrem J. Lams. 


Argentine Exports 
Wheat, corn, linseed and oats exports from 
Argentina, by calendar years, in thousands 
of bushels, as officially reported: 


Wheat Corn Linseed Oats 
PS! a ee 46,810 36,029 12,563 25,120 
BOERS s 60 cove 92,172 173,223 38,658 40,898 
BMERS co ccceces 36,028 139,451 33,131 24,426 
io? Rees 103,328 189,239 40,026 61,410 
BOAR. ve eviecss 96,484 190,352 20,290 61,824 
BOSE ov sedans 83,896 4,928 16,369 35,259 
§ 69,142 104,727. 23,812 25,599 
92,263 89,499 34,928 29,049 
133,441 67,390 41,558 30,360 
98,392 50,262 30,066 9,936 


82,501 106,046 21,199 3,588 
*Six months, January-June, 1916, 
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New York Food Prices 

The following table of retail food prices 
in New York City, published in the New 
York Times, was included in the report 
made to Mayor Mitchel by Health Com- 
missioner Emerson. It covers the five 
boroughs of New York, and the figures 
are based upon 600 inspections. The in- 


Wholesale , 





Retail price in 11 inspection districts 
5 6 7 8 9 


formation was obtained by personal in- 
quiry by trained food inspectors, of ven- 
dors in charge of pushcarts, groceries, 
butchers’ shops, fish markets, public mar- 
kets, bakeries and dairies. . 

The material presented in this report is 
commented on editorially in this issue of 
The Northwestern Miller. 








Meat— price 1 2 11 
PENOE  accccen 12% 22 24 22 22 19 20 20 19 23 22 17% 
| ER Oe 18 25 26% 26 21 27 26 24 24 25 25 25 

POUREY oc cccces 21 23 30 27 26 26 23% 26 22 24 24 24% 

Fish— 

Flounder ... 6% 8 ais 5% 13% 6 6 7 8 5% 8% 
rs 12 15 20 ee oe 12 ée 13 14 10% . 

Vegetables— 

Potatoes .... 5% 6% 7% 7 5% 6 7 oe» 6 5% 5% 7 
Onions ..... 13 15 18 17 15 16 16 e< 16 14 13% 15 
Cabbage .... 7% 10 15% 12 9% 10 il ws 10 9 9% ii 
Groceries— 
a 42 47% 49 48 48 45 51 48 45 49 49 -49% 
BD sc oacves 46 52 47% 60 54 46% 51 50 54 49 54 61 
Cheese ..... 16% 22 26% 20 20 es P as oe ve a. 16 
Sugar ...... 7% 9 10% 9 9 Ss 9 8 8% 
Coffee ...... 17 27% 23 27% 25 24 28 28 23 25 21 
pO Rae 5 7% 6% 7% 6 7 s 8 6 7 6 ee 
Se 5 »s 5 5 5% 6% 5 5% 6 5% 6 5% 
Griese ai ~ 6 10 il 12 9 9 10 8 8 8 9 9 
Dried Vegetables 
and Fruits— 
Beans ...... 10 13 14 13 11 11 11 12 TT 11% 11% 12 
re 9% 12 14 12 9 ane 11 10 11 916 9 13 
Prunes ..... 8 ae 14 10 13 15% 12 13 10 10 9H a. 
Raisins ..... 11 bs 18 16 21 26 ss 17 13 15 15 14 
Salt and Smoked 
Fish— 
Herring .... 5% 8 6% 6 4% .. 5 pes Oe “ss 5 - 
Salmon ..... 18 25 ve 26 26 27 28 27 pr ea 28 27 
Whitefish ... 15 20 6 20 ee 21 22 22 20 ee 22 24 
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Mills reported a somewhat better de- 
mand for flour this week. There seems 
to be a lot of both domestic and export 
business in sight, but with no car relief, 
sales are greatly restricted. There was a 
general good inquiry, especially for clears 
and low-grades, which are very scarce. 
Prices on all grades advanced 10@20c 
bbl on the week. 

In the South there was little change, 
mills still complaining of the lack of cars. 
At the same time there was a good in- 
quiry, and buyers are keeping closely in- 
formed as to values. This, coupled with 
the fact that stocks in all positions are 
low, leads millers to believe important 
buying is likely to come when shipping 
conditions are again normal. Directions 
on old contracts were freer. 

Export trade was practically at a stand- 
still. Most mills are not trying to do any 
foreign business, owing to the difficulty 
in securing cars and getting ocean room. 
Cables were infrequent, but a few small 
lots are being worked right along to 
Latin America and the West Indies. 

Trade conditions in the local market 
were unsatisfactory, judging by sales 
made by both millers and mill repre- 
sentatives. However, one or two mills 
reported a fair business. There does not 
seem to be as much spring as hard wheat 
flour sold at present in this market, the 
chief reason being the difference in prices, 
but buyers are only filling immediate re- 
* quirements, and mills are unable to do 
much business. 

Nominal quotations at the close: hard 
winter fancy patent, $8.80@9; straight, 
$8.45@8.70; first clear, $7.55@7.85; sec- 
ond clear, $6.40@6.75; low-grade, $6.10@ 
6.40,—jute. Soft winter fancy patent, 
$8.80@9; second patent, $8.45@8.65; extra 
fancy, $7.85@8.15; second clear, $7.15@ 
7.60; low-grade, $6.40@6.75,—jute or 
cotton. Pacific Coast soft wheat fancy 
patent, $8.80@9; straight, $8.45@8.65; 
cut-off, $7.85@8,15,—jute. Spring wheat 
patent, $9@9.55; first clear, $8.50@8.95, 
—jute. White rye, $8.40; dark, $7.80. 

Millfeed was in very good demand, 
with insufficient offerings of middlings 
and very light offerings of other feeds. 
Closing prices showed an advance on all 
grades, especially bran. 


FLOUR OUTPUT 


The flour output of the St. Louis mills, 
with a weekly capacity of 50,400 bbls, for 
the week ending March 10 was 34,200, 
representing 68 per cent of capacity, 
compared with 32,900, or 65 per cent, last 
week, 37,800, or 75 per cent, a year ago, 
and 12,200, or 24 per cent, in 1915. 

Outside mills, with a weekly capacity 
of 77,400 bbls, the product of which is 
sold from St. Louis, made 50,700, repre- 
senting 65 per cent, compared with 53,900, 
or 70 per cent, last week, 47,700, or 62 
per cent, a year ago, and 47,200, or 61 per 
cent, in 1915. 


CEREALS AND FEED 


Rye flour was in good demand this 
week at steady prices, white being quoted 
at $8.40, and dark at $7.80, jute. There 
were several cars sold, and the business 
done was better than for the past 30 days. 

A few cars of mill oats were sold at 
564,c, but demand was light. Owing to 
the poor quality, feeders will not use 
them, but heavy mill oats free from for- 
eign stuff will find a good market here. 
Natural barley needles were quoted at 
84c bu. 

There was a fair demand for wheat 
screenings of all descriptions, but very 
little offered. Spelt was offered at $2.10, 


with light demand. Good demand but 
scant offerings of bran and middlings, 
with prices firm. 

NOTES 

A. P. Husband, secretary of the Mill- 
ers’ National Federation, called at this 
office this week. 

J. L. Rodney, president of the Abilene 
(Kansas) Flour Mills Co., stopped in St. 
Louis this week on his way home from a 
visit to eastern markets. 

S. W. Seele, T. B. Teasdale and S. A. 
Whitehead represented the Merchants’ 
Exchange this week at a hearing in Wash- 
ington on standardization of wheat 
grades. 

C. F. Sparks, treasurer of the Sparks 
Milling Co., Alton, Ill, returned this 
week from Florida. He spent much of 
his time cruising in his yacht, making his 
headquarters at Palm Beach, and also 
participated in a family reunion. 

George A. Aylsworth, treasurer of the 
Aylsworth-Neal-Tomlin Grain Co., Kan- 
sas City, passed through St. Louis on his 
way to Washington, where he will repre- 
sent the Kansas City Board of Trade at 
a hearing on standardization of wheat 
grades. 

To represent the patriotic sentiment of 
the St. Louis Merchants’ Exchange in the 
present international crisis, this week 
several large American flags were un- 
furled over the trading hall. J. O. Bal- 
lard, president, stated they would remain 
there indefinitely. 

The St. Louis Millers’ Club will hold 
its seventeenth annual meeting March 21 
at the Mercantile Club. Besides the elec- 
tion of officers, delegates will be appoint- 
ed to attend the meeting of directors and 
delegates of the Millers’ National Fed- 
eration, to be held in Chicago in April. 


The enormous business done by the 
Bernet, Craft & Kauffman Milling Co., 
of St. Louis, has enabled it to increase 
its capital to $400,000. Christian Bernet 
stated that the company converted its 
surplus into capital for the purpose of 
expanding the business. Its assets are 
$736,275, and its liabilities $386,275. 

President Samuel Plant, Secretary A 
P. Husband and ex-President Charles 
Espenschied, of the Millers’ National 
Federation, left St. Louis Friday, March 
9, for Hollister, Mo., to “spoor” out the 
camp grounds for the Millers’ National 
convention to be held there early in May. 
There is great enthusiasm over the com- 
ing convention, and it promises to have 
the largest attendance of any of the mill- 
ers’ meetings. 





The Farmer the Price Dictator 


J. W. Craig, Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., 
Philadelphia: 

The government makes the farm re- 
serves of wheat on March 1 101 million 
bus, against 241 a year ago. As our vis- 
ible supply is only 45 millions, or 18 mil- 
lions less than last year, the total supply 
of wheat, in both positions, is only 146 
millions, against 305 millions last year 
and 203 millions on March 1, 1915. 

The. withdrawals from farms in four 
months (March 1 to July 1) have for the 
past four years ranged 120 to 169 millions, 
leaving liberal quantities on farms. This 
year there are only 101 millions on farms, 
and as the smallest carry-over on the 
farms on July 1 in many years was 15 
millions, there remains, at the most, only 
86 millions to be withdrawn during the 
next four months. 

Our opinion is that, with higher prices, 
months (March 1 to July 1) have for the 
the minimum. There will be sufficient 
supplies for all domestic needs, and prob- 
ably 20 to 30 millions for export, but to 
do this farm reserves, as well as our vis- 
ible and invisible stocks, must be reduced 


to a very dangerous minimum. And last, 
but not least, the farmer must be paid 
whatever he demands for his wheat. He 
may be satisfied with $2 bu, or he may 
demand more. 





DULUTH-SUPERIOR 


Dututrn, Mryn., March 12.—Trade was 
slow and light last week. The car situa- 
tion is as bad as at any time. Those 
holding contracts are pressing mills for 
delivery, but latter cannot get the equip- 
ment in which to ship. It is next to im- 
possible to book new business. Flour 
buyers generally seem apathetic, and look 
for soft spots on which to make such pur- 
chases as are necessary. The sharp de- 
cline in wheat today (March 12) caused 
mills to lower prices, the reduction on the 
week being 25c bbl. 

Mills can do nothing abroad, owing to 
the lack of ocean room and cars. 

Durum flour has declined 25c bbl, and 
the demand is slow. However, there is 
urgent call for shipment on.old sales. 

Rye flour advanced 10c bbl, with the 
weil buying lightly. 

Duluth-Superior mills in the week of 
March 10 made 14,540 bbls flour, or 40 
per cent of capacity, against 17,720 bbls, 
or 49 r cent, the previous week, and 
20,980 bbls, or 58 per cent, a year ago. 

Millfeed is quiet and firm; the shortage 
of cars restricts trading. 


, NOTES 


Today May 
5¥,c, and May durum 41,c. 


During the past 10 days, duty was paid 
on 91,000 bus Canadian wheat, and it was 
transferred to American stocks. 


Stocks of durum wheat in Duluth- 
Superior elevators aggregate only 879,000 
bus, against 5,956,000 a year ago. Little 
if any is for sale. 


Duluth-Superior elevators have in store 
6,128,000 bus domestic wheat and 3,525,- 
000 bus bonded, against a total of 18,- 
196,000 a year ago. 


The movement of bonded grain to Du- 
luth-Superior shows no sign of abating. 
Daily receipts are running about 150 cars, 
mostly of wheat and oats. 


Buyers of screenings are having a hard 
time to get supplies loaded out. They are 
besieging the railroads without much re- 
sult. Some sales made early in the winter 
are still unfilled, Elevators are carrying 
large stocks. 


Harry Coulby, president of the Pitts- 
burg Steamship Co., was here last week, 
accompanied by his wife, to attend the 
marriage of their son, Kenneth A. Scott, 
to Miss Lucy Barnett, daughter of L. C. 
Barnett, of the Barnett & Record Co. 


The Globe Elevator Co.’s Superior 
plant has begun to receive bonded grain, 
and has available about 4,000,000 bus in 
capacity. Some of the houses that have 
been receiving Canadian grain are getting 
filled up and will not be able to care for 
much more than already contracted for. 


The Great Lakes Transit Corporation 
has filed a tariff increasing all lake-and- 
rail rates, east and west bound. The ad- 
vance increases the through rates to the 
seaboard 5 per cent. The railroad lines 
have not yet filed their tariffs carrying 
the increases, but are expected to within 
a few days. The greatly increased cost 
of operation is assigned as the reason for 
the advance. 


A small lot of wheat is reported to have 
been chartered to go to Buffalo by lake 
on the opening of navigation, at 51,c bu. 
Vesselmen do not look for this rate to 
hold, however, and believe when the move- 
ment gets under way the rate will ease 
off. Shipments of grain that should go 
forward by rail will probably be forced 
to go by lake, and should create some 
demand for space before long. 


Cash wheat is a little stronger than a 
week ago. Offerings are small and the 
market dull. No. 1 northern sells at a 
premium of 6c over May; No. 2 at May 
price to 2c over; No. 3 at 3@8c under 
May. No, 2 hard Montana has gained Ic, 
and rules at 5c over May. No, 1 durum 
on track is quoted at May price, and to 
arrive at 2c under. No. 2 brings 3@5c 
under May. Oats declined 1%c from a 
week ago; rye is 2c higher, and barley 
unchanged. 

F. G. Cartson. 


No. 1 northern declined . 
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ditions. The difference represents Over 


$1.50 bbl for patent flour. 


Considerable. Canadian wheat is arri\ 
ing at Minneapolis. Practically all th, 
important commission houses are recei\ 
ing wheat from the western provinces on 
consignment. Much of it is frosted, but i 
bringing practically the same prices as i. 
North Dakota wheat of the same variety. 
One car of 59-lb Canadian wheat was soic 
today at 24c under May. It was frosted, 
but the consignee figured it_should hay: 
brought 5@10c bu more. 


TRANSPORTATION AND FREIGHTS 

No tariffs have been issued for lake 
and-rail traffic, and much uncertainty ex 
ists as to what rates will be the coming 
season. 

Based on all-rail carriage to the At- 
lantic seaboard, through rates on flour 
from Minneapolis were today (March 12) 
quoted, in cents per 100 lbs, for prompt 
shipment (14 days): To Baltic basis, 
201.5; Bristol, 106.5; Christiania, 201.5: 
Copenhagen, 201.5; Cardiff, 112.5; Dun 
dee, 116.5; Leith, 116.5; Marseilles, 147.75. 
St. John’s, N. F., 105.8. 


CEREALS AND FEED 

Timothy hay, baled, is quoted at $13@ 
16 ton, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 

Mixed feed is quiet but firm at aroun 
$39 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis 

Rye middlings have been advanced t. 
$35@36 ton, in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minne 
apolis. 

Supplies of screenings are increasin: 
but, as yet, there has been no weakenin, 
in prices, 

One Minneapolis jobber is asking $3) 
ton for bran and standard middlings i) 
mixed cars, 

There is some inquiry for lake-and-riail 
shipment feed, but to date, no sales have 
been reported. 

An eastern buyer reported the recei))t 
last week of feed that had been in transit 
over two months. 

Mill oats are firm at 35@46c bu, bulk, 
f.o.b. Minneapolis. Top prices are bi! 
for oats in eastern line cars. 


MINNESOTA INTERIOR MILL PRICES 
A common basis on which flour is beiny 
sold by mills at interior points in Min 
nesota, in straight or mixed-car lots, i 
patent, $10@10.10 per bbl in 98- and 4° 
lb sacks; straight, $9.80@10. For lots of 
less than one car, 20c is usually added. 
The approximate prices at which mills 
at interior points in Minnesota are selliny 
millfeed in mixed cars with flour are $3) 
@36 for bran in 100-lb sacks, $86@37 for 
shorts, and $41@42 for flour middlings. 





Wheat Reserves in Northwest 

The Department of Agriculture estima' 
the stocks of wheat’ in bushels on farns 
March 1 in the Northwest as follows (00('s 
omitted): 

1915 1911 
10,314 19,7 
15,502 14,9 
6,945 9,173 
$2,761 43,557 
2,036 .. 


1917 1916 
Minnesota .... 5,787 19,844 
North Dakota. 11,011 39,612 
South Dakota. %,958 17,853 





77,209 
3,167 


Totals, bus.. 


22,756 
Montana 2,0 





Stocks on Farms March 1 

The United States Department of A. 
riculture estimates the quantity of wheat 
on farms March 1 at 101,365,000 bus, 
against 244,448,000 in 1916. 

Estimates as to farm stocks of other 
grains are: corn, 789,416,000 bus, against 
1,116,559,000 in 1916; oats, 393,985,000 
bus, against 598,148,000; barley, 32,841 ,- 
000 bus, against 58,301,000. 

Wheat in country mills and elevators 
on March | is estimated at 89,614,000 bus 
(14 per cent of 1916 crop), against 15),- 
027,000 in 1916, 





Seattle-Tacoma Output 

The flour output of Seattle mills, with 
a combined weekly. capacity of 40,0 
bbls, was 12,240, or 30 per cent of capic- 
ity, this week, against 18,735, or 45 per 
cent, last week, 13,350, or 33 per cent. 4 
year ago, and 11,658, or 29 per cent, {wo 
years ago. 

The flour output of Tacoma mills, with 
a combined weekly capacity of 57,')00 
bbls, was 17,075, or 29 pe. cent of cap.ic- 
ity, against 93,585, ‘or 41 r cent, last 
week, 28,578, or 50 per cent, a year ‘40; 
and 24,520, or 49 per cent, two years ° £0. 
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March 14, 1917 : 
RECENT LEGAL DECISIONS 


Important Matters Affecting the Milling 
Industry Lately Ruled on by 
Various Courts 





DELIVERY OF GRAIN 

The Oklahoma City Mill & Elevator 
Co. recently won a suit before the United 
States district court at Amarillo, Texas, 
and against the Pampa Grain Co., grow- 
ing out of partial loss of wheat shipments 
made by the grain company under order 
Hills of lading, the loss being caused by 
the Galveston storm. 

‘The decision appears to have turned on 
the fact that, although the milling com- 
pany, as buyer, had taken up the bills of 
lading, the purchase was made on condi- 
tion: “Delivery of grain -not perfected 
until grain reaches destination specified, 
and has been inspected and weighed.” The 
loss occurred before the cars reached the 
destination. 

rhe contract of sale was negotiated 
orally, and when the mill’s representative 
reported it-by telephone, the mill sent to 
the grain company a formal confirmation 
of purchase, containing the condition 
above quoted. This confirmation con- 
formed to the rules of the Texas Grain 
Dealers’ Association, of which both par- 
ties were members. The grain company 
did not exchange a confirmation, but its 
manager retained the mill’s memorandum, 
indorsing the grain company’s name on it. 

One of the association rules provides 
that where only one party confirms, the 
confirmation shall bind both, unless ob- 
jected to by the recipient. Under. these 
circumstances, Judge Meek, of the Unit- 
ed States district court, said: 

“While the possession of the bill of lad- 
ing covering a shipment, either indorsed 
or unindorsed, betokens ownership, gen- 
eral or special, in any event such — 
sion evidences the right in the holder to 
direct and control the disposition of the 
shipment, yet the basis of such possession 
is open to inquiry; and as between the 
parties to a purchase and sale—as the 
buyer and seller of the carloads of wheat 
in the instant case—the custom or course 
of dealing should control, and, in any 
event, a specific provision in ‘confirmation 
of purchase’ as to when delivery of ship- 
ment of grain shall be perfected or com- 
pleted should control. 

“Before these. carload shipments of 
wheat had reached destination and been 
received in the elevator at Galveston, 
there to be inspected and the grade there- 
of determined, they were in part totally 
destroyed and in part substantially dam- 
aged by fire and water. ‘Under a con- 
tract of sale which provides for delive 
at a specified place, a delivery at su 
place must be made to fix the liability of 
the buyer, and it is not sufficient that the 
goods are ready for delivery at another 
place near by. 35 Cye. 171, and au- 
thorities there cited. These shipments 
were purchased for export, and the buyer 
reserved ‘the right to unload off-grades 
grain without first notifying you.’ 

“As the delivery of the grain in the 
respective shipments had not been per- 
fected (or completed) at the time the loss 
and damage overtook them, I am con- 
strained to and will hold that the burden 
of such loss and damage must fall upon 
the party contracting to perfect delivery 
at the point of destination in the manner 
and for the purposes above set forth.” 


CONTRACT BREACH CLAIMS 

In the case of Bernhard Stern & Sons 
vs. Chagnon, the Rhode Island supreme 
court has ordered a new trial on the 
ground of erroneous rulings of the trial 
judge; verdict having been returned in 
plaintiffs’ favor for breach of defendant's 
contract to buy flour for use in his bakery. 

‘The higher court holds that, since plain- 
tiffs were permitted to show that defend- 
ant refused to accept further delivery 
under his contract at a time when the 
market value of the flour was declining, 
the trial judge improperly refused to re- 
ceive rebutting testimony tending to show 
that delivery was rejected on the ground 
of inferiority of the flour shipped. 
_ But the supreme court holds that de- 
fendant was not entitled to show the con- 
tents of letters written by plaintiffs’ 
agent before the contract of sale was 
signed, in which it was stated that the 
flour should be satisfactory to defendant, 
and that, if it should fail to prove 0, 
defendant might reject further delivery. 
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The theory of this decision is that the 
written contract subsequently entered into 
for the sale must be deemed to have 
stated all the terms of the agreement, 
and that it could not be contradicted by 
the negotiatory correspondence. 


ASSIGNING CAUSES OF LOSS 

An interesting decision of the Minnesota 
supreme court, handed down recently in 
the case .of Northwestern Consolidated 
Milling Co. vs, Chicago, Burlington & 
Quincy Railroad Co., draws attention to a 
difference in opinion between state and 
federal courts on the question as to a 
carrier’s liability for freight lost in a 
flood, where the carrier’s only fault has 
been delay in transporting the goods, 
whereby they were caught in the unfore- 
seen flood. 

The plaintiff sued for the value of flour 
lost in the Columbus flood while in transit 
from Minneapolis to West Virginia, re- 
lying upon the fact that, except for negli- 
gent delay in carriage, the loss would 
have been avoided. The trial judge 
awarded judgment in the mill’s favor, 
but the supreme court, constrained by de- 
cisions of the federal courts in similar 
cases, has reversed the judgment, recog- 
nizing the point that, as to interstate 
shipments, the loss must be attributed to 
an act of God, rather than to the negli- 
gent delay. 

At the same time the court’s opinion 
shows that Minnesota is still in line with 
the state courts in many other jurisdic- 
tions on the point that, as to intrastate 
shipments, loss in such cases is to be 
charged to the carrier on the theory that 
the negligent delay was the proximate 
cause of the loss. 

Since the federal decisions are control- 
ling as to interstate commerce, the Minne- 
sota court’s decision appears to be sound, 
and until state judges and federal judges 
come to concur in their opinions, a ship- 
ment of flour from Minneapolis to Grand 
Forks will continue to be governed by one 
rule and a shipment to East Grand Forks 
by another, without their being any logi- 
cal difference in principle, so far as the 
mere difference between intrastate and 
interstate commerce is concerned. 


WISCONSIN GRAIN TAXES 

The Wisconsin supreme court has up- 
held the law enacted at the 1915 session 
of the state legislature, reading as fol- 
lows: 

“Every person, copartnership, associa- 
tion, company or corporation operating a 
grain elevator or warehouse in this state, 
except elevators and warehouses on farms 
for . . . storage of grain raised by the 
owner thereof, shall on or before Dec. 15 
of each year pay an annwil occupation 
tax of a sum equal to one-quarter of one 
mill per bushel upon. all wheat and flax 
and one-eighth of one mill per bushel 
_— all other grain received in or han- 
dled by such elevator or warehouse dur- 
ing the preceding year ending April 30; 
and such grain shall be exempt from all 
taxation, either state or municipal.” 

The decision was announced in pro- 
ceedings instituted by Bernhard Stern & 
Sons against the Milwaukee tax commis- 
sioner to annul a personal property as- 
sessment made in disregard of the 1915 
law. The commissioner took the position 
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that the law was unconstitutional as being 
unjustly discriminatory between grain in 
elevators and grain on farms, but the 
supreme court overruled the contention, 
saying: 

“The grain handled in public elevators 
and warehouses is a commodity in transit 
from place to place in the channels of 
commerce, and much of it is in such tran- 
sit from state to state. In the light of 
these conditions, such grain constitutes a 
wholly different class of property for the 
purposes of local taxation than does grain 
stored in private warehouses by the pro- 
ducer, and affords ample distinction be- 
tween them for classification for the 
purposes of taxation.” 


PUBLIC GRAIN-WEIGHING 

In the Missouri supreme court’s recent 
decision, denying to the Merchants’ Ex- 
change of St. Louis the privilege of 
“weighing the grain of the citizens of 
Missouri and charging therefor,” or of 
“issuing certificates of weight for grain 
deposited in the public warehouses and 
public elevators in the city of St. Louis,” 
the court sustained the validity of the 
law enacted at the 1913 session of the 
state legislature, making it unlawful for 
one “other than a duly authorized and 
bonded state weigher to issue any weight 
certificate or to issue or sign any paper 
or ticket purporting to be the weight of 
any car, wagon, sack or other package of 
grain weighed at any warehouse or eleva- 
tor in this state where duly appointed 
and qualified state weighers are sta- 
tioned,” etc. 

Holding that the law does not inter- 
fere with interstate commerce, the court 
adds: “The police powers of the state 
have full recognition by the federal gov- 
ernment, and unless the laws passed in 
pursuance of such powers unduly inter- 
fere with the commerce clause of the fed- 
eral Constitution they have been upheld 
by the United States supreme court. 
. . . These laws do not purport to regu- 
late interstate commerce. They are made 
applicable solely to citizens of the state, 
and property in the state.” : 


NEGLIGENCE NOT PRESUMED 

The mere fact that cars spotted by a 
railway company on one of its sidings for 
loading by a shipper were in some unex- 
plained manner released and ran down- 
grade, doing damage to other cars of the 
company, raises no presumption of negli- 
gence on the part of the shipper, so as to 
make him liable to the railway company 
for such damages, according to a late 
decision of the Utah supreme court, an- 
nounced in the case of Denver & Rio 
Grande Railroad Co. vs. Ashton-Whyte- 
Skillicorn Co. 

In this case, the railway company un- 
successfully sought to have applied the 
general rule of law that, although negli- 
gence may not be susceptible to direct 
proof in a given instance, it may be in- 
ferred when it appears that the agency 
causing damage was under the control of 
the defendant and would not have caused 
the damage complained of if properly 
handled. 

The court refused to apply the prin- 
ciple, because it was shown that, although 
the defending shipper was in control of 
the two cars in question to the extent that 
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one of them had already been loaded, 
and the brakes were in good order, the 
siding was used by the public generally, 
and that some other person may have 
been at fault in the release of the car on 
the grade. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

An ordinance of Seattle makes it un- 
lawful to sell commodities ordinarily sold 
by weight or measure, unless the quantity 
sold or offered for sale shall be the true 
net weight represented. 

Interpreting this ordinance in the re- 
cent case of the City of Seattle vs. 
Yocum, the Washington supreme court 
holds that it does not prevent parties to 
a sale from agreeing for payment at a 
gross weight, including the weight of the 
containing package, wrapper or sack, 
where the buyer is not deceived. 

The court’s opinion distinguishes the 
decision of the ‘Tennessee supreme court 
in the case of State vs. Co-operative Store, 
wherein it was held that a sale of corn 
meal in bags containing 21 lbs was un- 
lawful under a state law declaring the 
weight of a bushel of meal to be 48 lbs, 
and forbidding retail sales except in two, 
one, one-half, one-fourth, or one-eighth 
bushel bags or packages. In that case, it 
appears that the actual weight of the 
package was not mentioned in the sale 
nor was it marked on the package. 


MISTAKES IN ORDERS 

In a previous item we referred to a 
decision of the Kansas supreme court in 
the case of Cargill Commission Co. vs. 
Mowery (Hutchinson Grain Co.), to the 
effect that defendant was bound by a 
mistake in selecting a code word whereby 
a telegraphic order to book 30,000 to 
35,000 ‘bus of wheat was given plaintiff, 
whereas defendant intended to sell 3,000 
to 3,500 bus only. 

In a supplemental opinion, the court 
now modifies that decision by ordering a 
new trial on the question whether plain- 
tiff was chargeable with knowledge of the 
mistake by reason of an alleged impossi- 
bility of buying and shipping the larger 
quantity of wheat at Hutchinson within 
the five-day limit fixed by the contract. 
The court says: 

“We had been inclined to assume that 
in the Hutchinson wheat market in June, 
1915, it wouid have been quite possible to 

urchase that amount of wheat of the 

ind [30,000 to 35,000 bus of No. 3 hard 
wheat] in the time specified. But we are 
now constrained to hold that these allega- 
tions formed an issue of fact—the essen- 
tial one being the plaintiff's knowledge of 
such alleged impossibility—and that the 
defendant is entitled to have a jury de- 
cide this issue.” A. L. H. Srreer. 





Result of Car Shortage 

Much was said last November and De- 
cember about the congestion in grain in 
Montana, brought about by the car short- 
age. Farmers were represented to be 
hauling grain from town to town, unable 
to sell because of the fact that elevators 
were filled to capacity and could not 
take in more grain for lack of cars in 
which to ship to terminal markets. The 
accompanying photograph, taken at Big 
Sandy, Mont., Nov. 16, 1916, gives some 
idea of what the congestion really was. 





Farmers’ wagons waiting to be unloaded at Big Sandy, Mont. 
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During the past week the flour market 
has been in the grip of war. Importers 
who had white flour to offer experienced 
no difficulty in selling at an advance on 
the best of recent prices. The critical 
position created by the rupture of diplo- 
matic relations between the United 
States and Germany has had a paralyzing 
effect on import business, hit hard enougn 
before by progressive flour restrictions. 

While for a long time there has been 
talk about a possible embargo on bread- 
stuffs exports from the United States, 
till now no one has taken any stock of 
such talk. But it cannot be denied that 
the present situation has created alarm 
among flour importers here. Such a con- 
tingency as a sudden prohibition of ex- 
ports is now looked on as possible, if not 
probable, and the mere possibility is very 
nampering to business. : 

There is at present no bread scarcity 
here; every one can get enough bread in 
this city at about 22c per 4 Ibs, and much 
the same is true of the whole country. 
But what with the shortage of labor, of 
petrol and lorries, the mills here are get- 
ting behindhand with deliveries, and bak- 
ers complain of difficulty in getting 
enough supplies to keep going. Flour 
from the country is reaching this city 
very slowly, owing to difficulties of tran- 
sit on the railways. 

There has been no alteration in official 
prices by London mills, the limits rang- 
ing 58s 6d@6\ls, according to quality. The 
lower price is supposed to be for 81 per 
cent flour, and the highest for 76 per cent, 
plus 5 per cent of barley, rice, corn or 
oats. Broadly speaking, 58s 6d@59s 
would be charged for 81 per cent flour, 
and 59s 6d@6l1s for white flour, but in 
each case some millers are charging 
rather more. 

English country flour is dearer, 57s 6d 
@58s 6d ex-rail in London being charged 
for all English, while for flour with a 
foreign admixture, and a sufficient per- 
centage of added material to keep it 
white, 59@60s would be required. 

Minnesota patents are exceedingly 
scarce, and any good marks available 
command 63s 6d@64s ex-store, while sec- 
ond Minnesotas would make 62s 6d@63s 
in the same position. Minnesota fancy 
clears are to be found now and again, but 
command 61s 6d, while first clears, when 
available, make 59s 7d@60s,—all ex-store. 

Kansas patents are worth 62@63s, while 
Kansas seconds are making 61@62s. 

Manitoba export patents, when avail- 
able for delivery, are worth 63s 6d@63s 
ex-store. A good patent made 63s 6d in 
that position a few days ago. 

The above are white flours, which are 
still being sold under license, but a few 
offers of 76 per cent Kansas at about 57s 
c.i.f. have been received for fairly prompt 
dispatch, and of Manitoba at about 
67s 6d c.i.f., while Australian 78 per cent 
is offered for prompt dispatch at 57s 6d 
c.i.f. Freight and political tension are 
the great enemies of the flour business 
today. 

MILLFEED 

Millfeed is cheaper all round, ordinary 
bran not making today more than £13 
ton, while coarse middlings are worth 
about £13 10s@£13 15s. 


LOW-GRADES 


A little business has recently passed 
in Minneapolis low-grade at about 5ls 


net, c.i.f., but this trade, and that in red 
dog, has been checked by the recent slump 
in millfeed here. 
OATMEAL 

Oatmeal tends to harden, Aberdeen be- 
ing held at 33s 6d per 112 lbs, while Mid- 
lothian is dearer at 36s. American coarse, 
medium and fine oatmeal is, however, still 
obtainable at £32 10s per ton. 


THE MONEY SITUATION 


There has been a fair demand for 
money throughout the week, and although 
on some days supplies were rather scarce, 
they have mostly been abundant. A good 
many loans were arranged at 4 per cent 
and under, and business was passing at 
around this figure today. For seven-day 
loans the rate is 43,@5. 

The discount market has been firmer, 
in view of the paying over of the war- 
loan applications this week. Only a very 
few bills have been offered. ‘The rate 
for three, four and six months’ bank bills 
is 5 1-16@5'% per cent, and for trade 
bills 54%,@6. The bank rate remains at 
5, per cent. 

DEMAND FOR SECOND CLEARS 

Some time ago there was a good de- 
mand for red dog flour for use in making 
dog biscuits that are usually made from 
second clears. It is now found that red 
dog is not suitable for this purpose, and 
buyers have had to get rid of their sup- 
plies with somewhat of a loss. These con- 
ditions have caused a renewed demand 
for second clears, and yesterday this 
grade of flour was bought at 49s c.i.f. 
London, April shipment from America. 
This is a very high price for low grades, 
as in normal times they are usually worth 
18@19s. 

AUSTRALIAN FLOURS 

For the time being, London flour im- 
porters are making no fresh purchases 
of American flour, as only'a very few 
offers are being received, and these, ow- 
ing to the freight situation, are entirely 
out of line. It is not much better with 
Canadian flour, although occasionally a 
few sales are made. 

Australian is about the only flour that 
can be worked satisfactorily, and as there 
is considerable of this on passage, quite a 
good business is being done. Such flour is 
constantly growing in favor, and there is 
no doubt that it is very satisfactory. The 
war has helped to get Australian flour 
better known in the United Kingdom 
than it ever was before. 


BAKERS CONFER WITH FOOD CONTROLLER 


A deputation of bakers representing 
the National Association of Master Bak- 
ers and Confectioners held an important 
meeting last week with Lord Devonport, 
the British food controller, part of the 
proceedings of which were of a private 
character, but some of the suggestions 
that were put before the food controller 
were as follows: 

1. That in the opinion of this society 
the food controller should make it com- 
pulsory for millers and sellers of flour to 
declare with every delivery of flour the 
percentage of wheat in flour and the 
nature and quantity of any added cereals. 

2. That it is in the interest of the na- 
tion, and of vital importance to the bread 
trade, that the government should give 
every facility for the importation of 
flour. At the present time there is great 
difficulty in obtaining a regular pte of 
flour from London millers, which position 
was accentuated by the recent destruction 
of a London flour mill. In the opinion of 
the society, the encouragement of the im- 
portation of flour will lessen the danger 
of the supply developing into a monopoly. 

The suggestion that the importation of 
imported flour should be given every facil- 
ity is of special interest, as there is no 





doubt that those who have charge of the 
food supplies of Great Britain have not 
given sufficient attention to the importa- 
tion of flour, but have concentrated all 
their efforts on the importation of wheat. 
In the event of an emergency there is no 
doubt that good stocks of flour would be 
far more useful than large stocks of 
wheat. 

It will also be noted that the bakers 
asked the food controller to make it com- 
pulsory for millers to declare what their 
flours are made from. At a recent mill- 
ers’ meeting a resolution was passed ask- 
ing the government not to make it neces- 
sary for millers to state what ingredients 
their flours contained. It remains to be 
seen what decision the government will 
come to, but it seems only efair to the 
bakers that they should know what they 
are buying. 

At a previous meeting of bakers it was 
resolved to call the attention of the food 
controller to the following resolution: 

That the National Association of 
Master Bakers and Confectioners regrets 
the decision of the government in author- 
izing the dilution of wheaten flour by 
flour made from other cereals. In view 
of the fact, however, that such dilution 
is made lawful, the association urges upon 
the government, in fairness to the public 
and to the baking trade, to make it com- 
pulsory on the part of the millers and 
flour factors to declare with every deliv- 
ery of flour the nature and percentage of 
any added cereals. 

Lord Devonport issued a special invita- 
tion to the association to send the delega- 
tion, and he, himself, personally received 
it at Grosvenor House. 


FOOD RATIONS 


It is understood that the new system of 
placing the nation on rations as regards 
bread, meat and sugar is working quite 
satisfactorily, and there is no doubt that 
the majority of householders are doing 
their best to live within their allowances. 
An allowance of 4 lbs of bread per week 
is permitted for each person, but this ra- 
tion also includes all the flour that is used 
for pastry, cakes, puddings,” etc., so the 
amount of bread allowed is not as great 
as it appears. 

In order that due allowance may be 
made for flour used for other than bread 
purposes, 4 lbs of bread is reckoned as 
the equivalent of 3 lbs of flour. For ex- 
ample, a family of five persons would 


* be entitled to 20 Ibs of bread per week, 


but for every 3 lbs of flour that is used 
for cakes, puddings, pastry, etc., 4 lbs of 
bread must be deducted from the bread 
allowance. Presuming that a family of 
five would use about 3 lbs of flour per 
week for cooking purposes, this would 
leave 16 lbs of bread as their week’s 
allowance. 

Of meat, 21% lbs per person is also al- 
lowed, and % lb of sugar. It is quite 
possible to live within -these rations, but 
it cannot be done without a certain 
amount of good management and _ re- 
straint. At present the system is volun- 
tary, but the nation is asked to live as 
= to the allowance regulations as pos- 
sible. 


LIVERPOOL, FEB. 13 


The foreign flour market continues 
fairly active, the trade having become 
more familiarized with the new situation 
and abnormal restrictions. Probably the 
scarcity of imported flour on spot has 
stimulated inquiry in forward positions 
on passage, in transit and for B oasnenery 
Those in a position to offer such goods 
to arrive or for shipment at prices corre- 
sponding to present spot values of home- 
milled war straights have found little 
difficulty in disposing of considerable 
quantities of American, Canadian and 










Australian flours for near and distant 
delivery. 

In consequence, sellers are inclined to 
greater firmness, and quotations for ex- 
port flours have advanced about Is per 
280 Ibs, the lowest now being 63@64s and 
upward. Home-milled straights are also 
1s dearer, being now held for 59@60s per 
280 Ibs, and are in good consumptive re- 
quest. 

American and Canadian spring and 
winter wheat millers are occasionally the 
turn dearer for export flour, Minnesota 
76 per cent being the exception at 1s 
cheaper, viz., 62s c.i.f., but it is still above 
buyers’ views. Winters are nominal. 
Canadian springs at 60@6ls are Is dear- 
er. Kansans at 60@61s are unchanged. 
The latter are most in request for ship- 
ment, and Manitobas are second in favor 
of buyers, business having materialized 
in both to a fair extent. 

Low-grade flours are in fair request on 
spot and for forward shipment, and 
prices-have advanced 1s. Second bakers 
are now held for 52s and red dog for 4s, 
ex-quay. For shipment from America, 
second bakers are quoted at 49s c¢.i.f., or 
6d advance, and red dog at 42s, which 
rather checks business. 

Australian 78 per cent flours have 
found buyers for shipment or on passage 
at 56@58s per 280 lbs c.i.f. 


FROM THE TRADE 


Fennell, Spence & Co., Liverpool: Flour 
has been quiet but steady. A parcel of 
74 per cent Ontario winter sold to Liver- 
pool at 56s 6d, war risk buyers’ account. 
Low-grades firm. A parcel of Canadian 
second clear sold for February seaboard 
at 49s 6d c.i.f. Liverpool. Prices on spot 
are very firm. The landed value is 53s. 

There is rather a better inquiry for red 
dog. A fair line sold for February mill 
shipment at 40s c.i.f. Some recent arrivy- 
als have not been red dog at all, but 
would be better described as poor mid- 
dlings. Linseed cakes firmer; £17 10s 
now asked for near arrivals. 


IRISH MARKETS, FEB. 12 


It is difficult to write about the flour 
trade, as the situation is so uncertain. 
Consumers are able to get all the flour 
they want from what little stocks im- 
porters have and what millers are able 
to supply, but they are selling only suffi- 
cient to keep customers going, and in all 
instances buyers are keener than sellers 
for business. 

As far as importers are concerned, they 
simply will not sell anything except what 
is actually on spot. They have flour com- 
ing on at varying prices, and have war- 
grade flour to deliver sold on the basis 
of 56s Belfast, which today nominally is 
worth 62s 6d. 

Of Minneapolis flour there is nothing 
offering in any position, cable inquiries 
from this side during the week not hav- 
ing received any response. A little Duluth 
flour on spot is worth 63s 6d. 

For Kansas flours, importers are now 
wanting 63s 6d ex-quay Belfast for war- 
grade flour already secured. As this price 
is higher than that of home millers, it is 
looked on as simply prohibitive, for in 
view of the disturbed political situation 
importers do not want to commit them- 
selves until they see what is going to 
arrive. 

Importers who sent out cables early in 
the week for offers of 76 per cent stand- 
ard Manitoba flour received replies that 
business was impossible, owing to freight- 
room difficulties and the political situa- 
tion. One thing is certain, and that is 
that business will be impossible until the 
situation clears. Some offers were made 
of flour on passage on the basis of 62s 6d, 
full landed terms, Belfast, and 63s 6d 
Dublin, but inasmuch as they were made 
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subject to safe arrival, buyers would not 
operate. 3 

In American soft winters, offers for 
shipment at present are not available, 
but subject to safe arrival some passage 
lots of Illinois could be secured at 62s 6d. 
Australian flours are worth 63s ex-quay 
Bel fast. 

Mill offals have been cheaper, both bran 
and pollard showing 2s 6d@5s per ton 
decline. Local-made white bran is now 
£16 5s, and red bran £1 per ton less, with 
a poor demand and prices tending weak- 
er, Linseed and cotton cakes have both 
been strong, owing to better demand and 
small stocks. ‘Today’s value of linseed 
cakes is about £19 ex-quay either port. 
Cotton cakes are worth £18, and decorti- 
cated cottonseed meal £17, both ex-store. 


NOTES 

Lieutenant Wellwood, only son of J. E. 
Wellwood, of Shaw, Pollock & Co., Ltd., 
and the Lord Line, Belfast, was wounded 
in France by shell fire, but has recovered 
and resumed his duties. 

Belfast is doing well in the war loan. 
The Lord Line Steamship Co., which 
trades principally between Baltimore 
and Belfast and Dublin, has subscribed 
$540,000, and another large Belfast 
steamship company, the Head Line, 
£500,000, 


WHEAT LOSS UNDER FLOUR 
CONTRACTS 


(Continued from page 760.) 
goods, and this made it necessary for the 





milling company to liquidate its loss and 
seek recovery thereof from the baking 
company. 


The price of both flour and. wheat had 
declined considerably. The contract con- 
tained a provision to the effect that the 
failure or refusal of the buyer to furnish 
directions for shipment should give the 
milling company the right to terminate 
the contract, as to the unshipped flour, 
after due notice to the buyer of its inten- 
tion so to do, and recover from the buyer 
the loss sustained by way of decline in 
wheat, figuring 41, bus to the barrel of 
flour unshipped, also an estimated loss of 
profit of 2c per bus, or 10e per bbl, also 
le per bu per month for cost of carrying 
the wheat from date of the contract to 
date of termination, and an additional 2c 
per bu assessed to cover initial selling 
expense, cost of buying and selling the 
wheat, and overhead expense chargeable 
to the transaction, 

The contract provision is entirely rea- 


sonable because: (a) four and one-half 
bushels of wheat is concededly required 
to manufacture a barrel of flour. There- 
fore, the stipulated quantity of wheat 
upon which the loss is to be calculated is 


reasonable, and we start out with a rea- 
sonable basis for calculation. 

(b) Loss by way of decline in wheat 
could not be avoided, as it is necessary 
for the mill to hedge the sale in order to 
avoid speculating on the wheat market. 

(c) Charging the buyer with Ic per 
bu per month for carrying the wheat 
from the date of the contract to the date 
of breach is reasonable, as it is hardly 
sufficient to cover the expense of storage, 
insurance and interest on money invested. 
It is also reasonable to start the charge 
from the date of the contract as the wheat 
is then bought. 

(cd) That 2c per bu or 10c per bbl 
profit is a modest sum will not be denied. 
_ (e) Two cents per bushel or 10c per bbl 
is certainly not more than sufficient to re- 
imburse the milling company for the cost 
of selling the flour, buying and selling 
wheat and, in general, handling the trans- 
action. A certain amount of overhead 
expense is chargeable to each transaction, 
and cannot be definitely calculated. 

(f) Under the contract provision, if 
wheat has gone up in price, instead of 
down, the buyer is given credit for the 
amount of the rise, and thus gets the 
benefit of it if there is any. 

What more can he ask? In case of a 
decline in the price of wheat the buyer 
is debited with it, and in case of a rise 
he is credited with it. In addition, of 
course, the buyer always has the right, 
prior to time of termination of the con- 
tract, to take delivery of the flour—in 
other words, he is always welcome to per- 
form his part of the contract. He, virtu- 
ally, has the option of liquidating his own 
loss either by taking out the flour or by 





paying the mill damage calculated on the 
wheat. The provision is of benefit to him, 
as it enables him to figure exactly what 
he will have to pa}, if anything, if he 
fails to take out the flour. 

The mills, of course, always prefer to 
have the buyer take his flour, but the 
courts will not force him to do so. He 
can refuse the flour always, and all the 
mill can do is to collect damages. In 
other words, a buyer under a flour con- 
tract has the power to break his contract 
by refusing to accept or order out the 
goods. If he does that the mill cannot 
go ahead and ship the goods, tender them 
to him and recover from him the con- 
tract price. The sole remedy is an action 
for damages. 

The contract provision under discus- 
sion was simply one which compensated 
the miller, in a very modest sum, for the 
actual loss which it suffered. This actual 
loss might be more or less than the dif- 
ference between the contract price of the 
flour and its market value at the time of 
breach. 

COURT HOLDS CLAUSE VALID 

The supreme court of Ohio, in its de- 
cision holding this contract provision 
valid, said: 

“It may be safely said that, generally, 
when parties enter into contracts they do 
so with the expectation that each will 
perform his part, and that tHe benefit 
which each expects to derive under the 
contract is the inducement which leads 
him to make it. But there is no legal 
objection to including in their agreement 
provisions with reference to damages to 
be paid in the event of its breach. The 
contract may provide for payment of a 
stipulated or liquidated sum. 

“In the wide range and variety of con- 
tracts and of their subject-matter, it is 
sometimes difficult to determine whether 
the terms thus agreed upon in advance 
actually provide for damages or for a 
penalty. Compensation for damages sus- 
tained is. the legitimate object of such 
provisions, and where the object is lost 
sight of and a penalty imposed they will 
not be given effect by the courts. Equity 
will enjoin the enforcement of inequi- 
table and unjust provisions of this nature, 
and the courts of law will refuse to en- 
force them. 

“The authorities generally agree that, 
in the absence of fraud or illegality, the 
question is one which must be determined 
by a consideration of the subject-matter, 
the language of the contract and the in- 
tention of the parties. 

“In this case it is contended that the 
article contracted to be sold was an ordi- 
nary commodity whose market value was 
easy to he ascertained, arid that the 


measure of damages for the breach of a 
contract of sale is the difference between 
the market price and the contract price 
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at the place of delivery. This is, of 
course, the general and well-settled rule, 
in the absence of valid provisions in the 
contract which require the application of 
a different measure. 

“It is apparent from the language of 
the contract that the parties themselves 
contemplated that the plaintiff should not 
be required to speculate upon the price 
of wheat, whose fluctuating character 
must have been well known to both, but 
that the transaction should proceed on 
the idea that the plaintiff should pur- 
chase a sufficient quantity of wheat on the 
day of sale. Not only this, but it is ap- 
parent from the contract that the parties 
themselves contemplated that this wheat 
should not be at once manufactured into 
flour, but should be held or ‘carried’ until 
near the time when the plaintiff would be 
required to manufacture the flour from it. 

“Otherwise, the provision as to the 
highest closing price of No. 1 northern 
wheat on the date of sale, and the pro- 
vision to reimburse the seller for carry- 
ing the wheat at Ic per bu per month and 
2c for buying and reselling the wheat, 
would be wholly unnecessary and mean- 
ingless. 

“We think that a consideration of the 
whole instrument forces the conclusion 
that the contract did not provide for, 
and the parties did not contemplate, a 
direct sale of the flour as an ordinary 
commodity, as it might have done if the 
parties had so desired, but it provided, 
and they contemplated, the purchase of 
the wheat at once and the future manu- 
facture and delivery by the plaintiff of 
the amount of flour within the period 
covered by the terms of the contract. 
With these steps in contemplation, the 
parties contracted that defendant should 
reimburse plaintiff for any loss on account 
of the purchase of the wheat in case de- 
fendant refused to take the flour or 
‘fails to furnish directions for shipment.’ 

“The parties in this case were fully 
competent to contract. Each was fully 
able to consider and provide for his own 
interest. It is not claimed that there was 
ary fraud or circumvention in connection 
with the negotiation, and we can con- 
ceive of no injustice, or inequity, in the 
enforcement of the terms of the contract 
thus made, which contemplated the pur- 
chase by the seller of sufficient wheat to 
supply the commodity to be manufac- 
tured .and delivered thereafter during a 
period of a number of months. 

“The parties agreed that wheat, the 
thing from which the flour was to be 
made, should be the basis upon which to 
calculate damages. They could, of 
course, have agreed that the flour should 
be such basis, but they did not do so. 
That was a matter for them to agree 
about. They did not fix an arbitrary 
lump sum which might turn out to be 





Mill of the St. Paul Milling Co., and the Concrete Elevator of the Co-operative Equity Exchange, in St. Paul, Minn. 
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wholly in 
the chief 
of wheat from which the flour was to be 
made, a matter not within the control of 


uitable, but fixed a method, 
ement of which was the price 


either. In this situation, when the plain- 
tiff a it had performed the terms 
of the contract on its part, had pur- 
chased the necessary wheat and showed 
the damages that had accrued on the 
basis agreed on, it was entitled to re- 
cover.” 

The exact wording of a clause in a 
flour contract prescribing the measure of 
damage recoverable by the mill is, of 
course, most important, and should not 
be attempted by the layman. It would 
be well to specify the kind of wheat to 
be taken as a measure, such as No. 1 
northern cash wheat, and also the price, 
such as highest closing price. 

With reference to the contract contain- 
ing a provision as to the measure of dam- 
ages recoverable by the buyer in the 
event of the miller’s breach, there is no 
necessity for such a provision, as there 
is no confusion in the law as to the buy- 
er’s right, and, further, the right given 
the buyer by the. law is most fair and 
efficacious. If the miller fails to deliver 
the flour, the buyer can go upon the open 
market and purchase flour of the same or 
similar quality, and in the same quantity, 
and charge the increased cost, if any, to 
the miller, and recover such increased 
cost as damages. 

This is a very simple and efficacious 
remedy through which the buyer can very 
easily liquidate the damage that the mill- 
er will have to pay him. Furthermore, it 
very seldom occurs that the mill fails to 
perform. The failure, when one occurs, 
is almost universally on the part of the 
buyer. 

A clause such as was the subject of 
consideration in the Ohio court is a de- 
sirable element in a flour contract, for 
the reasons hereinbefore indicated, both. 
from the standpoint of the miller and the 
buyer. It dispenses with litigation and 
reduces the amount of recovery to a cer- 
tain sum which, in most instances, com- 
pensates the miller to the extent of ap- 
proximately the actual loss sustained, 
though, to be sure, not giving him a very 
large profit. 





Equity Exchange Terminal Elevator 
The illustration on this page is of the 
400,000-bu fireproof terminal elevator in 
St. Paul, Minn., owned and operated by 
the Equity Co-operative Exchange, and 
the flour mill of the St. Paul Milling Co. 
Costing approximately $180,000 the eleva- 
tor has a modern equipment, including a 
working-house. Some 7,000 farmers of 
the Northwest are stated to be stockhold- 
ers. J. M. Anderson is president, and 
J. G. Crites general manager. The grain 
received and sold comes from farmers. 
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CARLOAD FLOUR BUYERS 


News and Gossip About Jobbers in Flour, 
Feed and Grain in West Virginia, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania and Other States 





WEST VIRGINIA 

M. L. Snyder & Son, Levels, will install 
an oil engine in their flour mill. 

The Maryland Coal Co., Wendel, gen- 
eral store, uses 12 mixed cars a year. 

Hood Bros., Folsom, handle the flour 
of the Kaw Milling Co. 

J. K. Early is travelling salesman for 
Rector, Barham & Taylor, Bluefield. 

W. C. Shaffer, Dorcas, will change his 
flour mill power to an overshot water 
wheel. 

C. W. Gray, Cowen, flour and feed, 
handles the flour of the Maney Milling 
Co. 
The West Union (W. Va.) Grocery 
Co., wholesale, is a car buyer of flour, 
handling principally private brands. 

A. W. Tennant, Morgantown, flour and 
feed, is around after being ill for several 
months, 

Joseph Fuccy, Monongah, retail grocer, 
buys flour of Bernhard Stern & Sons, in 
cars; is also a mixed-car buyer. 

Murray & Starkey are new flour and 
feed dealers at Mannington, buying in 
mixed cars, 

The Rosebud (W. Va.) Fuel Co., gen- 
eral store, buys in mixed cars from the 
Listman Mill Co. 

W. G. Cambric, Lumberport, flour and 
feed, buys mixed cars from the Kaw 
Milling Co. and the Washburn-Crosby Co, 

F. S. Estlack, Wallace, general mer- 
chant, handles the flour of the Listman 
Mill Co., and buys in mixed cars. 

R. A. Frame is’ now with the Barham 
& Bailes Co., Clarksburg, as outside sales- 
man. 

N. C. Furner, Wolf Summit, general 
store, uses 75 mixed cars annually, and 
buys from the Kingman (Kansas) Mills. 

Dealers in the Bluefield district have a 
big demand for millfeed, especially bran, 
and experience difficulty in getting it. 

J. M. Haller, Simpson, handles the flour 
of Bernhard Stern & Sons and the Ten- 
nant & Hoyt Co. 

Ruffner Bros., Mabscott, wholesale 
grocers, handle the flour of Everett, 
Aughenbaugh & Co. 

W. B. Hardman, Newlonton, flour and 
feed, uses 15 cars yearly from the Acme- 
Evans Co. and the Kingman (Kansas) 
Mills. 

The Pennsboro (W. Va.) Wholesale 
Grocery Co, handles the flour of the 
Acme-Evans Co. and the Wells-Abbott- 
Nieman Co. , 

F. R. Haynes, formerly representing 
Bernhard Stern & Sons in southern IIli- 
nois, is now covering West Virginia, with 
headquarters at Clarksburg. 

Chalfant Yost & Son, Fairview, general 
merchants, use 1,200 bbls flour and three 
mixed cars feed yearly from the Pills- 
bury Flour Mills Co. and others, 


H. D. Martin, Monongah, general mer- - 


chant, buys flour and feed in mixed cars 
from the Bay State Milling Co. and the 
Washburn-Crosby Co. 

The Christie Myers Feed Co., Clarks- 


burg, handles the flour of the Red Wing. 


(Minn.) Milling Co. A_ house to house 
campaign has been started. 

The Simpson Creek Coal Co., operated 
by the Maryland Coal Co., is founding a 
new town, to be known as Galloway, and 
will open a general store. 

Swiger & Swiger, Wallace, general 
merchants, buy in mixed cars from the 
Phoenix Mill Co., the Washburn-Crosby 
Co., and the Acme-Evans Co. 

W. H. McWhorter, McWhorter, flour 
and feed, uses 25 mixed cars annually, 
buying from the Kingman (Kansas) 
Mills and the Acme-Evans Co. 

Thomas Devaney & Co., Industrial, gen- 
eral merchants, are ‘mixed-car buyers 
from the Listman Mill Co. and the Acme- 
Evans Co. 

The Rosemont (W. Va.) Coal Co., gen- 
eral store, is a mixed-car buyer, and 
handles the flour.of the Eagle Roller 
Mill Co. 

E. L. Ross, Simpson, feed, buys in 
mixed cars from the Kingman (Kansas) 
Mills, the Washburn-Crosby Co., and 
Bernhard Stern & Sons. 

The Middlebourne (W. Va.) Feed Co. 
has sold out to Smith Bros. Its business 
has been about 50 cars a year, bought of 
the Bay State Milling Co. 
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J. B. Markey & Co., West Union, gen- 
eral store, a mixed-car buyer of flour 
and feed, handles 1,500 bbls flour annu- 
ally, mainly from the Washburn-Crosby 
Co. 


Fisher & Westfall, operating as the 
Harrisville (W. Va.) Mill Co., use 75 to 
100 cars yearly of flour and feed, buying 
in solid and mixed cars from the King- 
man (Kansas) Mills. 

J. N. Berthy & Co., Cowen, general 
merchants, use 2,000 bbls flour and 30 
mixed cars millfeed, corn and oats a year 
from the Washburn-Crosby Co., the 
Acme-Evans Co., and others. 

The Jobbers’ Brokerage Co., Clarks- 
burg, has the accounts of the Marion 
(Ohio) National Mill Co. and the Red 
Wing Milling Co. for central and north- 
ern West Virginia. 

W. J. Trough, Smithton, flour and feed, 
uses 2,000 bbls flour and 50 mixed cars 
yearly, and deals with the Washburn- 
Crosby Co., the Big Diamond Mills Co., 
and the Acme-Evans Co. 

A. Toothman, Grays Flat, R. F. D. 1, 
Reevesville, flour and feed, is a mixed- 
car buyer, handling the flour of the W. 
J. Jennison Co., and the Washburn- 
Crosby Co. He requires 10 cars yearly. 

The Crescent Mill Co., New Martins- 
ville, operating a 100-bbl flour mill, grind- 
ing spring and winter wheat, buys 10 
cars spring wheat and 50 cars feed, corn 
and oats annually. 

The Fairview (W. Va.) Mill Co., op- 
erating a 50-bbl winter wheat flour mill, 
buys flour and feed in mixed cars from 
the Bay State Milling Co., the Allen & 
Wheeler Co., and the Washburn-Crosby 
Co., using 40 annually. 

Jesse C. Stewart, Clarksburg, repre- 
sents the Mansfield (Ohio) Milling Co., 
the Tennant & Hoyt Co., the Larabee 
Flour Mills Corporation, the Maney Mill- 
ing Co., the Blake Milling Co., and the 
Zenith Milling Co. 

Hirrick Bros., Proctor, general store, 
with a store at New Martinsville, con- 
ducted under the name of Leo Hirrick & 
Co., buy six mixed cars flour and feed 
yearly from the Washburn-Crosby Co. 
and the Bay State Milling Co. 

The Federal Coal & Coke Co., Grant 
Town, general store, uses six cars flour a 
year from the Hubbard Milling Co. and 
the Washburn-Crosby Co. A _ feed de- 
partment has been opened, and will buy 
in solid and mixed cars. 

George E. Rogers, president of the 
Jobbers’ Brokerage Co., Clarksburg, while 
visiting mill connections, became ill in 
Chicago, and was taken to a_ hospital. 
Leaving in a few days, he was compelled 
to return and undergo an operation. His 
condition was so serious that Mrs. Rogers 
was wired for. 

Watson Bros. & Co., with a warehouse 
at Cameron and a 60-bbl winter wheat 
flour mill at Loudenville, use 15 cars 
flour and 12 cars feed annually, buying 
from the Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., the 
Washburn-Cresby Co., the Sheffield-King 
Milling Co., the Springfield (Minn.) 
Milling Co., and L. Christian & Co. 

The New Martinsville (W. Va.) Gro- 
cery Co., wholesale, uses 47 cars flour 
and 150 cars feed, corn, oats and chicken 
feeds annually. It buys from the Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., the Pillsbury Flour 
Mills Co., the Hubbard Milling Co., the 
Maney Milling Co., the Purina Mills, and 
the Albert Dickinson Co. Charles M. 
Founds is the flour buyer. 

Hagan & Isleman, Cameron, operating 
a 75-bbl winter wheat flour mill, buy 12 
cars spring and Kansas flour and 25 cars 
feed, corn and oats annually; also dairy 
feeds. They deal with the Maney Mill- 
ing Co., the Mansfield (Ohio) Milling 
Co., the Hubbard Milling Co., the Star & 
Crescent Milling Co. and the Purina 
Mills. 

M. W. & J. G. Burgess, Reader; J. M. 
Harris’ Sons, Glen Easton; Jacob Stamm, 
Iuka; Albert Yohe, Proctor; M. L. Gor- 
rell, Hebron; St. Marys (W. Va.) Mill- 
ing Co.,—all y ero small flour mills, 
are mixed-car buyers. Others are: R. G. 
Daken, Roseby Rock; U. J. Morgan, G. 
E. McKinney, general stores, and Snyder’s 
feed store, all of Bens Run. 

The New Martinsville (W. Va.) Gro- 
cery Co. with A. J. Ferrell, manager of 
its feed and produce departments, uses 
12 cars flour and 40 of feed, corn and 
oats annually. A corn and feed mill is 
operated, where all kinds of feeds and 
corn meal are made. Mills represented 


are the Hubbard Milling Co., the Maney 


Milling Co., the Washburn-Crosby Co., 
and the Pillsbury Flour Mills Co. 

The Barley Foods Co., Morgantown, 
operating a cereal mill, consumes about 
three cars of barley weekly and 25 -of 
buckwheat yearly. In addition to manu- 
facturing cereal goods put up in pack- 
ages, it has a 10-ton feed mill and makes 
buckwheat and barley flour. Up-to-date 
package machinery is being installed. A 
two-story warehouse, 50x100, and a one- 
story brick, 20x40, will be erected this 


spring. 


Lazear Bros., Sistersville, flour and _ 


feed jobbers, have bought the 50-bbl win- 
ter wheat flour mill of Edward Roome, 
known as the Riverside Mills. They have 
a- warehouse on the Baltimore & Ohio 
road and handle 12 cars flour and 100 
ears feed, corn, oats and chicken feeds 
annually, dealing with the Tennant & 
Hoyt Co., the Larabee Flour Mills Cor- 
poration, the Shane Bros. & Wilson Co., 
the Listman Mill Co., and the Sheffield- 
King Milling Co. 

C. C. Arnett & Co., Reevesville, flour 
and feed, are erecting a two-story build- 
ing, 32x54, for an office and retail feed 
store. The present buildings will be used 
for storage. A siding will be put in from 
the Baltimore & Ohio road direct to the 
buildings. Starting three years ago, they 
use 30 mixed cars annually from the 
Grafton (N. D.) Roller Mill Co., the Bay 
State Milling Co., the Washburn-Crosby 
Co., the Allen & Wheeler Co., and others. 
A Kansas flour,and hominy feed account 
will be sought this spring. 


MOU NDSVILLE ‘ 

The State Specialty Co., 305 Tent 
Street, wholesale grocery, buys 15 cars 
flour annually from the Bay State Mill- 
ing Co. 

The Moundsville Produce Co., 719 La- 
fayette Street, buys 10 cars flour annu- 
ally from the Listman Mill Co., Willis 
Norton & Co., and the Northwestern Mill- 
ing Co. 

Gorby & Shildts, 205 Baker Street, 
flour and feed, buy 35 mixed cars yearly 
from the Washburn-Crosby Co., who 
have their warehouse for Moundsville in 
connection with Gorby & Shildts. 

A. J. Jones, 310 Baker Street, flour and 
feed, with four general stores in connec- 
tion, will erect a two-story brick, 53x95, 


‘for a flour and feed warehouse. Mills 


dealt with are the Empire Milling Co., 
Willis Norton & Co., Everett, Aughen- 
baugh & Co., the Geo. P. Plant Milling 
Co., and the Bernet, Kraft & Kauffman 
Milling Co. Six cars flour and 25 of feed, 
corn and oats are distributed annually. 
Chicken feeds are bought from the Albert 
Dickinson Co. 

The Farm & Dairy Feed Co., 126 Jef- 
ferson Avenue, operated by A. T. Martin 
and Eli Conley, has been consolidated 
with the Mound City mills, owned by the 
same men. Besides a wholesale and retail 
flour and feed business, they operate an 
80-bbIl winter wheat flour mill, and are 
car buyers of spring and Kansas flour, 
feed, corn and oats. Chicken feed is 
manufactured. In 1916, 40 cars were 
bought from the Cannan Valley Milling 
Co., the Tennant & Hoyt Co., and the 
Chas. Tiedemann Milling Co. 


SENTIMENT IN THE TRADE 


Three years ago the northern and cen- 
tral part of West Virginia was almost 
exclusively a spring wheat flour territory, 
but now Kansas flour is in favor. In 
certain sections soft winter wheat flour 
has gained in consumption, but not to the 
same extent as Kansas. 

Buyers in ‘this territory have no large 
quantity of flour booked; very few have 
more than a 30 or 60 days’ supply. 

For some time nearly all buyers in this 
locality have been following a policy of 
awaiting developments; and while in most 
cases convinced that very high prices are 
due before the new crop, they are equall 
of the opinion that some condition will 
arise which will cause a sharp break be- 
fore top is reached. The consensus of 
opinion is that a very large quantity of 
flour will be booked if war is declared, 
or any other event occurs that will de- 
press the market. oo 

MILLFEED IN WEST VIRGINIA 

Millfeed is in demand, provided any 
reasonable date of shipment can be as- 
sured, but buyers refuse to take on any 
at present prices with an indefinite date 
of delivery. There is a stronger demand 
for bran than any other grade. 
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Some large Ohio mills, as well as west- 
ern mills, nave offered to book millfeed 
at the presnt prices, with deliveries up to 
June. Dealers have declined to accept, 
on account of the spring season being 
only a short way off. 

Corn and oats are in demand, although 
there is a tendency to seek cheaper feeds. 

The industries of West Virginia are in 
a flourishing condition. Coal, oil anc 
lumber are: at the highest prices ever 
known. Jobbers report money plentiful 
and collections good. 


PENNSYLVANIA 

W. W. Kizer will rebuild his grist mil! 
at Scranton. 

Calvin Etter, a flour and feed dealer 
at Harrisburg, is dead, aged 82. 

The Scranton (Pa.) Flour & Grain Co. 
will erect a two-story brick warehouse, 
to cost $15,000. 

Harry E. Keel, of H. E. Keel & Co., 
Marysville, flour and feed, is dead, aged 
54 


Levi Gobrecht has bought the Becker 
flour mill, near Hanover, and takes pos- 
session April 1. 

Jacob Hetzel, of Sharon, has bought 
the flour mill of Eby & Winter, nea: 
Elizabeth, Ill. 

L. E. Myers has sold his mill property, 
at Biglerville to J. M. Biesecker, of Ben 
dersville. 

The electric mill of E. L. Bleistein, 
Lebanon, is in operation. He will handlc 
flour and feed. 

The Community Mills, a flour mil! 
started at Scranton by G. A. Sutherland, 
has a capacity of 50 bbls. 

Isaac Woomer, flour mill, Graysville, 
has assigned to his son Joseph. He ex 
pects to make settlement in full. 

L. T. Owens has bought the plant of 
the Carnahan Flour Mills Co., Apollo, and 
remodeled and enlarged it. ‘ 

Leibenknecht Bros., chop mill manu- 
facturers, will move to York, where they 
have bought ground and will erect a plant. 

The Lebanon (Pa.) Milling Co. will 
erect concrete storage bins of 1,000 to 
8,000 bus each, and will also repair its 
flour mill. 

N. R. Reichard has bought the flour 
mill of Young Bros., at Center Valley. 
The business has been established 5) 
years. ° 

The Antrim flour mills, near Waynes 
boro, have been purchased by M. |. 
Smith, who operates a mill at Gaines St:- 
tion, Md. f 

H. L. Stock, operating the Waldheim 
roller mills, near East Berlin, has sold to 
J. E. Guntzler, of Thomasville. Mr. Stock 
will take charge of the mill of the New 
Oxford (Pa.) Milling Co. 

Jacob Shirk has leased the Caernarvon 
roller mill from S. D. Martin, R. F. 1. 
2, East Earl. W. F. Hyman, former; 
with this mill, is now miller for the Mor- 
gantown (Pa.) Milling Co. 

Millers about Reading are of the opin- 
ion that there soon will be a break in 
wheat, and that the highest price his 
been attained. Berks County farmers 
have been hauling large quantities of 
grain to the mills. Wheat in this part of 
the state is promising. 

The Everbest - Milling Co., Corry, his 
incorporated, with $25,000 capital stock, 
and will succeed the Everbest Co., of 
that place. In addition to M. R. Merrick, 
the promoter, others interested are A. \V. 
Merrick, J. T. Earley, C. Willejus and 
F. C. Bortner. 


OHIO 

Isaac Bixler, of Isaac Bixler & Son, 
Wooster, millers, is dead, aged 62. 

The plant of the Union Flour Milling 
os Prospect, was damaged $1,000 |y 

re. 

William Otte, Jr., Martins Ferry, retiil 
flour and feed, handles 60 mixed cars a 
year from the Sheffield-King Milling 0. 

The Prince Milling Co., Hamilton, }:s 
gone out of business. Its 125=bbl mill 
had been closed several months. Charles 
Diefenbach, Jr., was president, and Carl 
Althoff manager. 

The O. C. Barber Allied Industries 
Co., Canton, has let a contract for 11- 
chinery with which to remodel the Shock 
flour mill, south of Canton. The eq:ip- 
ment is to cost $15,000. 

Carter Bros., Bellaire, feed, handle 9° 
flour. Their business is retail, and avcr- 
ages about 150 cars yearly from the Hales 
& Edwards Co., the Geo. P. Plant Milling 
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Co. and the Harter Milling Co; also 15 
cars chicken feeds. - 

George Weber & Sons, Martins Ferry, 
wholesale and retail flour and feed, han- 
dle 150 cars annually from the Purina 
Mills, the Ansted & Burk Co., the La 
Grange Mills, the Cleveland (Ohio) Mill- 
ing Co. and Willis Norton & Co. The: 
buy flour, feed, corn and oats in car lots. 

‘he Eastern Ohio Feed & Supply Co., 
Bellaire, wholesale and retail flour and 
feed, with $25,000 capital stock, buys 100 
solid and mixed cars of flour and feed 
from the Sheffield-King Milling Co., the 
Geo. P. Plant Milling Co., and others. 
Pp. B. MeMechen is president, F. H. 
Gerig secretary, and E. H. McMechen 
treasurer and manager. 

Stewart & Ward, Bellaire, wholesale 
grocers and millers, have changed the 
power of their 150-bbl flour mill to elec- 
tricity, using eight motors. They grind 
spring and winter wheat, using 100,000 
bus of spring annually. make a 
special brand, Beauty, for bakers. In 
addition to their own brands, they han- 
dle the flour of the Barber Milling Co. 
About 150 cars of millfeed, corn and oats 
are bought annually from the Larrowe 
Milling Co, and others. J. J. Hammil is 
head miller. D. A. Ward, Sr., and wife 
are spending the winter in Florida and 
California. D. A. Ward, Jr., is in charge 
of the milling business. 


OTHER STATES 

R. L. Trent, Long Island, Va., has _in- 
stalled a 25-bbl flour mill. 

The flour mill, together with 25,000 bus 
wheat, owned by J. I. Triplett, at Mount 
Jackson, Va., was burned. 

The Roanoke (Va.) Flour & Feed Co. 
has heen chartered. T. E. Mason is presi- 
dent. and O. W. Tice secretary and 
treasurer. 

The Wilkin & Rogers Milling Co., 
Washington, D. C., has completed the in- 
stallation of five concrete grain tanks, 
with a storage capacity of 30,000 bus. A 
three-bushel automatic scale has been 
added. 

The Farmers’ Mill & Elevator Co. has 
been organized at Columbia City, Ind., 
to take over the interests of the Columbia 
City Mill & Elevator Co. The officers of 
the new company, with $40,000 capital, 
are: Byron Yohe,* president; William 
Hamilton, first vice-president; Marion 
Egolf, second vice-president and general 
manager; J. E. Gates, secreta: and 
treasurer. The capacity of the will 
be increased to 200 bbls. Tanks for grain 
storage, with a capacity of 10,000 bus 
each, will be erected. 

J. Harry Wooraince. 


Winter and Spring Wheat Crops 
Final estimates of the wheat crop and 
acreage of the United States, by years, made 
by the Department of Agriculture, are as 
follows (hundreds omitted in acreage and 
thousands in yield): 
Acres, ———Bushels—_, 
Winter Spng Total Wint Spng i. 
482 





1916.. 34,829 17,956 62,786 158 

1915.. 41,308 19,161 60,469 674 3852 1,026 
1914.. 36,008 17,688 63,641 685 206 891 
1913.. 31,690 18,485 60,184 624 240 1763 
1912.. 26,571 19,248 46,8156 400 830 730 
1911.. 29,168 20,381 49,548. 481 191 621 
1910.. 27,829 18,862 45,681 434 201 635 
1909.. 28,380 18,803 46,728 446 291 1737 
1908.. 30,026 17,681 47,557 488 227 666 
1907.. 28,405 16,800 45,211 409 225 634 
1906.. 29,951 17,866 47,8306 493 242 735 





United States Crops—All Grains 
Following table shows the yield of all 
grain in the United States for 1916, with 
comparisons, as finally estimated by the 
Department of Agriculture (000’s omitted), 
in bushels: 
Wheat— 1916 1915 1914 1913 
Winter., 481,744 678,947 684,990 623,561 





Spring.. 158,142 851,864 206,027 239,819 
Totais., 689,886 1,025,801 891,017 763,380 
Corn . -2,683,241 2,994,793 2,672,804 2,446,988 


Oats ....1,261,992 1,549,030 1,141,060 1,121,768 
Barley... 180,927 228,851 194,953 178,189 


Rye...... 47,8838 64,060 42,779 41,381 
Flaxsecd.. 15,459 14,080 15,659 17,853 
Hay, tons, *89,991 865,920 70,071 64,116 
Buckwheat 11,840 16,056 16,881 13,833 


‘Tame hay, Wild hay, 16,637,000 tons, 


United States Visible Supply of Wheat 
The tollowing table shows the visible sup- 
ply of wheat in the United States on March 

3, 1917, with comparisons (000’s omitted): 
ear Bus Year 


1916... 
1915... 
1914... 
1913... 
1912... 








USE OF CORN GLUTEN FEED 


Commended by Department of Agriculture 
—High Protein Content—Process of Man- 
ufacture—Fertilizing Value 


Corn gluten feed is perhaps better 


known throughout the East than in the 
West. In recent years, however, with the 
development of corn mills in the Middle 
West, gluten feed has become a staple 
and is heard of frequently. 

The Department of Agriculture, in a 
recent bulletin, called attention to the 
economical advantages to be derived from 
using concentrated feeds of various varie- 
ties in the territory in which they are 
produced. This bulletin held that gluten 
feed, cottonseed meal, and like commodi- 
ties, should be converted into meat and 
meat products near the source of supply, 
and in this way utilize to the fullest all 
available feedingstuffs. 

While corn gluten feed is used in the 
East largely as a dairy feed, it is esti- 
mated that fully 90 per cent of that con- 
sumed in the West is fed to hogs and 
cattle. The apparently extravagant claims 
of the manufacturers as to the results 
obtained seem to be borne out fully by 
the letters written by feeders, commend- 
ing gluten feed. 

This product is high in protein content 
and, though made from corn, it is repre- 
sented to contain three times as much 
digestible protein as does corn itself. 
This is accounted for by the fact that the 
greater part of the starch in the corn is 
removed in the process of manufacture. 
It takes approximately 6,800 lbs of corn, 
or about 125 bus, to make 2,000 lbs of 
gluten feed. 

In the manufacture of gluten feed, the 
corn is soaked or steeped in vats for sev- 
eral hours. This is for the purpose of 
softening the kernel and assisting in sep- 
aration. The corn is then ground or 
broken, and the various constituents sepa- 
rated. The ingredients removed are starch 
and oil, the gluten feed being the by- 
product. The starch and gluten are sepa- 
rated on what are known as tables, where 
the starch settles. The gluten is then run 
off, and is returned to the feed. The 
proteins and calcium phosphates in the 
corn are retained by this method of 
handling. 

An analysis of corn gluten feed shows 
the following: minimum crude protein, 
23 per cent; minimum fat, 1 per cent; 
minimum carbohydrates, 52 per cent; 
minimum fiber, 8 per cent. e protein 
content, it is asserted, will average over 
25 per cent. It is the high protein con- 
tent of corn gluten feed that makes it so 


acceptable and valuable to the western. 


feeder, when used in connection with 
coarse grain and roughage. 

Experience has demonstrated that no 
combination of grains will make an ideal 
balanced ration. Corn, barley, wheat, etc., 
it is claimed, will not in themselves fur- 
nish a complete ration for farm animals, 
even when fed in abundance, because 
they are rich in carbohydrates but defi- 
cient in protein. Something, therefore, 
must be supplemented to give the essen- 
tial protein and mineral matter. 

It has been the experience of western 
feeders that corn gluten feed is a concen- 
trate such as they have been looking for. 
It is Dg see ~ and nutritious and, ap- 
parently, is relished by live stock. 

Recognized authorities are continually 
urging feeders to use common-sense meth- 
ods in raising live stock. They are fur- 
nishing them with a wealth of information 
on balanced rations, while practically 
every manufacturer of a concentrated 
feedingstuff has pamphlets or circulars 
for distribution giving formulas for eco- 
nomical and profitable feeding. That mis- 
sionary work of this character is necessary 
is demonstrated by the continual com- 
plaints received, from practically every 
cattle market in the country, about the 
receipts of half-fed cattle, 

More gluten feed is perhaps being used 
in Iowa than in any other western state. 
The Douglas Co., at Cedar Rapids, is dis- 

ing of about 1,000 tons a month there. 
n a number of communities, where there 
are no large feeders, farmers club to- 
gether and buy a carload. The demand 
in the last year from this source alone has 
increased perceptibly. 

An added feature of ~~ to the 
farmer in feeding gluten feed is its high 
fertilizing value, containing, as it does, 
nitrogen, phosphoric acid and potash,— 
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- is not 


all sige gos essentials in adding to fer- 
tility of the soil. 
Corn gluten feed is quoted at $40.50 
ton in 100-lb sacks, f.o.b. Minneapolis. 
Rosert T. Bearry. 








Special Notices 


The rate for advertisements in this de- 
partment is 20 cents per. line (seven words 
to the line); minimum charge, $1. 

For the benefit of those out of a position, 
advertisements of Situations Wanted will be 
accepted at one-half the above rate, 10 cents 
per line (seven words to the line); minimum 
charge, 60 cents. 

“Display” advertisements will not be in- 
serted at the line rate, but will be charged 
for at the rate of $3 per column inch. 

Only advertisements entitled to Special 
Notice classification will be accepted for 
publication herein. 

Advertisements under this heading are 
transient and the advertisers’ responsibility 
rily v hed for by The North- 
western Miller. 

Copy for advertisements in this depart- 
ment must reach us by Saturday to appear 
in the issue of the following Wednesday. 

Cash should accompany all orders. 














HELP WANTED 








LARGE MILL IN BUENOS AIRES, ARGEN- 
tine Republic, is desirous of employing 
reliable clerk who can eventually take 
management of its advertising department; 
must be reliable and thoroughly acquaint- 
ed with this line of work and speak Span- 
ish; give age, experience, references and 
salary expected. Address 504, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 








SITUATIONS WANTED 








CHEMIST, SEVEN YEARS’ GENERAL EX- 
perience in flour mills, desires position. 
For particulars address 517, care North- 
western Miller, Minneapolis. 








A BARGAIN—COMPLETE MACHINERY 
for 150-bbl flour mill, practically new, 
including wagon and other scales, for sale; 
engine and 80 h-p boiler; must be seen 
to be appreciated; must be disposed of 
within 60 days. D. G. Donahue, 312 

Plymouth Building, Minneapolis, Minn. 





EMPLOYERS OF MILLWRIGHTS, TAKE 
notice—On and after March 1, 1917, on new 
jobs the scale of wages for members of the 
Millwrights’ Protective Union of America 
will be 70 cents per hour, time and a half 
for overtime and double time for Sunday, 
with free transportation. Millwrights will 
be furnished on application to Joseph 
Cusack, secretary, 80 Landon Street, Buf- 
falo, N. Y. 





s 

FOR SALE CHEAP, the following 

hinery, practically new: One Ameri- 
ean Blower Fan, 60in; one Howe plat- 
form scale with 60 bu hopper, double 
beam; one invincible receiving separa- 
tor, No. 7, with double fan; one Fair- 
banks gasoline engine, 8 h.-p. O. 8. Chris- 
tensen Co., Madelia, Minnesota. 











Estabrook rate you - a whee 
and millin 
Laboratory sass 
Service the world 
The Estabrook Laboratories, Kansas City, Mo. 








Printing and Stationery 

for Millers Supplies 
HAHN & HARMON CO. 

410 Fifth Ave. South Minneapolis 





AS HEAD MILLER IN 100-BBL MILL OR 
over; if you are in need of a miller write 
me; all letters will be answered. Address 
“Nebraska Miller,” 535, care Northwestern 
Miller, Minneapolis. 





AS MILLER IN ANY SIZE MILL IN NORTH 
Dakota or Montana, by married man of 35 
years, with 17 years’ experience in mills 
from 25 to 3,000 bbis. Address 625, care 
Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





Laboratory Apparatus 
for Millers, Bakers and Grain Testers 
Catalog G4 sent free on request 
CENTRAL SCIENTIFIC COMPANY 
Lake Shore Drive, Ohio and Ontario Sts. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 








AS SECOND MILLER IN 5600-BBL MILL 
or over by man of 16 years’ experience; 
state salary and if steady position; can 
come at once. Address “Nebraska Miller,” 
636, care Northwestern Miller, Minneapolis. 





AS HEAD MILLER OR SUPERINTEND- 
ent—Don’t guess, experiment or take 
chances; put your mill on analytical basis 
with knowledge gained by experience in 
large and small mills; can come immedi- 
ately; references; wire, my expense. A. A. 
Beatty, Driggs, Idaho. 





WANTED—TO HANDLE ACCOUNT OF 
spring or winter wheat mill in Illinois and 
Indiana or Iowa; must have established 
trade of not less than 10,000 bbls annually; 
strictly commission basis with small draw- 
ing account; guarantee to double business, 
Address J. F. Slocum, Peoria, Ill. 





HIGH-CLASS MILLER, WITH LIFETIME 
experience in milling, wants position in 
eastern or Pacific states; employed three 
years in present place; experience in mills 
of 100 to 1,800 bbis, of various systems and 
wheat; have good recommendations. Ad- 
dress 529, care Northwestern Miller, Min- 
neapolis. 





SUCCESSFUL SALES-MANAGER, NOW 
employed, solicits correspondence with ag- 
gressive mill offering larger opportunities; 
extensive experience in building trade, both 
domestic and export; want opening where 
efficiency, sales and executive ability 
count; particularly qualified to promote 
busi y correspondence; exceptional 
references; Southwest preferred. Address 

374, care Northwestern Miller, Kansas City, 

Mo. 





MILL OWNERS AND OTHERS IN NEED 
of help are advised that this paper has on 
file the names of many head and second 
millers, millwrights, engineers, packers, 
grain buyers and kindred help; also names 
of managers, sales-managers, flour sales- 
men, office men, bookkeepers, etc. Infor- 
mation and assistance toward placing 
employers in touch with competent help 
freely offered: The Northwestern Miller, 
Minneapolis, Minn., or branch offices. — 








MILLS FOR SALE AND TO LEASE 


FOR SALE—100-BBL MILL IN GOOD CON- 
dition, steam power, located in western 
Minnesota; plenty of wheat at mill door; 
price $15,000. Address 5, care Northwest- 
ern Miller, Minneapolis. 


FLOUR MILL—DAILY CAPACITY 120 
bbis, electric power, growing wheat coun- 
try, cheap lake and rail transportation; 
wonderful opportunity to build up a prof- 
itable and large business; the right man 











can make any reasonable deal for purchase 
or lease. Addréss Commercial Association, 
Sault Ste. Marie, Mich. .. 





Your ene po A a 
MinimizeYour Delivery Expense D i 


FEDERAL MOTOR TRUCK CO. Mich. 








Flour Mill Appraisers 
We make a specialty of Appraising 
Mills and Elevators 


COATS & BURCHARD CO. 
Lumber Exchange Bldg. CHICAGO, ILL. 








Registered in United 


Trademar States and Foreign 
Countri 


untries 
MASON, FEN WICK & LAWRENCE 


Trade Mark Experts Complete files Regis- 
Established Over tered Flour Brands 
Half Century —Booklet Free 


600 F St. N. W. WASHINGTON, D.C. ~ 








PAUL & PAUL 


Patent Attorneys and Solicitors 


Patents Procured and Trade-Marks 
Registered in all Countries 


854 Security Building MINNEAPOLIS 








Northwestern 
National 
Bank 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Surplus, - - 


$4,000,000 
$2,000,000 
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The Northwestern Miller believes the following firms to be thoroughly reliable and responsible. 
No others will knowingly be advertised by it. 











A. HUHN, President ALEX. G. HUHN, Secretary 


A.HUHN ELEVATOR COMPANY 


OFFICES, 404-406-408 FLOUR EXCHANGE 


FORTY YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN SELECTING WHEAT ENABLES US 


TO SUPPLY THE MILLING TRADE WITH THE PARTICULAR GRADES 
OF WHEAT WANTED AND CUSTOMERS ORDERING A SPECIAL MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
QUALITY CAN DEPEND UPON GETTING THAT AND NO OTHER . 








THE HARRINGTON CO. | | THEMcCAULL-DINSMORECO. 


eee Ne MINNEAPOLIS CHAMBER COMMERCE, MINNEAPOLIS 





Best Grades of ] Nn $ 4 f Hard and Soft 








SATISFACTION  criifwneat, and the even and and quotations 


Write or wire for samples ern White and Spring Varieties ° 





uniform grades shipped by us, is a source of great sat- . 








isfaction to our customers. 
x scnmunteee DUSEN HARRIS STON 0. x Dyim Gihy g Company 4, eaTED 
Transfi 























¥ er Ry. 
Warehousemen—Grain and Merchandise Transferring— C.St.P.M.&0.Ry. 
B Am C Choice Milling and Distilling Storage on chat, ‘ * Re ae 
arnes- es UO. 107 Chamber of Commerce, Minneapolis, Minn. “j3'“°™ 
Receivers and Shippers of RY E Our Specialty 
Wheat, Flax, Barley, and other Grains 
Chamber of Commenee 204 Boond ¢ Trade G. E. GEE GRAIN CO. 
nneapolis uluth, Minn. Chamber of Commerce MINNEA 
ArRMourR GRAIN Co. NEo.La ELEvator Co. 
CHICAGO, ILL. KANSAS CITY, MO. 





Can furnish country mills with the qualities of spring 
wheat they desire. é 
Correspondence solicited. Chamber of Commerce, MINNEAPOLIS 


Marfield Grain Company Milling Wheat a Specialty 




















GOULD GRAIN COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
WHEAT BARLEY OATS CORN 


SCREENINGS AND MILL FEEDS 


Bakers: Ask for Samples and Prices of Barley Flour 














E. 8S. WoopworTH Cuas. A. EATON 
President Manager 


CONCRETE 
ELEVATOR CO. 


Spring Wheat 
for Millers 


We can offer you one or a hundred cars. 
Send for samples and prices. Write, 
wire or phone. 








Te 





